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ACADEMY  AWARD  CEREMONIES  WILL  COME  FROM  BOTH  COASTS; 
N.Y.  OBSERVANCE  ADDED  TO  TRADITIONAL  HOLLYWOOD  PARTY 


The  nation’s  first  telecast  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture 
Arts  and  Sciences  awards  over  NBC  television  on  Thursday ,  March  19, 
will  present  ceremonies  from  both  New  York  and  Hollywood,  an 

i 

innovation  this  year. 

Charles  Brackett,  president  of  the  Academy,  announced  that  a 
leading  Hollywood  luminary,  would  act  as  master  of  ceremonies  in  New 
York  at  the  Hudson  Theatre  where  former  "Oscar"  winners  and  a  number  of 
this  year's  nominees  for  top  honors  have  been  invited  to  be  present. 

Bob  Hope  will  be  master  of  ceremonies  for  the  main  Academy 
Awards  ceremony  at  Hollywood’s  RKO  Pantages  Theatre. 

A  nationwide  television  audience  will  see  the  ceremonies  in 
both  East  and  West  Coast  entertainment  capitals  during  NBC-TV’s  program 
which  will  start  at  10:30  p.rc.,  EST. 

The  Academy  is  cooperating  with  NBC  in  every  way  to  organize 
the  award  ceremonies  as  a  television  program  which  will  combine  the 
excitement  of  Hollywood’s  biggest  night  of  the  year  with  star-studded 
entertainment.  Johnny  Green,  musical  director  of  MGM,  is  general 
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2  -  Academy  Awards  Ceremonies 


director  of  the  show  for  the  Academy*  Robert  Welch,  NBC-TV  producer, 
is  in  charge  of  the  nationwide  telecast.  Richard  Clemmer  will  produce 
the  New  York  presentation  program  which  Warren  Jacober  will  direct. 
William  Bennington  will  be  NBC-TV* s  Hollywood  director. 

Paul  Douglas,  stage,  screen  and  radio  star,  has  accepted  the 
invitation  of  Johnny  Green  to  serve  as  radio  commentator  for  the  broad¬ 
cast  of  the  show  over  NBC. 

Douglas  was  one  of  the  nation’s  top  mikemen  before  scoring  a 
hit  as  an  actor  in  the  Broadway  production  of  "Born  Yesterday."  Fol¬ 
lowing  this  success,  he  came  to  Hollywood,  where  he  is  now  one  of  the 
screen’s  top  stars.  He  was  the  radio  commentator  for  last  year’s 
Award  Presentation  program  and  served  as  master  of  ceremonies  for  the 
1949  Awards  show. 

At  least  30  former  "Oscar"  winners  and  nominees  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  awards  have  been  invited  to  NBC's  Hudson  Theatre  in  New  York  on 
March  19.  Both  Shirley  Booth  and  Bette  Davis,  nominees  for  "best 
actress"  award,  are  expected  to  be  present  at  this  first-in-history 
New  York  "Oscar"  ceremony. 

The  RCA  Victor  Division  of  Radio  Corporation  of  America  is 
sponsoring  NBC's  radio  and  television  coverage  of  the  Academy  Awards, 
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from  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 


BOB  HOPE,  ENTERTAINER  AND  HUMANITARIAN,  HONORED 
BY  SHOWBUSINESS  ASSOCIATES  AND  PUBLIC  FIGURES 


Bob  Hope  was  saluted  for  his  years  as  an  entertainer,  as  a 
humanitarian,  as  an  "ambassador  of  good  will,"  as  a  "diplomat  without 
portfolio"  and  as  an  "inspiration  for  every  great  comedian"  by  a  host 
of  his  fellow  entertainers  and  people  in  public  life  at  the  glittering 
testimonial  dinner  tendered  him  Friday,  Feb.  27  by  the  Friars  Club 
for  his  15  years  as  an  NBC  radio  star  and  film  personality. 

The  affair,  held  at  New  York’s  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel,  was 
attended  by  more  than  1,000  persons  including  some  of  the  greatest 
names  in  showbusiness  and  public  life.  Part  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
$50-per-plate  banquet  will  be  contributed  to  the  United  Cerebral  Palsy 
Fund,  one  of  Hopefs  favorite  charities. 

Seated  at  the  dais  to  pay  vocal  tribute  to  Hope  were  former 
Vice  President  Alben  W.  Barkley,  New  York’s  Mayor  Vincent  R. 
Impellitteri,  NBC  President  Frank  White,  Bernard  Baruch,  Milton  Berle, 
abbott  of  the  Friars;  RCA  President  Frank  Folsom,  Fred  Allen,  Eric  A. 
Johnston,  Adolph  Zukor,  Danny  Kaye,  Senator  W.  Stuart  Symington, 

Major  General  Emmett  ("Rosy")  O’Donnell  of  the  Army  Air  Force,  Louis 
P.  Seltzer,  publisher  of  the  Cleveland  Press;  Jesse  Block  of  the 
comedy  team  of  Block  and  Sully  and  chairman  of  the  testimonial; 

Harry  Delf,  dean  of  the  Friars,  and  George  Jessel,  who  served  in  his 
customary  capacity  as  toastmaster. 

An  entertainment  program  followed  the  speeches,  during 
which  time  Hope  was  honored  with  several  citations  and  awards.  Jesse 
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2  -  Bob  Hope 


Block  presented  the  comedian  with  the  Friars1  "Oscar"  for  his 
contribution  to  entertainment.  Hope  also  was  honored  with  the  first 
citation  ever  made  by  United  Cerebral  Palsy  Fund,  its  "distinguished 
service  award."  Other  awards  were  received  by  Hope  from  the  USO  and 
the  Boy  Scouts . 

Hope,  who  began  his  first  regular  radio  series  on  NBC  in 
1938*  is  currently  presented  on  the  network  in  a  15-minute  Monday- 
through-Friday  (11:45  a.m.,  EST)  series,  and  a  half-hour  weekly  pro¬ 
gram  on  Wednesdays  (10:00  p.m.,  EST).  He  is  also  a  rotating  star  on 
the  NBC-TV  "Colgate  Comedy  Hour"  (Sundays,  8:00  p.m.,  EST). 
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NBC  TV  NEWS 


CAST  AND  CREDITS  FOR  NBC -TV  OPERA,  » SISTER  ANGELICA’ 


Puccini’s  one-act  opera,  "Sister  Angelica,"  will  be  presen¬ 
ted  in  English  by  the  NBC  Television  Opera  Theatre  on  Saturday,  March  7 
(NBC-TV,  5:03  p.m.,  EST),  Peter  Herman  Adler  will  conduct  the  all¬ 
female  cast.  Following  are  the  cast  and  credits: 

CAST 


Sister  Angelica  . . 

Princess  . . . 

Sister  Genevieve  . 

Abbess  . . 

Monitor  . 

Mistress  of  Novices  ........ 

Sister  Dolcina  . 

Nursing  Sister  . . 

A  Novice  . . . . . . . 

First  Provider  . . . 

Second  Provider  . . . . . 

Two  Novices  . . 

Other  Professed  Sisters  . . . . 


Elaine  Malbin 
Winifred  Heidt 
Joan  Moynagh 
Virginia  Viney 
Sandra  Warfield 
Ruth  Kobart 
Alice  Fraser 
Carole  O’Hara 
Florence  Forsberg 
Rosalia  Maresca 
Dorothy  Candee 
Jean  Ray 

Catalina  Zandueta 
Joyce  Gill,  Margaret  Tynes,  Elsa 
Rosner,  Dina  Soresi,  Jacqueline 
Langee,  Ethel  Greene,  Arlyne 
Frank,  Jean  Cacciola  and  Frances 
Paige . 


CREDITS 


Producer  . . 

Music  and  Artistic  Director. 

Associate  Producer  . . . . 

Director  . . 

Assistant  Conductor  . . 

Assostant  Director  ......... 

Settings  by  . . . 

Costumes  . 

Technical  Director  . 

Audio  Director  . 

Audio  Engineer . . . 

Technical  Director  . 

Video  by  . . . . 

Lighting . ....... . 


Samuel  Chotzinoff 
Peter  Herman  Adler 
Charles  Polacheck 
Kirk  Browning 
Leo  Mueller 
John  Block 
William  Molyneux 
Liz  Gillelan 
Robert  Hanna 
George  Voutsas 
John  Evans 
Robert  Hanna 
Frank  Merklein 
Jack  Fitzpatrick 
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GUSTAV  B.  MARGRAF  IS  PROMOTED  TO  NEW  NBC  POST 
OF  VICE  PRESIDENT  IN  CHARGE  OF  TALENT 
AND  PROGRAM  ADMINISTRATION 


Thomas  E.  Ervin  Is  Named  General  Attorney 


Creation  of  the  position  of  vice  president  in  charge  of 
Talent  and  Program  Administration,  a  new  key  post  in  the  NBC  Program 
Department,  and  the  promotion  of  Gustav  B.  Margraf,  vice  president  and 
general  attorney,  to  that  position  were  announced  today  by  Frank  White, 
|  President  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company l  In  his  new  position, 
Margraf  reports  to  Charles  C.  Barry,  vice  president  in  charge  of  the 
Program  Department. 

At  the  same  time.  White  announced  that  Thomas  E.  Ervin,  NBC’s 
assistant  general  attorney,  is  succeeding  Margraf  as  general  attorney 
for  the  company. 

"Under  this  strengthened  form  of  Program  Department  organi¬ 
zation,”  White  stated,  "we  are  consolidating  the  important  functions 
of  talent  negotiation  and  the  business  administration  of  programming 
under  an  able  executive  who  has  already  had  broad  experience  in  these 
fields.  As  a  result,  Mr.  Barry,  as  head  of  the  Program  Department  and 


(more ) 
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his  other  principal  program  executives,  Thomas  MeAvity,  National 
Program  director,  and  Davidson  Taylqr#  director  of  Public  Affairs,  can 
concentrate  on  the  basic  tasks  of  program  planning  and  development, 
so  that  their  creative  talents  can  be  used  to  the  best  advantage.  We 
are  confident  that,  as  a  result,  the  Program  Department  not  only  will 
gain  in  operating  efficiency  but  will  be  better  able  to  fulfill  its 
primary  mission  of  providing  the  finest  radio  and  television  programs. 

"it  is  particularly  gratifying  to  know  that  as  our  needs  en¬ 
large,  we  have  within  our  own  organization  skilled  and  experienced 
executives  who  are  able  to  advance  to  new  and  broader  responsibilities, 
creating  continuing  opportunities  for  promotion  within  the  company," 
White  added. 

Charles  C.  Barry,  vice  president  in  charge  of  NBC’s  Program 
Department,  stated  that  in  his  new  position  Margraf  will  be  in  charge 
of  all  talent  and  package  program  negotiations  for  the  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision  networks,  with  full  responsibility  for  conducting  and  supervis¬ 
ing  such  negotiations.  In  addition,  Margraf  will  supervise  the  conduct 
of  all  business  and  administrative  functions  within  the  Program  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  will  serve  as  Barry’s  deputy  in  the  latter’s  absense. 

As  part  of  the  consolidation  of  the  negotiating  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  functions  within  the  Program  Department,  Barry  added  that 
Margraf  will  supervise  the  work  of  the  NBC  Talent  Office,  which  is 

managed  by  Hal  Kemp.  Also  reporting  to  Margraf  will  be  the  new  position 

« 

of  director  of  Program  Administration,  to  which  Fred  Shawn,  presently 
director  of  Production  Services  and  an  NBC  veteran  of  many  years’  ser¬ 
vice,  has  been  appointed. 


(more ) 
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4  -  Margraf 

Gustav  B.  Margraf  began  his  association  with  NBC  in  October, 
1942,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  Washington,  D.  C.,  office  of  the  law 
firm  of  Cahill,  Gordon,  Zachry  &  Reindel,  and  was  named  legal  re¬ 
presentative  of  the  network  in  that  city.  In  July,  1948,  at  the  age 
of  33 t  he  was  elected  vice  president  and  general  attorney  for  NBC, 
succeeding  Charles  R.  Denny. 

Margraf  was  born  May  14,  1915j  in  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri, 
where  he  attended  elementary  and  high  schools.  He  was  graduated  from 
Southeast  Missouri  State  Teachers  College  there  in  1938,  with  an  A.B. 
degree.  In  1939  he  received  his  LL.B.  degree  from  Duke  University 
School  of  Law,  Durham,  N.C, 

He  first  became  associated  with  Cahill,  Gordon,  Zachry  & 
Reindel  in  New  York  City  in  September,  1939.  During  his  tenure  as 
legal  representative  for  NBC  in  the  law  firm!s  Washington,  D .  C.,  office, 
he  represented  the  network  in  many  hearings  before  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  and  in  hearings  before  various  committees 
of  Congress. 

After  joining  the  network  as  vice  president  and  general 
attorney,  Margraf  played  a  leading  role  in  the  development  of 
television  In  Its  formative  years  insofar  as  policy,  legal  and  business 
matters  were  concerned.  In  this  latter  sphere  of  activities,  he 
pioneered  for  NBC -TV  in  such  areas  as  talent  and  program  agreements, 
station  agreements  and  basic  legal  and  business  planning. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Bars  of  several  states,  federal  courts 
and  government  agencies,  and  has  been  active  in  the  American  Bar  Assn., 
the  Federal  Communications  Bar  Assn,,  the  New  York  County  Lawyers 
Assn,  and  the  Assn,  of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York,  serving  on 
several  committees  of  these  national  and  local  bar  associations. 
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Margraf  and  his  wife,  the  former  Grace  Margaret  Houck,  live 
in  Rye,  N.Y.,  with  their  daughter  and  two  sons.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Manursing  Island  Club  and  the  Apawamis  Club,  both  in  Rye. 

Thomas  E.  Ervin  joined  the  Legal  Department  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  in  March,  1948,  and  was  appointed  assistant 
general  attorney  in  July  of  that  year.  In  this  capacity,  he  has  re¬ 
presented  NBC  in  important  proceedings  before  the  FCC  and  the  courts, 
including  such  matters  as  the  Spot  Representation  Case  and  the 
Commission's  Lottery  Rules.  He  also  has  handled  many  of  the  company's 
major  legal  matters,  particularly  in  relations  with  advertisers, 
agencies  and  stations. 

Born  in  Middleport,  Ohio,  on  Nov.  28,  1911#  Ervin  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  community  and  Columbus  before  at¬ 
tending  Ohio  State  University.  He  received  his  A.B.  degree  in  1932 
and  went  on  to  the  Columbia  University  School  of  Law,  receiving  an  LL.-B 
degree  in  1935. 

In  that  same  year  he  joined  the  law  firm  of  Cotton,  Franklin, 
Wright  &  Gordon  in  New  York  City.  Ervin  left  there  in  November,  1938# 
to  take  a  position  in  the  Appellate  Section  of  the  Lands  Division  of 
the  Department  of  Justice.  From  April,  1939#  to  April,  1941,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  law  offices  of  Bleakley,  Platt  &  Walker,  New  York  City, 
where  he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  litigation  matters. 

Ervin  entered  the  U.  S.  Army  as  a  private  in  April,  1941  and 
graduated  from  Anti-Aircraft  Artillery  OCS  as  a  second  lieutenant  in 
June,  1942.  Shortly  thereafter  he  was  transferred  to  the  Military 
Intelligence  Service  in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  served  overseas  as  a 

(more ) 
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special  liaison  officer  in  Military  Intelligence  during  1945*  and 
was  relieved  from  active  duty  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel 
in  May,  1946. 

As  a  civilian  lawyer,  Ervin  served  as  deputy  to  Brig.  Gen. 
Telford  Taylor,  in  charge  of  prosecuting  the  second  series  of  war 
crimes  trials  at  Nurnberg,  Germany,  beginning  in  June,  1946.  He  also 
was  chief  prosecutor  for  the  United  States  in  one  of  the  trials, 
before  resigning  his  post  in  November,  1947  to  return  to  this  country. 

Ervin  and  his  wife  and  son  reside  in  New  York  City. 

Fred  Shawn  has  spent  20  years  in  radio  and  television, 
serving  in  many  stations  and  network  capacities,  including  programming, 
sales,  operations  and  administration. 

In  his  most  recent  position,  as  director  of  Production 
Services,  he  was  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  major  areas  of 
production,  including  Staging  Services,  Special  Effects,  Production 
Coordination  and  Production  Operations,  which  include  the  principal 
services  required  in  the  production  of  television  programs. 

Shawn* s  first  job  in  broadcasting  was  as  a  vocal  soloist 
and  announcer  at  WLW  Cincinnati  in  1932.  In  1933  he  moved  to  NBC 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  a  similar  post.  He  soon  was  named 
assistant  manager  of  Station  WRC.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as 
assistant  station  manager  at  WRC,  Shawn  also  was  program  manager  and 
active  in  special  events  programming. 

Shawn  moved  to  NBC  in  New  York  in  April,  1945*  as  assistant 
to  the  vice  president  in  charge  of  network  programs,  a  position  he 
held  until  April,  1948,  when  he  returned  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  as 

(more ) 
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director  of  radio,  television  and  FM  operations  for  Station  WMAL. 

One  year  later  Shawn  came  back  to  NBC  in  New  York  as  manager  of 
Program  Operations  for  the  television  network,  and  shortly  thereafter 
was  named  director  of  NBC-TV  Production  Services. 

In  February,  1952,  Shawn  was  named  director  of  Radio 
Station  Relations.  Later  that  year,  in  connection  with  the 
integration  of  the  NBC  radio  and  television  network  organizations, 
he  was  appointed  director  of  Production  Services. 

A  native  of  Payette,  Idaho,  Shawn  attended  Pomona  College, 
Claremont,  Calif.  He  currently  resides  in  Port  Washington,  Long 
Island,  N.  Y.,  with  his  wife  and  three  children. 

John  F.  Rayel  was  named  NBC  Talent  and  Program  coordinator 
in  August,  1952,  serving  prior  to  that  time  as  supervisor  of  TV 
Package  Program  Sales,  and  supervisor  of  TV  Program  Procurement, 
beginning  in  February,  1950. 

Rayel  was  formerly  with  DuMont  Television,  where  he  served 
as  daytime  program  manager  and  later  as  assistant  network  program 
director . 

A  native  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  Rayel  originally  worked  for 
NBC  Guest  Relations  in  1939.  He  also  has  served  in  NBC’s  Personnel 
and  Information  Departments,  and  as  a  senior  staff  announcer.  In 
addition,  he  had  radio  experience  with  station  WQXR  in  New  York  and, 
during  the  war,  with  the  Office  of  War  Information,  Voice  of  America 
and  the  British  Broadcasting  Corporation.  He  served  in  the  U.  S. 

Third  Army  as  a  forward  observer  in  field  artillery. 

Rayel  resides  in  Riverside,  Conn.,  is  married  and  the  father 
of  two  children. 
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FILM  DIVISION  BECOMES  THE  THIRD  PRINCIPAL  OPERATING  UNIT  OF  NBC 
REPORTING  TO  PRESIDENT,  LIKE  NETWORKS  AND  STATIONS  DIVISIONS 


Because  of  its  rapid  and  continuing  expansion  in  areas  be¬ 
yond  network  operations,  the  Film  Division  of  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company  has  been  established  as  a  third  principal  operating  division  of 
the  company,  Frank  White,  President,  announced  today.  The  other  two 
major  operating  divisions  are  the  Networks  Division,  embracing  the 
radio  and  television  network  organizations,  and  the  Stations  Division, 
which  includes  the  five  radio  and  five  television  stations  which  NBC 
owns  and  operates. 

Robert  W.  Sarnoff,  vice  president  in  charge  of  the  Film 
Division,  now  will  report  directly  to  him,  White  added.  Previously 
Sarnoff  reported  to  John  K.  Herbert,  vice  president  in  charge  of  the 
radio  and  television  networks. 

In  announcing  the  new  alignment,  White  stated: 

"The  NBC  Film  Division,  which  was  established  in  June  1952, 
has  developed  to  the  point  where  it  is  a  major  operation  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  is  continuing  to  expand  into  new  fields  of  activity.  Its 
volume  of  film  syndication  sales  has  increased  very  substantially,  and 
its  activities  embrace  many  varied  aspects  of  film  procurement,  distri¬ 
bution  and  servicing.  We  feel  that  it  has  a  great  and  growing  potential 

(more) 
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as  a  centralized  source  of  film  material  and  services,  not  only  to  the 
NBC  television  network  and  to  the  television  stations  we  operate,  but 
also  to  other  stations  and  enterprises. 

"This  makes  it  advisable  in  our  opinion  to  establish  the 
Film  Division  as  a  third  principal  operating  division  of  NBC,  so  that 
it  can  most  effectively  develop  its  opportunities  of  providing  the 
television  industry  and  related  enterprises  with  a  full  scope  of  film 
services . " 

In  order  to  meet  the  organizational  needs  of  the  Film  Divi¬ 
sion  in  its  expanding  operations,  Robert  W.  Sarnoff,  Film  Division 
vice  president,  announced  the  creation  of  the  new  executive  position 
of  director  of  the  Film  Division,  reporting  to  him,  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Carl  M.  Stanton  to  that  position.  Stanton  had  formerly  been 
manager  of  Network  Television  Programs  and  is  succeeded  in  that  posi¬ 
tion  by  John  Rayel,  formerly  Talent  and  Program  coordinator. 

Sarnoff  also  announced  that  the  Film  and  Kinescope  Operation 
unit,  and  its  manager,  Frank  Lepore,  are  being  transferred  to  the  Film 
Division  in  order  to  bring  NBC's  varied  film  services  under  central¬ 
ized  supervision.  The  technical  production  of  kinescopes  remains  in 
the  Technical  Operations  unit  of  the  Production  Department. 

"Among  other  resources,  the  transfer  of  the  Film  and  Kine¬ 
scope  unit  to  the  Film  Division  will  bring  to  it  the  great  NBC  film 
library,  with  over  15  million  feet  of  film  covering  more  than  2,000 
subjects,"  Sarnoff  said.  "We  expect  to  make  the  film  library  an  im¬ 
portant  source  of  film  material  for  operations  within  and  outside  of 
NBC,  and  to  expand  the  film  procurement  activity,  in  addition  to 
developing  a  full  range  of  services  relating  to  film,"  he  added. 
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On  Jan.  1,  1948,  Sarnoff  joined  NBC  as  an  account  executive 
in  the  Sales  Department.  He  was  named  assistant  to  the  national  pro¬ 
gram  manager  for  the  television  network  in  November  of  that  year. 

The  next  step  was  his  promotion  to  television  production  manager  in 
June,  1948 ,  followed  by  a  period  as  program  sales  manager  for  NBC-TV. 

The  need  for  coordinated  management  and  supervision  of  the 
heavy-budgeted  multiple-sponsored  television  programs  led  to  Sarnoff 's 
being  named  director  of  NBC  Unit  Productions  on  Jan.  2  2,  1951.  His 
responsibility  included  the  Sunday  night  "Comedy  Hour,"  the  "All  Star 
Revue,"  "Your  Show  of  Shows"  and  the  "Kate  Smith  Hour." 

While  director  of  Unit  Productions,  Sarnoff,  in  addition  to 
supervising  the  NBC-TV  Opera  Theatre,  also  inaugurated  and  carried  to 
completion  the  historic  film  documentary,  "Victory  at  Sea,"  26  half- 
hour  episodes  portraying  naval  operations  in  World  War  II.  "Victory 
at  Sea,"  with  an  original  score  by  Richard  Rodgers,  had  its  premiere 
on  the  NBC  television  network  on  Oct.  26,  1952,  and  on  the  British 
Broadcasting  Company’s  television  stations  the  following  day. 

Sarnoff  was  named  a  vice  president  of  NBC  on  June  6,  1951* 
and  a  year  later  was  given  charge  of  the  network’s  newly  created  Film 
Division,  He  is  currently  responsible  for  all  film  activities,  in¬ 
cluding  the  expansion  of  network  film  syndication. 

He  has  travelled  extensively  throughout  the  United  States, 
Europe  and  South  America,  in  addition  to  his  wartime  voyages.  He  is 
president  of  the  Radio  and  Television  Executives  Society  (1952-53) *  a 
member  of  the  American  Arbitration  Association,  and  the  Greater  New 
York  Councils  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 


(more) 
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5  -  Film 


In  1952  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  visitors 
for  the  School  of  Public  Relations  and  Communications  of  Boston 
University.  His  clubs  include  the  Harvard  Club  of  New  York  and  the 
Century  Country  Club.  Sarnoff *s  hobbies  are  sailing,  art  and  the 
theatre. 

He  married  Felicia  Warburg  in  July,  1950.  Mr.  Sarnoff  has 
a  daughter,  Rosita,  by  a  previous  marriage.  The  Sarnoff s  make  their  home 
in  midtown  New  York.  He  has  two  brothers,  Edward  and  Thomas  Warren 
Sarnoff . 

Robert  W.  Sarnoff  bears  a  distinguished  name  in  the  communi¬ 
cations  industry.  His  father  is  Brigadier  General  David  Sarnoff, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  Radio  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  America. 

Carl  M.  Stanton  came  to  NBC  in  August,  19^9*  as  director  of 
the  Television  Talent  and  New  Programs  Deptment,  and  in  1951  was  named 
director  of  TV  Commercial  Program  Planning.  When  the  NBC  radio  and 
television  network  organizations  were  integrated  in  1952,  Stanton  was 
placed  in  charge  of  Television  Network  Programs. 

Prior  to  joining  the  network,  Stanton  had  many  years*  ex¬ 
perience  in  radio  and  television  with  top  advertising  agencies.  He 
started  with  Lord  &  Thomas  on  the  West  Coast  in  the  mid-thirties  as 
director  and  producer  of  many  of  the  top  radio  programs  of  the  day. 
Subsequently  he  moved  to  Lord  &  Thomas*  New  York  office,  where  he  first 
served  as  the  Lucky  Strike  radio  account  executive,  and  later  was  ap¬ 
pointed  American  Tobacco  account  executive.  When  Lord  &  Thomas  became 
Foote,  Cone  &  Belding,  Stanton  was  named  director  of  radio  for  the 
new  agency. 


(more ) 
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6  -  Film 


He  left  there  in  1943  to  join  Blackett,  Sample  &  Hummer t  in 
Chicago,  returning  to  the  New  York  office  of  the  successor  agency, 
Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample,  in  1944  as  director  of  radio  and  television* 
Stanton  left  this  position  to  join  NBC  in  1949. 

Frank  C,  Lepore  joined  NBC  in  1935  as  a  member  of  the  Guest 
Relations  staff*  Shortly  thereafter  he  organized  and  edited  the  first 
NBC  house  organ,  "The  Transmitter,"  In  1937  he  moved  to  the  Press  De¬ 
partment,  where  he  remained  until  1939,  serving  as  an  information  corre¬ 
spondent  and  as  assistant  trade  editor.  As  a  pioneer  in  NBC  tele¬ 
vision  programming,  Lepore  functioned  as  stage  manager  and  program 
director  from  1939  to  1941,  prior  to  his  entrance  into  the  U,S.  Army, 
During  World  War  II,  he  served  as  officer  in  charge  of  the 
Central  War  Department  Film  Archives,  and  also  headed  up  the  Signal 
Corps’  Scenario  and  Film  Editing  Departments,  In  addition,  Lepore  was 
Film  Officer  in  Psychological  Warfare  and  SHAEF  Public  Relations  Pic¬ 
torial  Officer,  as  well  as  Photographic  Officer  for  General  Mark  Clark 
Following  his  discharge  as  a  captain  in  1946,  Lepore  re¬ 
turned  to  NBC  in  1947  as  business  manager  of  the  NBC  Newsreel,  In 
1948  he  was  appointed  manager  of  Film  and  Kinescope  Recording  Opera¬ 
tions,  where  he  supervised  the  NBC  Film  Library,  the  Kinescope  Record¬ 
ing  Section,  the  film  editors  and  the  Traffic  and  Distribution  Section 

- o - 
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March  3,  1953 


'EASTER  IN  NEW  YORK,'  FULL-HOUR  PROGRAM  OF  SPRING  FASHIONS 
AND  FAMILY  CELEBRATION,  WILL  BE  NBC -TV  HOLIDAY  EVENT 

Frank  Blair  Will  Be  Host  on  Easter  Sunday  Program  from  Vantage 
Point  on  Fifth  Avenue;  Egg  Hunt  and  Live  Bunnies  on  Telecast 


•ft 


NBC  television  will  present  EASTER  IN  NEW  YORK,  a  dignified 
full-hour  program  of  Spring  fashions  and  family  celebration,  on  Easter 
Sunday,  April  3  (NBC-TV  network  from  12:30  to  1:30  p.m.,  EST;  time 
for  WNBT  to  be  announced) to  a  coast-to-coast  audience. 

Frank  Blair  will  be  host  on  this  telecast  of  the  traditional 
Easter  parade*  The  program  will  originate  from  the  Palazzo  d' Italia 
roof  garden  above  Fifth  Avenue  opposite  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral. 
Eleanor  Lambert,  director  of  the  Couture  Group  of  the  New  York  Dress 
Institute,  will  be  the  fashion  guide  on  the  program  which  will  be 
tasteful  and  in  keeping  with  the  tradition  of  the  holiday. 

"Easter  is  a  holy  day  for  millions  of  persons  throughout 
America  and  throughout  the  world,"  Charles  C.  Barry,  vice  president  in 
charge  of  networks  programs,  said  in  announcing  the  "Easter  In  New 
York"  telecast,  "During  the  Lenten  and  Easter  season  NBC  radio  and 
television  present  many  religious  services  and  religious  programs. 

"Easter  in  New  York  also  has  a  traditional  Spring  fashion 
parade  which  we  will  present  again  this  year  under  dignified  auspices. 
The  Easter  Parade  along  Fifth  Avenue  heralds  the  coming  of  Spring,  a 

(more ) 
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2  -  Easter  in  New  York 


family  day  dear  to  our  hearts,  NBC  television  will  bring  this  annual 
special  event  to  persons  across  the  country  under  controlled  conditions 
which  will  preclude  the  over-commercialization  injected  in  previous 
Easter  Parade  telecasts  by  publicity-seekers." 

Barry  announced  that  William  Garden  will  produce  NBC's 
"Easter  in  New  York"  telecast  from  atop  the  Italian  building  in 
Rockefeller  Center.  Jack  Mills  will  be  the  director. 

The  full-hour  program  will  include  a  survey  of  the  new 
Spring  fashions  from  the  most  expensive  to  budget-priced  clothes,  from 
the  most  advanced  styling  to  the  more  conservative  models. 

Fourteen  prominent  fashion  models  will  show  the  new  styles 
to  the  nationwide  television  audience.  A  display  of  children's 
clothes  will  be  a  special  highlight. 

Visiting  families  from  other  parts  of  the  country  will  join 
New  Yorkers  to  display  their  own  attire  and  to  comment  on  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  Easter  parade.  The  younger  children  watching  the  telecast 
will  delight  in  the  egg  hunt  and  the  live  bunnies  which  will  be  seen. 

Frank  Blair,  host  on  "Easter  in  New  York,"  is  a  well-known 
moderator  and  special  events  reporter  who  appears  on  NBC-TV’s  "Ask 
Washington,"  "American  Forum  of  the  Air,"  and  "Youth  Wants  to  Know." 

He  lives  with  his  wife  and  their  seven  children  in  a  rambling  farmhouse 
outside  Washington.  His  ambition  for  years  has  been  to  be  host  on  a 
telecast  of  New  York's  Easter  parade. 
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NBC  RADIO  NEWS 


LINDSEY  NELSON  OFFERS  WEEKLY  DIGEST  OF  SPORTS  NEWS 

K - #  X - # 

The  fan  in  search  of  a  complete,  up-to-the-minute  digest  of 

the  week's  sports  news  can  now  obtain  it  by  listening  to  THIS  WEEK  IN 

SPORTS  (NBC  radio,  Saturdays,  11:15  p.m.,  EST),  conducted  by  Lindsey 

Nelson,  NBC's  assistant  director  of  sports. 

The  program  is  designed  to  give  the  weekend ■ listener  a 

capsule  commentary  on  the  entire  sports  scene.  Nelson,  who  at  34  is  a 

veteran  sportscaster ,  is  a  native  of  Columbia,  Tenn.  After  graduating 

from  the  University  of  Tennessee  in  1941,  he  served  three  years  with 

the  Ninth  Infantry  Division,  Ernie  Pyle  once  referred  to  Nelson  as 

the  "best-liked  public  relations  officer  overseas"  when  Lindsey  was 

broadcasting  Army  baseball  games  in  Austria  during  off-duty  hours. 

Nelson  returned  home  to  a  job  as  promotion  manager  of  the 

Knoxville  News -Sentinel .  In  1948,  he  joined  WKGN,  Knoxville,  as  sports 

announcer.  He  later  broadcast  University  of  Tennessee  football  games, 

his  authoritative  descriptions  bringing  him  an  offer  from  the  Liberty 

Network  in  Dallas,  where  he  was  named  director  of  football  in  1951* 

That  season  he  described  25  college  and  professional  games  in  all  parts 

of  the  country,  flying  a  total  of  26,000  miles  to  cover  them. 

He  also  was  official  broadcaster  for  the  New  York  Yankees 

of  the  National  Football  League.  He  joined  NBC  as  assistant  director 

of  sports  in  July,  1952.  Nelson  supervised  NBC-TV's  coverage  of  the 

1952  NCAA  football  schedule. 
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NBC  RADIO  NEWS 


ROBERT  YOUNG,  T FATHER  KNOWS  BEST'  STAR  AND  A  LEADING 
EXPONENT  OF  SAFE  DRIVING,  TO  ADDRESS  N.Y.  SAFETY  COUNCIL 

Robert  Young,  veteran  motion  picture  actor  and  star  of  the 
NBC  radio  series,  FATHER  KNOWS  BEST  (NBC  radio,  Thursday,  8:30  p.m., 
EST),  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  23rd  annual  convention  dinner 
of  the  Greater  New  York  Safety  Council  on  March  26  at  the  Hotel 
Statler  in  New  York  City. 

The  actor,  who  won  the  National  Safety  Council’s  1950  and  19$2 
public  interest  awards  for  his  promotion  of  safety  among  teen-age 
drivers,  also  won  the  1950  Alfred  P.  Sloan  radio  award  for  that  year's 
outstanding  contribution  to  highway  safety. 

Through  his  NBC  radio  program,  "Father  Knows  Best,"  and  in 
tours  of  high  schools  and  civic  clubs  across  the  country.  Young  has 
enlisted  3*000,000  members  in  the  Robert  Young  Good  Drivers  Club. 

This  was  set  up  by  the  Inter-Industry  Highway  Safety  Committee  to  pro¬ 
mote  safer  driving  among  motorists  between  the  ages  of  15  and  25.  The 
"Dad  to  Daughter"  and  "Man  to  Man"  written  agreements  are  part  of  that 
campaign. 

The  dinner  is  a  highlight  of  the  four-day  convention  which 
brings  together  10,000  safety  experts  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 
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March  4,  1953 


ADOLPH  DEUTSCH  APPOINTED  MUSICAL  DIRECTOR 
OP  ACADEMY  AWARDS  PRESENTATION  MARCH  19 


4\ 


\p 

4\ 


Adolph  Deutsch,  president  of  the  Screen  Composers  Association 
and  member  of  MGM’s  music  staff,  has  been  appointed  music  director  for 
the  Academy  Awards  presentation  Thursday,  March  19,  which  will  be 
broadcast  and  televised  over  the  combined  facilities  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  (10:30  p.m.,  to  midnight,  EST) . 

Deutsch  has  had  a  long  and  distinguished  career  in  the  field 
of  music.  He  was  composer,  arranger '.and  conductor  for  a  number  of  out¬ 
standing  musical  comedies  in  New  York  before  coming  to  Hollywood  In 
1937. 

His  score  for  "Annie  Get  Your  Gun"  received  the  1950  Academy 
Award  as  the  best  score  of  a  musical  picture  that  year.  In  1951,  his 
score  for  "Show  Boat"  was  nominated  for  a  musical  award. 

Assisting  Deutsch  will  be  Bobby  Heifer  in  the  post  of  orches¬ 
tra  manager.  Heifer  is  also  a  member  of  the  music  staff  at  MGM, 

Johnny  Green,  MGM  musical  director,  is  general  producer  of  the 
presentation  for  the  Academy. 
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NBC  TELEVISION  IN  NEW  YORK  AND  RADIO  NETWORK  THROUGHOUT  U.S. 

REMAIN  ON  AIR  MOST  OF  NIGHT  TO  HANDLE  STALIN  ILLNESS  STORY 

NBC  television  (in  New  York)  and  NBC's  nationwide  radio 
network  stayed  on  the  air  most  of  the  night  on  Tuesday,  March  3, to 
broadcast  the  facts  and  the  speculation  on  Premier  Josef  Stalin’s 
illness . 

Under  supervision  of  William  R.  McAndrew,  manager  of  news 
and  special  events,  and  Joseph  Meyers,  manager  of  NBC’s  central 
newsdesk,  commentators  and  newscasters  reported  the  latest  information 
received  from  network  correspondents  throughout  Europe  and  around  the 
world. 

NBC  broadcast  the  first  bulletin  on  Stalin’s  stroke  at;12:36 
a.m.,  EST  (early  Wednesday  morning^  on  radio  and  at  12:44  a.m.  on 
television. 

Bill  Fitzgerald  reported  the  latest  news  from  Moscow  at 
12:55  and  1:45  a.m.  for  radio  network  and  WNBT  TV  audiences.  Bob 
Considine  and  Morgan  Beatty  broadcast  the  Washington  reaction  from  the 
nation’s  capital  at  2:30  a.m.  (radio  network  and  WNBT). 

Henry  Cassidy,  noted  diplomatic  correspondent,  went  before 
WNBT  TV  cameras  and  radio  microphones  in  New  York  at  3:15  a.m.  to 
reminisce  about  his  personal  meetings  with  Stalin  during  and  immediate¬ 
ly  after  World  War  II.  Cassidy's  report  was  seen  and  heard  in  New 
York  on  radio  and  television  and  heard  on  NBC's  radio  network  through¬ 
out  the  country. 

WNBC  continued  to  broadcast  further  bulletins  on  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  Moscow  during  "Music  Through  the  Night." 

(more ) 
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2  -  Stalin  Coverage 


When  NBC’s  television  network  went  on  the  air  again  this 
morning  with  "Today"  at  7:00  a.m.,  viewers  throughout  the  East  and 
Midwest  were  given  the  latest  bulletins  and  commentary  by  NBC  repor¬ 
ters  in  key  foreign  cities. 

Ed  Newman  reported  opinion  in  London,  Robert  McCormick  in 
Frankfort,  Paul  Archinard  in  Paris,  while  George  Thomas  Folster  in 
Tokyo  reported  Far  Eastern  reaction. 

Dr.  Bernard  Handler,  NBC  staff  physician  in  New  York,  was 
interviewed  by  news  editor  James  Fleming  about  the  medical  aspects  of 
Stalin’s  condition.  At  8:03  a.m.,  EST,  an  actual  news  broadcast  of 
Radio  Moscow  was  picked  up  by  NBC’s  listening  post  and  carried  to  the 
television  audience. 

H.V,  Kaltenborn,  dean  of  radio  commentators,  did  a  wrapup 
of  latest  developments  in  the  Stalin  story  on  NBC  radio  at  9:30  a.m., 
EST. 


NBC -New  York,  3/V53 
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ft  C  A  BUILDING  -  RADIO  CITY  -  NEW  YORK 


PR-17A  9-45 


March  5*  1953 


THOMAS  E.  ERVIN,  GENERAL  ATTORNEY  OF  NBC, 
IS  ELECTED  A  VICE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  COMPANY 


Thomas  E.  Ervin,  recently  appointed  general  attorney  of  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company,  was  elected  a  vice  president  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  today,  Frank  White  NBC  President, 
announced . 

Ervin  succeeded  Gustav  B.  Margraf,  vice  president  and  former 
general  attorney,  who  was  promoted  to  the  new  position  of  vice  presi- 
^  dent  in  charge  of  Talent  and  Program  Administration  earlier  this  week. 

Thomas  E.  Ervin  joined  the  Legal  Department  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  in  March,  1948,  and  was  appointed  assistant 
general  attorney  in  July  of  that  year.  In  this  capacity,  he  has  re¬ 
presented  NBC  in  important  proceedings  before  the  FCC  and  the  courts, 
including  such  matters  as  the  Spot  Representation  Case  and  the 
Commission’s  Lottery  Rules.  He  also  has  handled  many  of  the  company’s 
major  legal  matters,  particularly  in  relations  with  advertisers, 
agencies  and  stations. 

Born  in  MIddleport,  Ohio,  on  Nov.  28,  1911,  Ervin  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  community  and  Columbus  before  at¬ 
tending  Ohio  State  University.  He  received  his  A .B .  degree  in  1932 
and  went  on  to  the  Columbia  University  School  of  Law,  receiving  an 
LL.B  degree  in  1935. 


(more ) 
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2  -  Ervin 


In  that  same  year. he  joined  the  law  firm  of  Cotton,  Franklin, 
Wright  &  Gordon  in  New  York  City.  Ervin  left  there  in  November,  1938* 
to  take  a  position  in  the  Appellate  Section  of  the  Lands  Division  of 
the  Department  of  Justice.  From  April,  1939*  to  April,  1941,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  law  offices  of  Bleakley,  Platt  &  Walker,  New  York  City 
where  he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  litigation  matters. 

Ervin  entered  the  U.S.  Army  as  a  private  in  April,  1941,  and 
was  graduated  from  Anti-Aircraft  Artillery  OCS  as  a  second  lieutenant 
in  June,  1942.  Shortly  thereafter  he  was  transferred  to  the  Military 
Intelligence  Service  in  Washington,  D.C.  He  served  overseas  as  a 
special  liaison  officer  in  Military  Intelligence  during  1945*  and  was 
relieved  from  active  duty  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  in 
May,  1946. 

As  a  civilian  lawyer,  Ervin  served  as  deputy  to  Brig.  Gen. 
Telford  Taylor,  in  charge  of  prosecuting  the  second  series  of  war 
crimes  trials  at  Nurnberg,  Germany,  beginning  in  June,  1946.  He  also 
was  chief  prosecutor  for  the  United  States  in  one  of  the  trials,  be¬ 
fore  resigning  his  post  in  November,  1947  to  return  to  this  country. 

Ervin  and  his  wife  and  son  reside  in  New  York  City. 


NBC -New  York,  3/5/53 
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INTERNATIONAL  THEATRE,  N.Y.,  WILL  BE  SECOND  ACADEMY  AWARDS 
CEREMONY  SITE  IN  2 -COAST,  1^-HOUR  NBC  TV  AND  RADIO  PROGRAM 


NBC’s  historic  first  telecast  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Pic¬ 
ture  Arts  and  Sciences  Awards  in  Hollywood  will  include  an  East  Coast 
ceremony  at  the  International  Theatre  (instead  of  the  Hudson  Theatre, 
as  previously  announced)  in  New  York  on  Thursday,  March  19 »  The  tele¬ 
cast  and  NBC’s  radio  broadcast  of  the  exciting  "Oscar"  awards  will 
u  start  at  10:30  p.m.  and  continue  until  midnight,  EST,  a  half-hour  more 
than  originally  scheduled. 

The  RCA  Victor  Division  of  the  Radio  Corporation  of  America 
is  sponsoring  the  90~minu"te  program  that  will  combine  the  glamor  of  a 
famous  special  event  with  entertainment  by  some  of  the  biggest  names 
in  motion  pictures,  television  and  radio. 

Comedy  star  Bob  Hope  will  emcee  the  25th  annual  Academy 
Awards  ceremony.  Paul  Douglas,  star  of  stage,  screen  and  radio,  will 
serve  as  radio  commentator  for  the  radio  broadcast  of  the  ceremonies. 

Johnny  Green,  musical  director  of  MGM,  is  the  Academy’s 
general  director  of  the  presentation  ceremony  in  Hollywood’s  RKO 
Pantages  Theatre.  Robert  Welch,  NBC-TV  producer,  will  supervise  the 
nationwide  telecast  from  the  film  capital  where  William  Bennington 
^  will  direct. 

(more ) 
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2  -  Academy  Awards 


NEC's  special  East  Coast  presentation  at  the  International 
Theatre  will  star  many  former  ''Oscar"  winners  and  those  nominees  for 
this  year’s  awards  who  are  in  New  York.  Shirley  Booth  and  Bette  Davis, 
both  nominees  for  the  "best  actress"  honor,  are  expected  to  be  present 
at  NBC’s  first-in-history  New  York  "Oscar"  ceremony.  Richard  Clemmer 
will  produce  it  and  Warren  Jacober  will  direct. 

This  year’s  Academy  Awards  telecast  marks  the  first  time 
that  millions  of  movie  fans  throughout  the  nation  can  look  in  on 
Hollywood’s  biggest  night  of  the  year.  NBC  obtained  TV  and  radio 
rights  to  the  ceremonies  for  $100,000. 


NBC -New  York,  3/5/53 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


ARCHITECTS1  INSTITUTE  HEARS  NBC  AND  RCA  VICTOR  EXPERTS’ 

VIEWS  ON  TELEVISION’S  EFFECT  ON  FUTURE  BUILDING  DESIGN 

Three  officials  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  and  one 
of  the  RCA  Victor  Division  of  the  Radio  Corporation  of  America  will 
address  a  special  luncheon  meeting  of  the  New  York  Chapter  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects  Wednesday,  March  11,  at  Toots  Shor’s 
Restaurant . 

The  meeting  was  arranged  by  NBC  so  that  the  architects  might 
learn  of  future  television  developments  that  might  have  an  impact  on 
building  design. 

Speakers,  and  their  subjects,  are: 

Sylvester  L.  (Pat)  Weaver  Jr.,  vice  chairman  of  the 
board  of  NBC  -  "TV  and  Its  Broader  Concepts  Relative  to  Peoples 
and  Their  Environment." 

O.B.  Hanson,  vice  president  in  charge  of  NBC’s 
Engineering  Department *•  "TV  Plants,  Equipment,  Requirements 
and  Construction  Methods," 

Sol  Ccrnberg;  supervisor  of  plant  and  facilities 
development  for  NBC  -  "Facilities  Design  Bearing  on  Produc¬ 
tion  Requirements  and  Operating  Costs." 

H.T.  Swayer,  manager  of  the  industrial  equipment 
section,  engineering  products  department,  RCA  Victor  Divi¬ 
sion  -  "Industrial  TV,  Its  Present  and  Future." 

Leading  architects  of  New  York  will  attend  the  luncheon. 
After  the  meeting  they  will  be  guests  of  NBC  on  a  tour  of  the  net¬ 
work's  Radio  City  studios. 
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NBC  TRADE  NE^S 


GEORGE  W.  FUERST  IS  NAMED  REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR  NBC -TV  SPOT  SALES  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Appointment  of  George  W.  Fuerst  as  the  NBC-TV  Spot  Sales 
representative  in  the  San  Francisco  area,  effective  March  15*  was  an¬ 
nounced  today  by  Thomas  B.  McFadden,  director  of  National  Spot  Sales 
for  the  network. 

Fuerst,  most  recently  a  television  salesman  for  the  ABC 
network,  has  over  20  years  experience  in  the  broadcasting  industry. 

He  was  also  a  salesman  with  KJBS  Broadcasters  and  during  the  war 
served  as  a  radio  engineer  with  the  Office  of  War  Information. 

Fuerst  will  make  his  office  in  San  Francisco,  replacing  Carl 
Nielsen  who  has  resigned. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


NBC  APPLIES  FOR  SOVIET  VISAS  FOR  NEWS  AND  FILM  MEN'S 
FIRST-HAND  COVERAGE  OF  CRITICAL  RUSSIAN  EVENTS 


vt 


* 
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NBC  is  waiting  a  reply  from  the  Soviet  Embassy  in  Washington 
to  the  network’s  request  for  a  correspondent's  and  film  cameraman's 
visa  to  Russia. 

NBC  requested  the  two  visas  in  order  to  provide  Americans 
with  first-hand  broadcast  reports  of  Stalin's  illness  immediately  aftei 
the  first  word  was  received  late  Tuesday  night,  March  3« 

Charles  C.  Barry,  vice  president  in  charge  of  networks  pro¬ 
grams,  wired  the  Soviet  Embassy  in  Washington  as  follows: 

"In  view  of  enormous  historical  significance  of  events  today 
in  your  country,  we  feel  you  will  consider  favorably  this  application 
for  visas  to  be  issued  to  one  correspondent  and  one  film  cameraman  from 
NBC's  staff  to  go  to  your  country  immediately  and  report  for  American 
people  this  moment  in  history." 

NBC  has  not  had  a  permanent  correspondent  in  Moscow  since 
April,  19^8,  when  Robert  Magidoff,  network  newsman  in  the  Soviet  capital, 
was  forced  by  the  Russian  government  to  leave  the  country. 
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CENTRALIZED  SPOTLIGHT  CONTROL  SYSTEM  ADDED  TO  NBC -TV  STUDIO 
PROVIDES  FOR  CONTROL  OF  50  SPOTLIGHTS  FROM  SINGLE  PEDESTAL 

A  new  centralized  spotlight  control  system  in  which  50  spot¬ 
lights  in  a  group  are  operated  from  a  common  movable  pedestal  has  been 
installed  by  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  in  Studio  8-G  in  Radio 
City,  New  York. 

Two  of  the  systems  have  been  set  up,  meaning  that  a  total  of 
100  spotlights  in  8-G  are  automatically  controlled  from  two  pedestals  . 

Each  pedestal  ultimately  will  be  able  to  send  52  "messages" 
to  each  spotlight  in  the  unit.  At  present,  each  pedestal  can  send 
about  17  messages  to  each  unit. 

Without  stopping  or  interfering  with  any  other  activity  in 
the  studio,  the  operator  of  the  pedestal  is  now  able  to  switch  each 
unit  on  or  off,  raise  and  lower  the  unit,  cause  it  to  spot  or  flood, 
pan  380  degrees  or  tilt  180  degrees.  The  pedestal  also  sets,  resets, 
focuses  and  trims  lighting  equipment. 

The  spotlight  control  system  was  developed  by  Century  Light¬ 
ing  Company  in  collaboration  with  Paramount  Pictures  Corp.,  under  the 
personal  supervision  of  Loren  Ryder  of  that  company.  The  system  was 
introduced  into  NBC  through  the  office  of  Sol  Cornberg,  supervisor  of 
plant  and  facilities  development,  who  represented  television’s  needs 
in  the  development  of  this  equipment. 

(more ) 
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2  -  Spotlights 


"With  the  spotlight  control  system  in  use,  there  will  be  no 
reason  for  any  rehearsal  to  be  stopped  for  a  lighting  program,"  Mr. 
Cornberg  pointed  out. 

The  pedestals  are  operated  by  a  stagehand,  under  supervision 
of  lighting  direction  engineers.  Among  the  NBC-TV  shows  originating 
in  8-G  that  are  using  the  new  system  are  "Treasury  Men  In  Action," 

"Big  Story,"  and  "Television  Playhouse." 
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from  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 


PAST  TWELVE  MONTHS  SPELLED  A  BANNER  YEAR  OF  HONORS 
FOR  NBC  TV  AND  RADIO  EFFORTS  OF  ROBERT  MONTGOMERY 

’Show  of  the  Month*  Title  from  TV  Review  Board  Is  Latest 


It  has  been  a  banner  year  of  awards  and  citations  for  Robert 
Montgomery  and  the  NBC  radio  and  TV  shows  associated  with  him.  Latest 
accolade  comes  from  the  National  Television  Review  Board,  which  has 

just  named  ROBERT  MONTGOMERY  PRESENTS  (NBC-TV,  Monday,  9:30  p.m.,  EST), 
as  the  "Show  of  the  Month." 

The  dramatic  hour-long  program,  sponsored  alternately  by 
Lucky  Strike  Cigarettes  and  the  Johnson’s  Wax  Company,  was  cited  for 
)  ”contr,ibuting  wholesome  and  outstanding  entertainment  and  advancing 
the  standards  of  television  programming  for  the  entire  industry." 

Montgomery’s  show  is  the  second  to  be  honored  by  the  board 
under  a  new  policy  of  giving  regular  recognition  to  outstanding  video 
shows.  The  January  award  went  to  NBC-TV’s  "Ding  Dong  School." 

On  Feb.  22,  Robert  Montgomery  was  presented  with  a  George 
Washington  Honor  Medal  by  Vice  President  Richard  M.  Nixon  at  the  fourth 
annual  Freedoms  Foundation  awards  ceremonies,  held  in  Valley  Forge,  Pa. 
Montgomery  won  the  top  award  in  the  radio  category  from  among  23  win¬ 
ners  and  over  200  entries  for  his  recent  NBC  radio  program  of  news 
commentary,  "A  Citizen  Views  the  News." 

The  National  Awards  Jury  of  Freedoms  Foundation,  in  citing 
Montgomery  and  his  radio  program,  considered  "his  objective  to  be  out- 
l)  Standins;  hls  Presentation  of  news  and  issues  affecting  our  country  to 


(more ) 
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be  of  a  high  order;  his  analyses  and  comments  to  reflect  understanding 
and  patriotic  devotion  to  the  principles  underlying  our  American  free¬ 
doms  and  his  influence,  exerted  through  this  broadcast  series,  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  constructive  and  defensive  force  for  the  preservation  of 
those  freedoms." 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Montgomery  honors  within  the  last 
12  months  have  included:  the  Gold  Medal  for  1952  from  the  Inter¬ 
national  Benjamin  Franklin  Society;  "Robert  Montgomery  Presents"  being 
named  "Best  Dramatic  Show"  in  the  fifth  annual  "Emmy  Awards"  of  the 
Academy  of  Television  Arts  and  Sciences;  the  "Dramatic  Show  of  the 

Year"  designation  in  the  annual  poll  of  the  nation’s  top  radio  and  TV 
editors  conducted  by  Radio-TV  Daily;  the  "Bust  Dramatic  Series"  title 

in  annual  Sylvania  Television  Awards;  the  "Best  Dramatic  Program" 

award  in  third  annual  Look  Magazine  TV  honors;  the  Gold  Medal  Award 

as  "Best  Dramatic  Show"  from  TV  Guide,  New  York;  the  "Favorite  Dramatic 

Program"  award  in  readers’  poll  of  TV  Digest,  Philadelphia,  and  the 

"Best  Dramatic  Program"  in  readers’  poll  of  TV  Forecast,  Chicago. 

The  commercials  on  "Robert  Montgomery  Presents"  were  named 
"Best  Commercial  Presentation"  in  the  annual  Motion  Picture  Daily- 
Fame  TV  poll,  and  Montgomery’s  former  radio  program,  "A  Citizen  Views 
the  News,"  won  for  him  a  citation  and  plaque  from  the  Order  of  De  Molay 
as  "the  most  outstanding  commentator  on  the  air." 

Both  sponsors  of  "Robert  Montgomery  Presents"  have  renewed 
their  contracts  through  195*+. 
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* - * 

AN  NBC -TV  PROGRAM 
* — - * 


’ ARMSTRONG’S  CIRCLE  THEATRE 1  COMMISSIONS  AN  ORIGINAL  OPERA, 

'THE  PARROT,'  AS  AN  INNOVATION  ON  ITS  WEEKLY  TV  SERIES 

FOR  RELEASE  MONDAY  A,M, ,  MARCH  9 

The  first  opera  commissioned  by  a  commercial  sponsor  of  a 
video  program  will  be  seen  on  NBC-TV  Tuesday,  March  24  (9:30  p.m„  EST) , 
Titled  "The  Parrot,"  it  will  be  presented  by  the  Armstrong 
^  Cork  Company  of  Lancaster,  Pa,,  as  an  innovation  on  its  regularly 
scheduled  weekly  program  CIRCLE  THEATRE. 

Darrell  Peter  composed  the  score  for  the  new  work  to  the 
book  by  Frank  P.  De  Felitta,  Neither  man  has  been  previously 
represented  on  the  opera  stage, 

Peter  received  his  master's  degree  in  music  at  the  Eastland 
School  of  Music  in  Rochester,  N«Y.  Now  he  teaches  at  the  Manhattan 
School  of  Music,  and  is  studying  for  a  doctorate  in  music  at  Columbia 
University, 

His  first  composition  was  written  at  the  age  of  three  when 
he  gave  his  first  piano  recital  in  his  home  town  of  Pawnee,  Okla., 
featuring  the  number.  He  will  conduct  the  opera,  which  is  written  for 
six  solo  voices  with  piano  accompaniment. 

(more) 
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March  6,  1953 

* - * 

AN  NBC -TV  PROGRAM 
* - * 

'ARMSTRONG’S  CIRCLE  THEATRE'  COMMISSIONS  AN  ORIGINAL  OPERA, 

'THE  PARROT,’  AS  AN  INNOVATION  ON  ITS  WEEKLY  TV  SERIES 

FOR  RELEASE  MONDAY  A.M.,  MARCH  9 

The  first  opera  commissioned  by  a  commercial  sponsor  of  a 
video  program  will  be  seen  on  NBC-TV  Tuesday,  March  24  (9:30  p.m„  EST) , 
Titled  "The  Parrot,"  it  will  be  presented  by  the  Armstrong 
f)  Cork  Company  of  Lancaster,  Pa,,  as  an  innovation  on  its  regularly 
scheduled  weekly  program  CIRCLE  THEATRE. 

Darrell  Peter  composed  the  score  for  the  new  work  to  the 
book  by  Frank  P.  De  Felitta.  Neither  man  has  been  previously 
represented  on  the  opera  stage. 

Peter  received  his  master's  degree  in  music  at  the  Eastland 
School  of  Music  in  Rochester,  N«Y.  Now  he  teaches  at  the  Manhattan 
School  of  Music,  and  is  studying  for  a  doctorate  in  music  at  Columbia 
University. 

His  first  composition  was  written  at  the  age  of  three  when 
he  gave  his  first  piano  recital  in  his  home  town  of  Pawnee,  Okla., 
featuring  the  number.  He  will  conduct  the  opera,  which  is  written  for 
.  six  solo  voices  with  piano  accompaniment. 
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'Circle  Theatre1 


De  Felitta’s  ability  as  a  writer  became  apparent  when  he 
submitted  his  first  television  script  to  Armstrong's  "Circle  Theatre" 
about  18  months  ago  and  it  was  bought  on  sight.  Since  then  he  has 
written  nine  original  TV  dramas  for  the  program. 

The  Armstrong  Cork  Company,  in  an  effort  to  add  variety  to 
the  "Circle  Theatre"  series  and  to  encourage  new  writing  and  composing 
talent,  commissioned  Peter  and  De  Felitta  in  November,  1952,  to  do  the 
opera.  It  will  be  done  in  modern  dress  with  a  Victorian  setting,  A 
"talented"  parrot,  for  which  a  search  has  already  been  instituted,  will 
be  prominently  featured  in  the  cast. 

Hudson  Faussett  will  produce  the  new  work  for  NBC.  Garry 
Simpson  will  direct, 
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from  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 


NBC  TELEVISION  AND  RADIO  KEPT  AMERICAN  AUDIENCES  ABREAST 
OP  STALIN  STORY  WITH  BULLETINS,  FILMS  AND  INTERVIEWS 

’News  Caravan,,  ’  ’Today,  ’  and  Other  News  Shows  Offered  Special 
Angles  on  Big  International  News  Story 

The  first  American  radio  broadcast  direct  from  Moscow  and 
four  special  Stalin  obituary  programs  were  the  highlights  of  NBC’s 
combined  television-radio  news  coverage  of  the  death  of  Premier 
Josef  Stalin. 

William  R.  McAndrew,  manager  of  news  and  special  events,  and 
Joseph  0.  Meyers,  manager  of  NBC’s  central  newsdesk,  coordinated  a 
world-wide  staff  of  correspondents  and  cameramen  to  bring  the  whole 
story  of  Stalin’s  death  to  TV  and  radio  audiences. 

Merrill  Mueller  in  New  York  and  Eddie  Gilmore,  Associated 
Press  correspondent  in  Moscow,  spoke  on  a  two-way  radio  circuit  for 
the  first  Moscow-U.S,  broadcast  carried  by  an  American  network  since 
1948 .  The  transoceanic  broadcast  was  heard  over  WNBC  at  1:00  p.m., 
EST,  and  over  the  NBC  radio  network  at  1:30  p.m.,  EST,  on  Thursday, 
March  5. 

NBC  television  and  radio  presented  the  bulletin  of  Stalin's 
death  at  8:14  p.m.,  EST,  and  repeated  it  at  8:30. 

At  9:30  p.m.,  NBC  radio  broadcast  a  special  Stalin  obituary 
program  with  H.V.  Kaltenborn,  Morgan  Beatty,  W.W.  Chaplin,  Henry  Cas¬ 
sidy,  Bill  Fitzgerald,  Frank  Bourgholtzer  and  Kenneth  Banghart  recall¬ 
ing  experiences,  personal  memories  of  meetings  with  the  Russian  dicta¬ 
tor,  and  other  aspects  of  Stalin’s  career. 

(more ) 
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NBC  television  provided  a  film  obituary  and  comments  !>y  many 
NBC  commentators  at  11:00  p.m.  and,  at  11:15  p.m.,  Henry  Cassidy, 
diplomatic  correspondent  who  worked  in  Moscow  for  a  time,  and  H.V. 
Kaltenborn  were  featured. 

NBC's  world-wide  staff  of  newsmen  provided  the  reaction  to 
Stalin's  death  in  each  of  their  cities:  Romney  Wheeler  in  London, 

Paul  Archinard  in  Paris,  Robert  McCormick  in  Frankfurt,  Jim  Robinson 
in  Seoul,  George  Thomas  Folster  in  Tokyo,  George  Santiago  in  Rome  and 
Leif  Eid  and  others  in  Washington. 

"Camel  News  Caravan"  (NBC-TV  network  at  7:45  p.m.,  EST)  was 
on  top  of  the  news  breaks  throughout  each  day  of  Stalin's  illness. 

"Today"  went  on  the  TV  network  at  7:00  a.m.  with  latest  bulle¬ 
tins  on  the  Stalin  death  and  funeral  arrangements.  NBC  correspondents 
in  key  cities  of  the  world  reported  the  reaction  of  people  in  London, 
Paris,  Rome,  Frankfurt,  and  the  Far  East. 

H.V.  Kaltenborn,  dean  of  radio  correspondents,  was  inter¬ 
viewed  by  news  editor  James  Fleming  and  gave  his  opinions  on  the 
future  rule  of  Russia  and  its  ramifications  in  the  non-Communist  world. 

The  official  announcement  of  the  death  of  Stalin,  as  broad¬ 
cast  by  Ra&io  Moscow,  was  recorded  during  the  night  and  aired  for  the 
"Today"  audience.  A  short  time  later,  communication-  with  Moscow  was 
reestablished  and  Associated  Press  correspondent  Eddie  Gilmore,  an  old 
friend  of  Fleming,  detailed  the  situation  in  Moscow,  telling  the  NBC-TV 
audience  about  the  mourning,  the  first  funeral  preparations  and  the 
weather  prevailing  in  the  Russian  capital. 

Eric  Johnston  was  televised  from  Washington,  D.C.,  in  an 
interview  with  NBC  reporter  Ray  Schearer.  Johnston  recalled  his  days 
in  the  Russian  capital  and  related  the  story  of  his  famous  interview 
with  Stalin  in  the  Kremlin  in  1944. 
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MARCH  17  ATOMIC  BLAST  AT  YUCCA  FLAT  NEAR  LAS  VEGAS 
WILL  BE  TELECAST  AS  PART  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE  PROGRAM 

Ace  Newsmen  on  Scene  for  Event  Arranged  with  Advertising  Council; 
NBC  TV  and  Radio  Shows  Schedule  Detailed  Coverage 


ft 


ft 
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NBC  radio  and  television  news  teams  will  bring  the  nation 
the  live  picture  and  the  story  of  the  atomic  explosion  planned  for 
Tuesday,  March  17  at  Yucca  Flat  near  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 

Morgan  Beatty,  Ed  Haaker  and  John  Cameron  Swayze  will  be  the 
NBC  newsmen  on  the  scene  of  the  blast. 

NBC,  in  association  with  the  Advertising  Council,  will  tele¬ 
vise  the  actual  explosion,  scheduled  for  8:20  a.m.,  EST  on  Tuesday, 
March  17.  as  part  of  a  special  civil  defense  program  from  Yucca  Flat 
(8:00  to  8:30  a.m.,  EST). 

NBC-TV  cameras  will  enter  the  actual  blast  area  a  few  hours 
later  for  a  direct  pickup  from  Yucca  Flat  (4:45  p.m.  to  5:00,  EST) 
during  the  "Kate  Smith  Hour."  Morgan  Beatty  will  be  the  network  com¬ 
mentator  during  both  these  programs. 

(more ) 


AMERICA'S  NO.  1  NETWORK  ■  THE  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 


2  -  Atomic  Blast 


Commentator  John  Cameron  Swayze  will  be  at  Yucca  Flat  for 
the  actual  blast  and  will  describe  it  on  film  which  will  be  shown  on 
NBC-TV’s  CAMEL  NEWS  CARAVAN  Tuesday  evening  at  7:^5  (EST  and  PST), 
Swayze  and  the  News  Caravan  are  flying  from  New  York  to  Hollywood  the 
previous  weekend  and  will  originate  the  Caravan  from  NBC  studios  in 
Hollywood  on  Monday,  March  16  and  Tuesday,  March  17.  The  Camel  News- 
liner  will  fly  Swayze  back  and  forth  between  Yucca  Flat  and  Hollywood 
before  and  after  the  actual  explosion. 

NBC  radio  will  broadcast  a  full  report  of  preparations  for 
the  atomic  blast,  the  blast  itself  and  its  effects,  on  a  special  pro¬ 
gram  to  be  aired  early  Tuesday,  March  17  (time  to  be  announced), 

Beatty  also  will  use  live  and  tape-recorded  reports  of  the  ground- 
exploded  bomb  on  both  editions  of  ’’News  of  the  World"  (7:30  p.m.,  EST, 
network  and  WNBC;  11:15  p.m.,  EST,  network  except  WNBC).  "News  of  the 
World"  will  originate  from  NBC  affiliate  KORK  in  Las  Vegas  on  Monday, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  March  1 6,  17  and  l8,  with  Beatty  in  his  usual 
role. 

The  live  television  coverage  of  the  atomic  blast  will  be 
made  by  pooled  facilities  of  the  television  networks  and  stations  of 
the  United  States  in  association  with  the  Advertising  Council.  NBC 
master  control  in  Hollywood  will  be  the  point  where  the  radio  and  TV 
reports  from  Yucca  Flat  will  be  distributed  to  all  networks. 
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academy  motion  picture  art  &  sciences  awards  on  television  &  radio  thursday  march  19,  10:30  pm  (est.) 


TWENTY  NOTED  WINNERS  OF  PAST  ACADEMY  AWARDS  WILL  BE  ON  STAGE 

FOR  GALA  25th  ANNUAL  1  OSCAR*  CEREMONIES  ON  NBC- TV  AND  RADIO 

- #  # - 

Twenty  former  Academy  Awards  winners  will  appear  on  NBC's 


telecast  and  radio  broadcast  of  the  25th  annual  presentation  on 
Thursday,  March  19  (10:30  p.m.  to  midnight,  EST),  to  hand  the  "Oscars" 
to  this  year’s  winners,  Johnny  Green,  general  director  of  the  cere¬ 
monies,  revealed  today. 

Green  said  this  year  would  be  the  first  time  all  the  presen¬ 
ters  of  awards  would  be  "Oscar"  winners  of  previous  years. 

The  distinguished  motion  picture  personalities  who  will  be 
on-stage  at  the  Hollywood  Pantages  Theatre  to  present  this  year's 
"Oscars"  are: 

Janet  Gaynor,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actress"  award,  1927-28, 
for  "Seventh  Heaven,"  "Street  Angel,"  and  "Sunrise," 

Mary  Pickford,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actress"  award,  1928-29, 
for  "Coquette," 

Loretta  Young,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actress"  award,  19^7r  for 
"The  Farmer’s  Daughter." 

Ginger  Rogers,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actress"  award,  1940,  for 
"Kitty  Foyle," 

Anne  Baxter,  winner  of  the  "Best  Supporting  Actress"  award, 
1946,  for  "The  Razor’s  Edge." 

Joan  Fontaine,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actress"  award,  1941,  for 
"Suspicion. " 

James  Stewart,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actor"  award,  1940,  for 
"The  Philadelphia  Story." 

Claire  Trevor,  winner  of  the  "Best  Supporting  Actress" 
award,  1948,  for  "Key  Largo." 

Ray  Milland,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actor"  award,  1945*  for 
"The  Lost  Weekend." 


(more ) 
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2  -  Academy  Winners 


Teresa  Wright,  winner  of  the  "Best  Supporting  Actress" 
award,  1942,  for  "Mrs.  Miniver." 

Jane  Wyman,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actress"  award,  1948,  for 
"Johnny  Belinda." 

Olivia  de  Havilland,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actress"  award, 
1946  and  194-9*  for  "To  Each  His  Own,"  and  "The  Heiress." 

Bobby  Driscoll,  "Outstanding  Juvenile  Actor"  award,  1949. 

Vivien  Leigh,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actress"  award,  1939  and 
1951*  for  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  and  "A  Streetcar  Named  Desire." 

Edmund  Gwenn,  winner  of  the  "Best  Supporting  Actor"  award, 
1947*  for  "Miracle  on  34th  Street." 

Ronald  Colman,  winner  of  the  "Best  Actor"  award,  1947*  for 
"A  Double  Life." 

Dore  Schary,  winner  of  the  "Best  Original  Story"  award, 
1938*  for  "Boys  Town." 

Walt  Disney,  winner  of  17  Academy  awards,  including  the 
Thalberg  award,  1941. 

Jean  Hersholt,  winner  of  "Special  Awards,"  1939  and  1949* 
and  former  president  of  the  Academy. 

Frank  Capra,  winner  of  "Best  Direction"  awards,  1934-38-38 
for  "It  Happened  One  Night,"  "Mr.  Deeds  Goes  to  Town,"  and  "You  Can't 
Take  It  With  You,"  and  former  president  of  the  Academy, 

Bob  Hope  will  be  master  of  ceremonies  for  the  program  which 
will  be  broadcast  and  telecast  coast-to-coast .  The  RCA  Victor  Divis¬ 
ion  of  Radio  Corporation  of  America  is  sponsoring  the  Academy  Awards 
broadcast  and  telecast  over  the  combined  facilities  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


NBC  VICE  PRESIDENT  JAMES  M.  GAINES  RESIGNS; 

WILL  JOIN  GENERAL  TELERADIO,  INC. 

The  National  Broadcasting  Company  today  an¬ 
nounced  the  resignation,  effective  March  15,  of 
James  M.  Gaines,  vice  president  for  Owned  and 
Operated  Stations,  who  is  joining  General  Tele¬ 
radio,  Inc. 

In  his  position  at  NBC,  Gaines  reported  to 
Charles  R.  Denny,  vice  president  for  Owned  and 
Operated  Stations,  public  relations  and  staff 
engineering,  NBC’s  five  radio  and  television 
stations  and  its  national  Spot  Sales  Department, 
which  formerly  reported  to  Gaines,  now  will  re¬ 
port  directly  to  Denny. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


DAVID  SAVAGE  TO  JOIN  NBC  FILM  DIVISION 
AS  MANAGER  OF  FILM  PROCUREMENT 

David  Savage  will  join  the  NBC  Film  Division  as  Manager 
of  Film  Procurement,  Tuesday,  March  17,  Robert  W.  Sarnoff,  vice 
president  in  charge  of  the  Division,  announced  today. 

For  the  past  two  years  manager  of  the  film  department  for 
WCBS-TV,  New  York,  Savage  was  associated  previously  with  Official 
Films  in  its  promotional  and  sales  activities,  and  prior  to  that 
spent  almost  two  years  in  the  Eastman  Kodak  Company’s  research  de¬ 
velopment  and  testing  division  in  Rochester.  While  there  he  also 
took  special  courses  in  photographic  technology  at  the  Rochester 
Institute  of  Technology. 

Savage,  in  his  new  duties,  will  report  to  Carl  Stanton, 
director  of  the  NBC  Film  Division. 

Born  in  New  York  City  March  17,  1922,  Savage  attended 
Stuyvesant  High  School  and  has  an  A.B.  degree  from  Columbia  University. 
He  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  during  World  War  II. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


CLIFTON  UTLEY  WINS  RADIO  REPORTING  AWARD 

Clifton  Utley,  NBC  news  analyst  and  commenta¬ 
tor  in  Chicago,  has  won  the  1953  radio  reporting 
award  of  the  Southwest  Journalism  Forum,  it  was 
announced  in  Dallas,  Texas  (March  7). 

The  awards  were  made  at  a  luncheon  in  Dallas , 

The  Southwest  Journalism  Forum  is  an  educational 
activity  of  the  Dallas  Press  Club. 

Utley  is  heard  over  the  NBC  radio  network  each 
Sunday  night  at  11:15  p.m.,  EST,  in  addition  to  his 
many  local  radio  and  TV  news  programs  in  Chicago. 

- o - 

FORMER  PRESIDENT  HERBERT  HOOVER  ON  RADIO  PIONEERS’  PROGRAM 
WITH  HAWAIIAN  GOVERNOR,  WELCOMING  HONOLULU  CHAPTER 

Former  President  Herbert  Hoover  and  Governor  Samuel  Wilder 
King  of  Hawaii  will  speak  on  a  special  NBC  radio  broadcast,  Wednesday, 
March  11  from  11:30  p.m.,  to  midnight,  EST  (network  except  WNBC),  when 
the  New  York  Chapter  of  the  Radio  Pioneers  welcomes  the  newly-formed 
chapter  in  Honolulu. 

William  S.  Hedges,  a  vice  president  of  NBC;  H.V,  Kaltenborn, 
dean  of  radio  commentators;  George  H.  Bowles,  head  of  Radio  Honolulu, 
and  Joe  White,  the  noted  "Silver  Masked  Tenor"  of  early  radio  days,  will 
speak  during  the  program.  Dorothy  Gordon,  president  of  the  New  York 
Chapter  of  the  Radio  Pioneers,  will  be  the  program  hostess. 
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’ MILLION-DOLLAR  SHOW'  TO  CELEBRATE  100TH  ’COMEDY  HOUR [ 

TELECAST  WITH  ALL  HEADLINING  STARS  PARTICIPATING 

Abbott  and  Costello,  Eddie  Cantor,  Bob  Hope,  Martin  and  Lewis, 
Donald  O’Connor,  Are  High-Scoring  Five  Acts  on  Five-Score 
Program;  Series  Presented  Hundreds  of  Guests 

* - #  ' *  * - # 

The  COLGATE  COMEDY  HOUR  will  celebrate  its  100th  telecast 

on  the  NBC  television  network  Sunday,  March  22  (NBC-TV,  8:00-9:00  p.m., 
EST),  with  a  "million-dollar-show"  starring  Bud  Abbott  and  Lou  Costello. 
Eddie  Cantor,  Bob  Hope,  Dean  Martin  and  Jerry  Lewis,  and  Donald 
O’Connor. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  all  the  stars  of  the  series, 
who  each  appear  on  an  average  of  once  every  five  weeks,  have  ever  been 
grouped  together  on  television. 

In  addition  to  being  telecast  on  the  NBC-TV  coast-to-coast 
network,  the  show  will  be  kinescoped  for  showing  to  the  armed  forces 
in  every  part  of  the  world. 

This  is  another  in  a  long  list  of  "firsts”  for  the  Sunday 
evening  extravaganza.  The  "Colgate  Comedy  Hour"  is  synonymous  with 
several  significant  developments  in  television.  This  was  the  first 
program  to  bring  the  big-name  comedians  to  TV  on  a  regular  basis.  It 
also  evolved  the  rotating  format  for  the  stars,  which  has  been  adopted 

(more ) 
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2  -  1  Colgate  Comedy  Hourf 


by  the  industry  and  applauded  by  millions  of  viewers.  This  was  the 
first  major  show  to  make  the  shift  to  the  West  Coast,  and  also  was  the 
first  commercial  program  to  be  beamed  across  the  country  on  the  co¬ 
axial  cable. 

The  NBC  Sunday  night  series  brought  to  the  viewing  public 
for  the  first  time  the  TV  images  of  Eddie  Cantor,  Fred  Allen,  Bud 
Abbott  and  Lou  Costello,  and  Bob  Hope.  A  new  comedy  team.  Dean  Martin 
and  Jerry  Lewis,  was  introduced  to  the  country  with  the  first  show  of 
their  own.  A  production  was  built  around  the  versatile  talents  of 
Donald  0*Connor  for  his  first  starring  appearance. 

In  addition  to  the  "regular"  stars  of  the  series,  the 
program,  now  in  its  third  season,  has  displayed  the  efforts  of  over 
300  top  guest  stars  and  outstanding  supporting  acts  representing  every 
facet  of  show  business. 

From  motion  pictures  the  "Colgate  Comedy  Hour"  has  drawn 
such  top-flight  names  as  Hedy  Lamarr,  Ann  Sheridan,  Charles  Laughton, 
George  Raft,  Farley  Granger,  Errol  Flynn,  Rhonda  Fleming,  Bruce  Cabot, 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Corinne  Calvet,  Cesar  Romero,  Arlene  Dahl,  Adele 
Jergens,  Broderick  Crawford,  Lisbeth  Scott,  and  Zsa  Zsa  Gabor. 

Primarily  from  the  Broadway  stage  the  program  has  obtained 
the  talents  of  Martha  Wright,  Mary  Hatcher,  Betty  Garrett,  Isabel 
Bigley,  Grace  Hartman,  Patricia  Morrison,  Robert  Alda,  Lisa  Kirk,  and 
Ray  Bo lger,  among  others. 

From  top  night  clubs,  famous  hotels  and  theatres  across  the 
country,  came  such  talented  performers  as  Constance  Moore,  Dorothy 
Dandridge,  the  Mayo  Brothers,  the  Four  Stepp  Brothers,  Danny  Lewis, 

(more) 
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3  -  'Colgate  Comedy  Hour* 


Tommy  Wonder  and  Marjorie  Banks,  the  Los  Gatos  Trio,  the  Szoneys,  Bill 
Daniel  and  Lita  Baron,  the  Three  Stooges,  Patti  Morre  and  Ben  Lessy, 
the  Nicholas  Brothers  and  the  Blackburn  Twins. 

The  recording  field's  elite  on  the  "Comedy  Hour"  included 
Peggy  Lee,  Rosemary  Clooney,  Connie  Haines,  Tony  Martin,  Kitty  Kallen, 
Louis  Armstrong,  Mindy  Carson,  Toni  Arden,  Eddie  Fisher,  the  Bell 
Sisters,  Phil  Harris,  Frances  Langford,  Margaret  Whiting,  the  Harmonica 
Rascals,  June  Hutton,  Don  Cherry,  and  the  Pied  Pipers.  All  of  these 
recording  artists  have  sung  their  specialties  on  the  Sunday  night 
series,  and  usually  just  at  a  time  when  they  currently  had  a  red  hot 
record  release. 

The  area  of  opera  and  concert  has  not  been  neglected  in  ob¬ 
taining  outstanding  entertainment  for  the  series.  Lily  Pons,  Jan 
Peerce,  Rise  Stevens,  Mimi  Benzell  and  Ezio  Pinza  have  each  appeared 
at  least  once  on  the  show. 

Other  television  shows  have  occasionally  provided  guests  for 
the  program.  Milton  Berle,  Herb  Shriner,  Dinah  Shore,  Jack  Carson, 
Danny  Thomas,  Ed  Wynn,  Jackie  Gleason,  Alan  Young,  and  Jack  Webb  were 
featured  visitors. 

There  have  also  been  several  "surprise  guests"  including  such 
headliners  as  Bing  Crosby  and  Danny  Kaye. 

Sam  Fuller  is  the  executive  producer  of  the  "Colgate  Comedy 
Hour"  series  and  in  that  capacity  is  responsible  for  all  talent  booking; 
Fuller  contends  that  he  has  had  his  share  of  problems  in  trying  to  al¬ 
ways  have  top  talent  available  in  the  right  place  at  the  right  time, 
but  freely  admits  that  staging  this  100th  telecast  with  all  of  the 
regular  stars  on  one  show  has  easily  been  the  most  difficult  undertakin; 

of  his  career.  He  adds  that  Sunday  night,  March  22,  will  be  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  a  TV  producer's  dream. 
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DINAH  SHORE  LAUNCHES  NEW  MONDAY-AND-FRIDAY  RADIO  SERIES 
WITH  BING  CROSBY  AS  FIRST  GUEST  STAR  ON  MARCH  23 


Program  From  Songstress1  Palm  Springs  Home  Will  Highlight  Duets 


PREMIERE 


Dinah  Shore,  one  of  America’s  foremost  singing  personalities, 
will  launch  a  new  musical  radio  series  over  the  nationwide  NBC  network 
on  Monday,  March  23  (10:00-10:15  p.m.,  EST).  The  broadcasts  will  be 
heard  every  Monday  and  Friday  at  the  same  time . 

Bing  Crosby  will  be  the  guest  star  of  Dinah’s  premiere  program 
March  23>  which  will  originate  from  the  songstress’  home  in  Palm 

Springs,  Calif.  The  two  stars  will  blend  their  voices  in  a  duet  of 

"You’ll  Never  Get  Away."  Bing’s  solo  selection  will  be  his  famed 
"Hushabye,"  and  Dinah  will  sing  "Thumbelina"  and  "Anywhere  I  Wander." 

The  new  radio  series  marks  Dinah’s  return,  after  a  short 

absence,  to  the  medium  in  which  she  first  won  national  fame  and  on 

which  she  has  long  been  an  established  star.  Dinah  first  achieved 
prominence  on  NBC’s  original  "Chamber  Music  Society  of  Lower  Basin 
Street"  and  later  as  a  featured  artist  for  three  years  on  Eddie  Cantor’s 
NBC  radio  show.  During  the  interim  years,  the  famed  songstress  has 
starred  in  a  succession  of  popular  radio  programs. 

(more ) 
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2  -  ’Dinah  Shore* 


On  Nov.  27#  1951#  Dinah  added  new  laurels  to  her  career  when 
she  began  her  highly  successful  NBC  television  series  (Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays  at  7:30  p.m.,  EST). 

Dinah* s  new  radio  series  will  be  sponsored  by  the  same 
clients  who  have  advertised  on  her  TV  programs  --  the  Chevrolet  Motor 
Division  and  the  Chevrolet  Dealers*  The  radio  programs  will  be  infor¬ 
mal  in  format  but  keyed  to  the  popular  musical  tastes  of  the  nation¬ 
wide  listening  audience. 

Ed  Pola  will  produce  and  direct  Dinah’s  radio  programs  which 
will  be  written  by  Tom  Adair.  The  musical  director  will  be  Prank  De 
Vol . 
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FREDRIC  MARCH  AND  CONRAD  NAGEL  WILL  BE  PRINCIPAL  FIGURES 

OF  NEW  YORK  PORTION  OF  ACADEMY  AWARDS  CEREMONIES  ON  NBC 

# - #  X - w 

Fredric  March,  famous  actor  and  a  former  ’'Oscar"  winner,  and 

Conrad  Nagel,  former  president  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts 
and  Sciences,  will  he  principal  figures  of  the  New  York  portion  of  the 
Academy  Awards  presentation  program  to  be  broadcast  and  telecast  on 
NBC  Thursday,  March  19,  from  10:30  p.m.  until  midnight, EST. 

Nagel  will  be  master  of  ceremonies  at  the  International 
Theatre  in  New  York,  where  former  "Oscar"  winners  and  nominees  for  this 
year’s  awards  who  are  in  the  East  will  congregate.  Nagel  also  will 
serve  as  commentator  for  those  portions  of  NBC’s  90-minute  coast-to- 
coast  telecast  and  radio  broadcast  that  originate  in  New  York. 

March  will  present  any  "Oscars"  that  may  be  won  by  nominees 
in  New  York. 

The  RCA  Victor  Division  of  Radio  Corporation  of  America  is 
sponsoring  the  TV  and  radio  coverage  of  the  Academy  Awards  ceremony. 

Bob  Hope  will  be  master  of  ceremonies  for  the  first  telecast  of  the 
"Oscar"  awards  ever  made.  This  year’s  Academy  ceremonies  are  also 
the  first  to  have  an  East  Coast  presentation  in  addition  to  the  regular 
Hollywood  program  at  the  RKO  Pantages  Theatre  in  the  film  capital. 


- o - 
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DIRECTOR : 

ACADEMY 

PARTICIPANTS: 


&  sciences  awards  on  television  &  radio  thursday  march  19,  10:30  pm  (est.) 


to 


FOR  ACADEMY  AWARDS  PROGRAM 


ACADEMY  AWARDS 

Thursday,  March  19,  from  10:30  p.m., 
to  midnight,  EST,  on  NBC  tele¬ 
vision  and  radio  networks. 

RCA  Victor  Division  of  Radio 
Corporation  of  America. 

Special  event;  presentation  of 
Academy  Awards  to  winners  in 
Hollywood  at  RKO  Pantages 
Theatre,  and  in  New  York  at  NBCTs 
International  Theatre . 

Bob  Hope  in  Hollywood,  Conrad 
Nagel  in  New  York. 

Paul  Douglas  will  serve  as  radio 
commentator  from  Hollywood. 

Robert  Welch  is  producer  of  the 
program.  Richard  Clemmer  will 
produce  the  New  York  portions  . 

William  Bennington  in  Hollywood; 
Warren  Jacober  in  New  York. 


Charles  Brackett,  president;  Johnny 
Green,  director  general  of  the 
presentation  ceremonies;  Fredric 
March  will  make  any  award  presen¬ 
tations  in  New  York. 
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DIRECTOR : 
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*K,  F  AND  0*  PREPARE  FOR  BUSY  VISIT  TO  NEW  YORK 

Kaltenborn  to  Interview  Ollie  on  World  Issues;  Troupe 
To  Be  Spotlighted  on  ‘Your  Show  of  Shows’ 

Af.  -S*L  . _>C. 

W - A  A - W 

Recently  returned  after  spending  three  weeks  on  the  West 
Coast  making  personal  appearances,  "Kukla,  Fran  and  Ollie11  (NBC-TV, 
Sundays,  4:00  p.m.,  EST;  NBC  radio,  Mondays  through  Fridays,  2:45  p.m., 
EST)  and  program  creator  Burr  Tillstrom  will  leave  their  Chicago  home 
base  for  New  York  on  March  16. 

They  will  arrive  just  in  time  for  the  big  St.  Patrick's  Day 
celebration  and  Ollie,  claiming  to  have  Irish  ancestry  somewhere  in  the 
history  of  the  Dragon  family,  has  already  purchased  a  new  green  necktie 
for  the  occasion.  The  renowned  dragon  is  also  shopping  for  a  homburg 
hat  so  that  he  will  be  attired  properly  for  his  interview  with  the 
noted  news  analyst  and  commentator,  H.V.  Kaltenborn,  during  the  regular 
telecast  of  "KF&O"  on  Sunday,  March  22.  Kaltenborn  is  expected  to 

question  Mr.  Dragon  on  topics  of  international  scope. 

/ 

Another  outstanding  highlight  of  "Kukla,  Fran  and  Ollie' s" 
visit  will  be  an  appearance  on  NBC-TV’ s  "Your  Show  of  Shows"  on  Satur¬ 
day,  March  21  (9:00-10:30  p.m.,  EST)  when  they  will  act  as  guest  hosts. 

Other  scheduled  appearances  for  the  Kuklapolitans  in  New  York 
include  a  show  at  the  Radio  Executives  Club  luncheon  on  Wednesday, 

March  18,  and  a  talk  at  the  11th  annual  conference  of  the  Committee  on 
Art  Education  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  on  Thursday 
evening,  March  19.  Tillstrom  will  address  a  large  group  of  art  teach¬ 
ers  from  all  over  the  country  on  the  general  topic  of  puppetry  and  the 
part  it  does  and  can  play  in  educational  TV.  After  his  talk,  all  the 
Kuklapolitans  will  join  in  presenting  a  show  to  the  audience. 

- - o — - 
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AN  NBC  TV  AND  RADIO  PROGRAM 


'MEET  THE  VEEP'  TIME  SPOT  ON  MARCH  15  YIELDED  TO  SENATOR 
DISAGREEING  WITH  BARKLEY'S  VIEWS  ON  TIDELANDS  OIL 

Former  Vice  President  Alben  W.  Barkley  has  re¬ 
linquished  his  MEET  THE  VEEP  time  period  on  NBC  tele¬ 
vision  and  radio  on  Sunday,  March  15  (TV  network  at 
5:30  p.m.,  EST;  radio  network  at  6:15  p.m.,  EST)  to  Sena¬ 
tor  Spessard  L.  Holland  (D.-Fla.)  who  will  speak  on  be¬ 
half  of  38  Senators  who  disagree  with  Barkley's  position 
on  the  tidelands  oil  question* 

Barkley  favored  Federal  instead  of  State  control  of 
the  oil -rich  land3  lying  off  shore,  on  his  "Meet  the 
Veep"  program  of  Sunday,  March  1 . 

Holland  and  a  number  of  other  Senators  asked  NBC 
for  equal  time  to  answer  Barkley.  A  network  official 
and  the  former  Vice  President  stated  they  were  pleased 
to  let  a  spokesman  for  the  Senate  group  speak  Sunday  in 
the  time  period  usually  occupied  by  "Meet  The  Veep." 

Barkley  will  not  appear  on  the  March  15  program. 
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March  11,  1953 

WEAVER  PREDICTS  TV  ENTERING  HOMES  OR  OFFICES 
OF  NOTABLES  TO  GET  VIEWS  ON  NEWS  EVENTS 

Meeting  of  Architects1  Chapter  Arranged  by  NBC 
To  Tell  of  TV  Effect  on  Building  Design 


The  day  is  near  when  television  will  be  able  to  peer  into 
the  home  or  office  of  every  Important  person  in  the  country  to  offer 
their  comments  on  spot  news  developments,  Sylvester  L.  (Pat)  Weaver, 
vice  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company,  said 
today.  (March  11 ) . 

Weaver  made  the  observation  at  a  special  luncheon  meeting  of 
the  New  York  Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects.  The 
meeting,  held  at  Toots  Shor’s  Restaurant,  was  arranged  by  NBC  so  the 
architects  might  learn  of  future  TV  developments  and  their  impact  on 
building  design. 

"We  hope,  and  expect,"  Weaver  said,  "that  in  five  years’ 
time  we  will  be  able  by  vidicon  tube  to  call  in  any  person  of  import¬ 
ance  in  the  country,  in  his  or  her  home  or  office,  and  have  them 
available  to  discuss  spot  news  or  other  developments.  So,  every  home 
or  office  may  need  electronic  installations." 

Weaver  envisioned  a  communications  machine  in  the  home  that 
will  offer  "television  in  color,  plus  radio,  phonograph,  time,  news, 
and  musical  services." 

(more ) 
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2  -  Architects  Meeting 


"In  addition,"  he  said,  "through  videograph,  you  will  be 
able  to  see  television  shows  recorded  while  you  are  out  or  asleep. 
Further,  the  face  of  the  tube  will  show  kinescopes  of  television 
pictures  as  well  as  motion  pictures.  Such  a  machine  also  will  be 
able,  through  cybernetic  developments,  microfilm,  taping  and  video¬ 
graph,  to  contain  a  full  picture  of  all  world  information,  indexed  and 
ready  for  playing." 

He  pointed  out  that  such  a  communications  machine  "will  call 
for  changes  in  design  of  playrooms,  or  communications  room,  as  well 
as  changes  in  furniture  and  decorating  design." 

"Our  meeting  today,"  he  concluded,  "is  to  stimulate  you,  to 
make  you  use  your  imagination  and  brains  in  thinking  of  the  needs  of 
communications  equipment,  and  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  those  thoughts. 
For  when  you  help  communications,  we  believe  that  you  help  all  of  us." 

In  other  talks,  two  NBC  officials  explained  TV’s  effect  on 
the  design  of  studios  and  other  points  of  TV  origin,  and  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  RCA  Victor  Division  of  the  Radio  Corporation  of  America 
outlined  the  possibilities  of  industrial  television. 

O.B.  Hanson,  vice  president  in  charge  of  NBC’s  Engineering 
Department,  called  for  a  multiple  studio  plant  designed  to  follow 
“factory  assembly  line  techniques."  The  studio  plant  of  the  future, 
he  said,  should  have  a  service  shop  located  next  to  all  studios. 
Technical  equipment  should  be  centrally  located  and  the  control  room 
should  offer  good  visibility  to  all  parts  of  the  studio  floor.  There 
must  be  areas  for  studio  audiences,  but  these  areas  should  not  conflict 
with  production. 


(more) 
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3  -  Architects  Meeting 


He  recommended  that  studios  be  located  on  ground  level,  and 
that  they  have  a  minimum  height  of  42  feet.  Hanson  illustrated  his 
talk  with  slides  of  NBCfs  new  plant  at  Burbank,  Calif.,  which,  he  said, 
"meet3  all  these  requirements." 

Sol  Cornberg,  supervisor  of  plant  and  facilities  development 
for  NBC,  urged  that  architects  allow  for  television  equipment  in 
future  design  of  auditoriums,  theaters,  stadia,  hospitals,  courts  of 
law  and  other  places  where  public  events  occur. 

H.T.  Sawyer,  manager  of  the  industrial  equipment  section, 
engineering  products  department  of  the  RCA  Victor  Division,  emphasized 
that  "horizons  for  the  applications  of  industrial  television  seem  to 
be  unlimited."  Looking  to  the  future,  he  predicted  industrial  TV  will 
be  used  in  hospitals  to  observe  psychiatric  wards,  transmit  X-rays  and 
teach  and  train  students;  in  hotels,  colleges,  theaters  and  communities 
for  teaching,  entertainment  and  publicity  purposes;  for  monitoring 
prisons,  warehouses,  stores  and  restricted  areas;  for  transmitting 
signatures,  engineering  drawings  and  balance  sheets;  and  for  controll¬ 
ing  traffic  at  important  tunnels,  bridges  and  intersections. 

- o - 
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MILLIONS  IN  U* S.  A.  WILL  SEE  AND  HEAR  ACADEMY  AWARDS  CEREMONIES 
ON  NBC  TV  AND  RADIO  NETWORKS;  PICKUPS  SET  FOR  TWO  COASTS 

Glamor  and  Drama  of  Event  Will  Be  Covered  by  Elaborate  Technical 
Setup;  Entertainment  ’Greats’  Will  Participate 

Thursday,  March  19,  will  be  a  historic  date  for  the  motion 
picture  and  broadcasting  industries  and  for  millions  of  persons 
throughout  the  nation  when  NBC  televises  and  broadcasts  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  Awards  --  the 
"Oscars"  --  from  10:30  p.m.,  to  midnight,  EST. 

The  RCA  Victor  Division  of  the  Radio  Corporation  of  America 
is  sponsoring  the  historic  first  telecast  of  the  Academy  Awards  pre¬ 
sentation  and  the  radio  broadcast  of  Hollywood’s  biggest  night  of  the 
year. 

This  year’s  "Oscar"  ceremonies  will  be  notable  for  another 
innovation.  For  the  first  time  in  the  25  years  of  Academy  Awards,  a 
New  York  ceremony  at  NBC’s  International  Theatre  will  be  added  to  the 
Hollywood  presentations  at  the  RKO  Pantages  Theatre, 

Bob  Hope  will  be  emcee  of  the  Academy  Awards  presentation. 
Paul  Douglas,  star  of  stage,  screen  and  radio,  will  act  as  NBC  radio 
commentator  for  the  ceremonies  at  the  Pantages  Theatre, 

(more ) 
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2  -"  Academy  Awards 


Fredric  March,  famous  actor  and  former  "Oscar"  winner,  will 
present  any  awards  which  may  be  won  by  nominees  in  New  York  at  the 
International  Theatre.  Conrad  Nagel,  a  former  president  of  the 
Academy,  will  be  master  of  ceremonies  and  commentator  for  those  por¬ 
tions  of  the  NBC  telecast  and  radio  broadcast  which  originate  from 
New  York. 

Televiewers  and  radio  listeners  coast-to-coast  will  see  and 
hear  the  dramatic  presentation  of  the  awards  for  the  "best  motion 
picture,"  the  "best  actor,"  "best  actress,"  the  "best  supporting  per¬ 
formances  by  an  actor  and  an  actress,"  as  well  as  many  other  citations 
to  leading  screen  personalities  for  their  achievements  in  front  of  and 
behind  movie  cameras. 

A  number  of  contenders  for  top  Academy  awards  have 
been  invited  to  the  New  York  ceremonies  at  the  International  Theatre, 
where  many  other  nominees  for  various  Academy  honors  and  many  former 
"Oscar"  winners  will  be  in  the  audience. 

The  Academy  is  cooperating  with  NBC  to  make  this  yearfs 
awards  program  one  of  the  most  exciting  telecasts  and  broadcasts  ever. 
Robert  Welch,  noted  writer,  director  and  producer  of  radio,  television 
and  motion  picture  shows,  is  in  charge  of  NBC’s  nationwide  telecast 
and  radio  broadcast.  Johnny  Green,  well-known  composer  of  popular 
songs  and  musical  director  of  MGM,  is  serving  as  general  director  of 
the  Academy’s  presentations  in  Hollywood. 

Richard  Clemmer  will  produce  the  New  York  portions  of  the 
Academy  Awards  telecast  and  Warren  Jacober  will  direct  them.  William 
Bennington  will  be  NBC-TV  director  in  Hollywood. 

(more ) 
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3  -  Academy  Awards 


Ten  electronic  NBC-TV  cameras  will  be  stationed  in  and 
around  the  Pantages  Theatre  to  picture  the  whole  story  of  the  Awards 
presentations  from  the  moment  stars  of  the  movie  world  step  from 
their  limousines  until  the  "Oscar"  winners  are  interviewed  by  the 
press  back-stage.  A  special  TV  and  radio  control  room  has  been 
constructed  in  the  theatre.  NBCMs  International  Theatre  in  New  York 
is  equipped  as  a  TV  and  radio  studio. 

According  to  Charles  Brackett,  president  of  the  Academy  of 
Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences,  NBC  paid  $100,000  for  the  radio 
and  TV  rights  to  this  yearfs  "Oscar"  presentations,  which  will  be 
telecast  for  the  first  time  in  history.  Radio  listeners  have  been 
able  to  hear  broadcasts  of  the  Academy  Awards  ceremonies  since  1930. 
The  first  "Oscars"  were  awarded  to  Emil  Jannings  and  Janet  Gaynor 
in  1927. 
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NBC -TV  AND  RADIO  TO  BRING  NATION  MAJOR  PHASES 
OF  ' OPERATION  DOORSTEP , »  ATOM  BOMB 
TESTS  AT  YUCCA  FLAT 


The  three  major  phases  of  "Operation  Doorstep,"  the  devastat¬ 
ing  atomic  bomb  tests  at  Yucca  Flat,  will  be  brought  to  a  nationwide 
television  and  radio  audience  by  NBC  in  association  with  the 
Advertising  Council. 

The  Advertising  Council,  a  public  service  business  organiza¬ 
tion,  is  associating  with  the  combined  television  networks  and  sta¬ 
tions  of  the  United  States  to  provide  the  live  telecasts  and  radio 
broadcasts  of  the  atomic  tests  in  the  interest  of  alerting  the 
nation  to  the  need  for  civil  defense.  The  tests  will  be  conducted  by 
the  Atomic  Energy  Commission  and  the  Federal  Civil  Defense 
Administration.  Yucca  Flat  is  near  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 

There  will  be  three  pool  telecasts  corresponding  to  the 
three  phases  of  "Operation  Doorstep,"  and  one  pool  radio  broadcast. 
First  telecast  will  show  the  preparations  for  the  blast  and  will  be 
aired  Sunday,  March  13  from  2:00  to  2:30  p.m,,  EST,  Morgan  Beatty, 
noted  NBC  commentator,  will  take  televiewers  on  a  tour  of  Yucca  Flat. 

(more ) 
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2  -  ♦Operation  Doorstep* 


Two  camera  positions,  one  at  News  Nob,  seven  and  one-half  miles  from 
the  300-foot  tower  where  the  bomb  will  be  exploded,  the  other  inside 
a  typical  family  house  erected  a  mile  and  one-half  from  target  zero, 
will  show  televiewers  what  the  test  site  looks  like.  Visible  will  be 
the  two  clapboard  houses  containing  furniture,  mannequins  and  home 
bomb  shelters  that  Civil  Defense  authorities  have  erected  to  test 
blast  effects;  various  model  automobiles  spread  out  at  quarter-mile 
intervals  from  the  bomb  blast  point,  and  the  foxholes  for  600  GIs  and 
officers  who  will  experience  the  atomic  blast  from  a  point  two  miles 
from  the  point  of  explosion. 

Phase  Two  of  "Operation  Doorstep"  will  be  televised  on  Tues¬ 
day,  March  17  from  8:00  to  8:30  a.m.,  EST  when  the  actual  detonation 
of  the  bomb  takes  place.  Beatty  will  be  the  NBC  commentator  during 
this  half-hour  segment  of  NBC-TV*s  "Today"  program. 

Phase  Three  will  be  televised  on  Tuesday  afternoon  from 
4:45  to  5:00  p.m,,  EST  after  radiation  has  dispersed,  when  electronic 
cameras  go  inside  the  second  model  house  to  inspect  what  the  bomb 
blast  effects  have  been.  This  dramatic  nationwide  telecast  will  be 
incorporated  into  the  "Kate  Smith  Hour." 

In  addition,  NBC  will  have  John  Cameron  Swayze  and  a  "Camel 
News  Caravan"  film  crew  at  News  Nob  to  record  the  story  of  the  atomic 
explosion  for  "Camel  News  Caravan"  audiences  on  Tuesday  night, 

March  17,  at  7*45  p.m.  (EST  and  PST).  The  News  Caravan  will  originate 
from  Hollywood  Monday,  March  lS  and  Tuesday,  March  17  to  bring  the 
nation  the  before-and-af ter  story  of  the  atomic  tests. 


(more) 
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3  -  Operation  Doorstep* 


NBC  radio  will  have  two  commentators  at  Yucca  Flat  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  three  phases  of  "Operation  Doorstep."  Morgan  Beatty  and  Ed 
Haaker  will  describe  the  preparations  for  the  blast ,  the  actual  blast 
and  the  damage,  on  "News  of  the  World"  which  will  originate  at  NBC 
affiliate  station  KORK,  Las  Vegas,  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
March  16,  17  and  18,  at  7:30  p.m.,  EST  (network  and  WNBC)  and 
11:15  p.m.,  EST  (network  except  WNBC). 

NBC  radio  also  will  carry  the  pooled  broadcast  of  the  actual 
bomb  explosion  on  Tuesday,  March  17  from  8:15  to  8:30  a.m.,  EST. 

Radio  listeners  coast-to-coast  will  hear  the  thunderous  detonation  of 
the  bomb,  NBC  microphones  will  be  located  at  News  Nob  and  other  places 
at  the  test  site. 

A  West  Coast  coordinating  committee  of  TV  network  representa¬ 
tives  and  Klaus  Landsberg  of  KTLA  are  making  the  arrangements  for  the 
pooled  radio  and  TV  coverage.  Roy  Neal,  NBC-TV  news  manager  in 
Hollywood,  is  NBC's  representative  on  the  committee. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


KNOMARK  MANUFACTURING  CO.  IS  SECOND  SPONSOR 
OF  NBC'S  RADIO  NETWORK  TANDEM  PLAN 

The  Knomark  Manufacturing  Co.,  maker  of  Esquire  Boot  Polish, 
has  signed  as  the  second  sponsor  of  NBC’s  radio  network  Tandem  Plan  for 
10  weeks,  effective  Thursday,  March  12. 

The  three  programs  which  Knomark  will  sponsor  on  a 
participating  basis  are: 

THE  JUDY  CANOVA  SHOW,  Thursdays,  10:00-10:30  p.m.,  EST; 

BARRIE  CRAIG,  CONFIDENTIAL  INVESTIGATOR,  Sundays,  10:00- 
10:30  p.m,,  EST,  and 

THE  RED  SKELTON  SHOW,  Tuesdays,  8:30-9:00  p.m.,  EST. 

Advertising  agency  for  Knomark  is  the  Emil  Mogul  Co.,  Inc. 
The  Tandem  Plan  shows  are  already  sponsored  by  the  Emerson  Drug  Co, 
for  Bromo-Seltzer  Tablets  and  Powder,  through  Lennen  &  Newell,  Inc, 


BARKLEY  TO  APPEAR  WITH  SENATOR  HOLLAND 
ON  'MEET  THE  VEEP’  PROGRAM 

Former  Vice  President  Alben  W,  Barkley  will 
appear  on  this  Sunday's  MEET  THE  VEEP  program 
(March  13,  NBC  television  network  at  5:30  p.m., 

EST;  NBC  radio  network  at  6:15  p.m.,  EST),  along 
with  Senator  Spessard  L.  Holland  (D-Fla.),  who  has 
been  given  the  quarter-hour  period  to  answer 
Barkley's  stand  on  the  off-shore  oil  question. 

Holland  will  speak  on  behalf  of  38  senators  who 
favor  state  rather  than  federal  control  of  the  off¬ 
shore  oil  lands, 

- o - 
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NBC  RADIO  NEWS 


MEDICAL  FRATERNITY  HONORS  BOB  HOPE  FOR  ’UNTIRING  EFFORTS 
ON  BEHALF  OF  THOSE  WHO  SUFFER  FROM  CEREBRAL  PALSY' 

Bob  Hope,  who  was  feted  recently  by  the  Friars  Club  in  New 
York  for  his  15  years  as  an  NBC  radio  star,  added  another  honor  to 
his  more  than  250  awards  recently  when  he  received  a  bronze  plaque 
from  the  Los  Angeles  Graduate  Chapter  on  behalf  of  Phi  Delta  Epsilon, 
a  national  medical  fraternity. 

The  award,  presented  by  Dr.  Marvin  S.  Levy  at  a  dinner- 
dance  in  the  Beverly  Hills  (Calif.)  Hotel,  is  inscribed:  "To  Bob 
Hope,  in  appreciation  of  his  untiring  efforts  on  behalf  of  those  who 
suffer  from  cerebral  palsy." 

This  is  the  third  year  the  award  has  been  given  and  is  pre¬ 
sented  to  "that  individual  outside  the  medical  profession  who  has 
done  the  most  to  forward  medicine."  Dinah  Shore  received  the  award 
in  1950  and  Dean  Martin  and  Jerry  Lewis  in  1952. 

Phi  Delta  Epsilon  is  a  national  fraternity  consisting  of 
more  than  50  chapters  and  7*500  members.  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
doctors  and  their  wives  attended  the  dinner  to  honor  the  NBC  comedian. 
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ACADEMY  AWARD  BRIEFS 
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All  of  England  and  much  of  Europe  will  be  able  to  hear  NBC 
radio  coverage  of  the  Academy  Awards  presentation  program  (Thursday , 
March  19,  10:30  p.m.  to  midnight  EST)  by  means  of  a  special  recording 
which  NBC  is  flying  to  London  for  use  by  the  British  Broadcasting 
Company.  The  BBC  requested  the  recording  because  interest  in  the 
awards  is  running  high  throughout  Britain  and  the  Continent. 

*** 


Robert  Welch,  producer  of  the  NBC  telecast  of  the  Academy 
Awards  presentation  on  March  19,  is  no  stranger  to  the  famed  "Oscar" 
trophies.  In  19^8  Welch  produced  the  film  "Paleface"  starring  Bob 
Hope,  which  had  a  little  song  in  it  called  "Buttons  and  Bows."  That 
tune  won  the  "best  song"  honor.  This  year  the  song  "Am  I  in  Love?" 
from  another  Welch  picture,  "Con  of  Paleface,"  is  up  for  an  award.  It 
may  work  out  that  Welch  will  televise  the  reception  of  his  "own"  award. 

t 

*** 


Ordinarily  the  technical  crew  that  works  on  a  TV  or  radio 
show  is  a  casually  attired  group*  In  Hollywood  the  crews  wear  every¬ 
thing  from  flowered  shirts  to  old  army  pants.  But  when  NBC  covers  the 
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2  -  Academy  Award  Briefs 


Academy  Awards  presentation  on  both  radio  and  TV  on  March  19  these 
same  crews  will  be  able  to  pass  as  top  executives  of  the  film  world, 
Every  man  working  on  a  camera  or  other  equipment  at  the  RKO  Pantages 

i- 

Theatre  will  be  wearing  a  dinner  jacket, 

*** 

Bill  Bennington,  NBC-TV's  director  of  the  Academy  Awards 
presentation,  claims  the  film  industry  clearly  foresaw  the  advent  of 
television  23  years  ago.  Bennington  came  to  this  conclusion  when  he 
found  a  tiny  room  with  no  windows  and  a  hole  in  the  floor  at  the  RKO 
Pantages  Theatre.  The  room  had  never  been  used  since  the  theatre  had 
been  built  23  years  ago,  but  the  hole  in  the  floor  solved  Bennington’s 
problems.  All  the  cables  and  wires  he  needed  for  his  TV  monitors  could 
be  fed  into  the  area  through  the  floor  opening.  Bennington  promptly 
dubbed  the  place  the  "TV  room  of  the  Pantages  Theatre."  It  will  house 
all  the  control  room  equipment. 

*** 

The  biggest  television  set  in  the  world  will  be  set  up  on 
the  stage  of  the  RKO  Pantages  Theatre  when  NBC-TV  covers  the  Academy 
Awards  presentation  there  on  March  19.  The  RCA  set,  measuring  nine  by 
twelve  feet,  will  be  erected  in  such  a  way  that  the  entire  Pantages 
audience  can  see  the  "live"  ceremonies  as  well  as  the  TV  interpreta¬ 
tion,  Actually,  the  set  is  a  huge  rear  projection  screen,  but  the  NBC 
Art  Department  will  construct  false  sides,  front  and  dialing  knobs  to 
give  the  realistic  impression. 

*** 
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3  —  Academy  Award  Briefs 


Big  joke  these  days  among  the  Hollywood  stars,  directors, 
writers  and  others  who  may  win  Academy  Awards  on  March  19  and  thus 
appear  before  NBC’s  television  cameras,  is  the  rash  of  invitations  to 
mythical  waistcoat  dipping  parties.  The  waistcoat  is  the  white  vest 
worn  with  formal  tails,  but  for  TV  purposes  the  white  has  to  be  dyed 
blue.  So  now  the  stars,  most  of  them  unused  to  TV  techniques,  are 
jocularly  inviting  their  fellow  nominees  to  their  homes  in  order  to 
dip  their  white  vests  in  barrels  of  blue  dye. 
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March  12,  1953 


PROBLEMS  OF  NATION'S  MENTAL  HEALTH,  AND  FACILITIES 
TO  SOLVE  THEM,  STRESSED  IN  NEW  RADIO  SERIES 

# - *  # - & 

PREMIERE 

A  13-week  series  of  radio  broadcasts  dealing  with  the  mental 
health  of  America  and  the  facilities  available  (or  unavailable  but 
needed)  for  meeting  the  greatly  varied  attendant  problems  will  be 
presented  by  NBC  starting  Saturday,  March  21  (network  except  WNBC, 
7:30-8:00  p.m.,  EST). 

The  series,  titled  YOUR  MENTAL  HEALTH,  will  be  produced  in 
cooperation  with  the  National  Institute  of  Mental  Health  (of  the 
Federal  Security  Agency).  Wade  Arnold  will  be  the  producer,  Harry 
Frazee  the  director.  Scripts  will  be  by  various  noted  writers,  includ¬ 
ing  Alvin  Boretz,  Helen  Kandel  Hyman  and  Dorothea  J.  Lewis. 

The  first  broadcast,  "The  Hidden  Scar,"  written  by  Miss 
Lewis,  will  deal  with  the  effects  of  a  birthmark  upon  a  girl's  nature 
and  conduct.  Among  the  themes  to  be  treated  in  subsequent  weeks  are 
problems  of  adolescence,  of  marriage,  of  new  parents,  of  psychosomatic 
illness,  of  persons  who  have  been  discharged  from  mental  hospitals,  of 
the  middle  years,  of  old  age,  of  the  mentally  retarded,  and  of  special 
groups  in  the  community. 
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2  -  ’Your  Mental  Health1 


Basic  concepts  concerning  interpersonal  relations  will  be 
underlined  in  the  series,  according  to  producer  Wade  Arnold.  Each 
broadcast  may  emphasize  one  concept,  but  other  concepts  also  will  be 
indicated,  and  all  will  be  used  repeatedly  throughout  the  series  — 
such  concepts  as  acceptance  of  individual  differences  and  recognition 
of  the  universal  need  for  acceptance  and  respect. 

The  series  also  will  underscore  the  objectives  of  the 
national  mental  health  program,  the  need  for  more  research,  for  more 
community  mental  health  resources,  for  more  trained  personnel  to  do 
research,  to  treat,  to  counsel  and  to  teach. 

- o - 
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March  11,  1953 


NOTED  STARS  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  SIX -WEEK  RADIO  SERIES, 
’MEDICINE,  U.S.A. , *  TELLING  OF  MODERN  FIGHT 
TO  IMPROVE  HEALTH  OF  AMERICAN  PEOPLE 


Helen  Hayes,  Claude  Rains,  Kim  Hunter,  Pat  O’Brien  and 
Robert  Preston  will  be  among  the  stage  and  film  stars  featured  in  a 
new  radio  series  to  be  presented  by  NBC  in  cooperation  with  the 
American  Medical  Association  starting  Saturday,  March  21  (8:30- 
9:00  p ,m. ,  EST) . 

The  six -week  series,  titled  MEDICINE,  U.S.A. ,  will  take  up 
in  turn  significant  problems  of  aging,  rural  health,  exceptional 
children,  arthritis  and  anesthesia.  Ben  Grauer  will  be  the  host  and 
Dr.  W.W.  Bauer,  director  of  the  A.M.A.’s  Bureau  of  Health  Education, 
the  commentator. 

The  first  broadcast,  “Grow  Old  Along  with  Me,"  a  study  of 
aging,  will  star  Pat  O’Brien,  Mortimer  Frankel  wrote  this  script,  and 
George  Voutsas  will  direct. 

Subsequent  broadcasts  will  present  Claude  Rains  in  "Gifted 
Children"  March  28  (with  Paul  Peters  as  scriptwriter  and  Fred  Weihe  as 
director);  NBC  commentator  H.V.  Kaltenborn  in  "Rural  Health"  April  4 
(with  H.L.  Fishel  as  scriptwriter,  Ed  King  director);  Kim  Hunter 
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2  -  ♦Medicine,  U.S.A.1 


in  "Problems  of  Deafness"  April  11  (with  Edgar  Marvin  as  scriptwriter 
Kenneth  MacGregor  director);  Robert  Preston  in  "Arthritis"  April  18 
(with  Mitchell  Grayson  as  scriptwriter,  Martin  Magner  director),  and 
Helen  Hayes  in  "The  Fight  against  Pain"  April  25  (with  R.N.  Brant  as 
scriptwriter,  Harry  Frazee  director). 

"This  series  of  broadcasts,"  says  Dr.  Louis  H.  Bauer,  presi 
dent  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  "will  give  an  accurate 
picture  of  medicine’s  many-sided  fight  to  improve  still  further  the 
health  of  the  American  people.  It  will  tell  the  story  of  modern 
medical  research,  showing  medical  science  at  work  on  many  fronts.  In 
a  skillful,  interesting  manner,  it  will  depict  man’s  battle  against 
disease ," 

Marshal -Hester  Productions  of  New  York  will  produce  the 
series.  Charles  Paul  will  write  original  orchestral  scores  for  the 
six  broadcasts . 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


SALVATION  ARMY  COMMANDER  PRAISES  ’THE  CITY,’  ON  NBC-TV, 
AS  ’THE  FINEST  PROGRAM  DEVOTED  TO  THE  ARMY’ 


"The  City/'  recent  NBC-TV  production  outlining  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Salvation  Army,  has  been  called  "the  finest  program  de¬ 
voted  to  the  Army"  by  Commissioner  Donald  McMillan,  The  Salvation 
Army’s  Eastern  Territorial  commander. 

The  program  was  seen  on  the  NBC-TV  network  Sunday,  March  8 
and  will  be  shown  later  in  many  cities  on  kinescope.  Jane  Pickens  was 
the  star  of  "The  City,"  which  was  written  by  Earl  Hamner  and  produced 
by  Dee  Engelbach. 

Writing  to  Frank  White,  NBC  president,  Commissioner  McMillan 
said:  "The  producer,  Dee  Engelbach;  the  star,  Jane  Pickens;  the 
actors,  the  writer--everybody  connected  with  the  show  handled  the 
story  of  our  activities  with  a  sensitivity  and  understanding  that  was 
rare  indeed.  I  am  sure  ’The  City’  will  do  much  to  further  our  cause 
on  every  front. 

"It  was  the  finest  program  I  have  ever  seen  devoted  to  The 
Army... Our  sincere  thanks  to  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  and  to 
you  personally  for  permitting  this  great  production." 
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# - K 

'EYE  WITNESS,1  NEW  TV  MYSTERY  SERIES,  STARTS  MARCH  30 

’Off-Beat*  Approach  to  Mark  Half-Hour  Plays 

K - - ft 

PREMIERE 

EYE  WITNESS,  a  new  weekly  half-hour  mystery  series  to  be 
produced  by  Neptune  Productions,  will  have  its  premiere  on  NBC-TV  Mon¬ 
day,  March  30  at  9:00  p.m.,  EST. 

I  The  show  will  take  the  time  period  now  occupied  by  "Holly¬ 

wood  Opening  Night." 

"Eye  Witness"  will  immediately  precede  the  full -hour  drama 
series,  "Robert  Montgomery  Presents,"  of  which  Montgomery  is  executive 
producer  and  host.  Commencing  with  the  opening  telecast,  "Eye  Witness" 
will  be  sponsored  on  alternate  weeks  by  the  Pearson  Pharmacal  Company 
for  its  product,  Ennds.  It  will  be  seen  on  a  sustaining  basis  every 
other  week. 

The  first  tale  on  "Eye  Witness"  will  be  "The  Mind  of  777," 
adapted  by  Irving  Gaynor  Neiman  from  a  story  by  Arthur  Gordon,  origin¬ 
ally  titled  "The  Cruel  Clinic  of  Dr.  Schmidt."  It  concerns  a  brain 
doctor  who  has  used  human  subjects  in  German  concentration  camps  for  his 

i  (more) 
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2  -  ♦Eye  Witness* 


experiments  in  treating  schizophrenia  by  surgery  and  who  continues  his 
inhuman,  unethical  practices  in  South  America,  with  startling  results. 

Perry  Lafferty  will  direct  the  series  .  Syr jala  will  design 
the  sets.  Joseph  W.  Bailey  is  production  supervisor. 

"Eye  Witness"  will  attempt  the  "off-beat"  or  unusual  in  its 
approach.  "We  hope  to  have  a  distinct  point  of  view  and  more  depth 
than  the  average  'whodunit',"  said  Bailey.  "People  and  character 
development  will  be  stressed,  rather  than  so-called  plot.  We  want  to 

create  a  definite  sort  of  concept  that  will  serve  as  a  hallmark  for 

» 

this  show  alone  and  make  it  readily  identifiable  and  welcome  in  the 
homes  of  family  viewers." 

Well-known  featured  players  of  stage,  screen  and  TV  will  be 
cast  in  the  teleplays,  which  will  be  done  "live."  Original  scripts, 
as  well  as  adaptations  of  outstanding  stories,  will  be  used. 
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academy 


of  motion  picture  art  &  sciences  awards  on  television  &  radio  thursday  march  19,  10:30  pm  ( est .) 
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U.S.  SERVICEMEN  EVERYWHERE  TO  HEAR  ’ACADEMY’ 
PRESENTATIONS  VIA  ARMED  FORCES  RADIO  SERVICE 


American  servicemen  throughout  the  world  will  hear  the 
25th  Annual  Academy  Awards  presentation  program  over  the  facilities  of 
the  Armed  Forces  Radio  Service,  it  was  announced  today  by  Colonel 
William  Mason  Wright,  Jr.,  commanding  officer  of  AFRS ,  The  program 
will  be  broadcast  direct  from  the  RKO  Pantages  Theatre  in  Hollywood 
on  .Thursday ,  March  19  (10:30  p.m.  to  midnight,  EST),  In  this  country 
the  event  will  be  carried  on  the  combined  facilities  of  NBC  radio  and 
television. 

This  is  the  seventh  year  that  AFRS  will  shortwave  the 
Academy  program  to  all  parts  of  the  globe,  with  eleven  huge  trans¬ 
mitters  beaming  the  event  to  the  GIs  wherever  they  may  be  overseas. 

The  show  also  will  be  relayed  by  69  foreign  stations  for  their 
listeners.  This  will  include  all  of  South  America,  Japan,  Korea, 
England,  Australia,  South  Africa,  India  and  Germany, 

The  program  will  be  beamed  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  by  the 
AFRS  station  at  Bremerhaven  and  stations  of  the  Blue  Danube  network, 

(more) 
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2  -  Academy  Award 


an  APRS  subsidiary.  The  event  is  to  be  carried  by  the  northern-most 
radio  station  at  Point  Barrow,  Alaska,  and  by  the  southern-most  sta¬ 
tion  at  Pago  Pago,  Samoa. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  domestic  and  APRS  broadcasts  reach 
over  91>000, 000  listeners.  NBC's  coverage  is  expected  to  reach 
another  60,000,000  listeners  and  viewers. 
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’THE  PARROT,’  ORIGINAL  OPERA  ON  ’CIRCLE  THEATRE,’ 
IS  THE  RESULT  OF  ABILITY,  IMAGINATION  —  AND  WORK 


Frank  De  Felitta  and  Darrell  Peter  created  the  book  and 
score  for  the  short  opera  titled  "The  Parrot"  which  ARMSTRONG’S  CIRCLE 
THEATRE  will  present  on  the  NBC-TV  network  Tuesday,  March  2^(9»3Q  p.m. 
EST). 

Lest  the  title  mislead,  there  is  nothing  imitative  about 
the  new  work.  There  is  even  less  that  is  imitative  about  its  creators 

When  the  Armstrong  Cork  Company  decided  to  present  a 
new  opera  on  its  regularly  scheduled  "Circle  Theatre"  drama  series, 
its  problem  was  to  find  a  writer  courageous  and  imaginative  enough 
to  go  along  with  the  idea.  It  wasn’t  going  to  be  easy  to  tell  a  story 
in  music  and  verse  —  in  23  minutes. 

Ed  Roberts,  Armstrong’s  story  editor,  and  Ann  Howard  Bailey, 
his  associate,  conferred  and  came  up  with  the  same  man,  Frank 
De  Felitta.  And  for  good  enough  reason.  Among  the  ten  most  inventive 
scripts  bought  and  produced  by  "Circle  Theatre"  in  the  two  years  it’s 
been  on  the  air  most  of  them  were  written  by  De  Felitta. 

"Me  —  write  an  opera.’"  the  young  man  exclaimed  when  Roberts 
broached  the  ideal  Then  in  the  very  next  breath  he  added  --  "Why  not. 

The  31-year-old,  New  York-born  De  Felitta  had  to  curb  his 
creative  instincts  the  four  years  he  spent  in  the  Army.  As  a  captain 
assigned  to  the  439th  Troop  Carrier  Group  he  participated  in  seven 
invasions.  But  after  the  war  he  got  into  the  kind  of  work  where  he 

(more ) 
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could  give  full  rein  to  his  imagination.  Or  so  he  thought.  He  became 
an  interior  decorator.  But  even  there  he  was  inhibited  by  staid 
homeowners  of  Larchmont.  Interior  decorating  seemed  to  have  gotten 
stuck  in  a  mold  and  De  Felitta  didn*t  have  the  time  needed  to  pry  it 
loose. 

However,  while  decorating  living  rooms  he  was  made  increas¬ 
ingly  aware  of  the  new  medium  of  television.  More  and  more  he*d  turn 
on  TV  sets  in  living  rooms  as  diversion  from  the  contemplation  of  de¬ 
pressing  wall  papers  and  rugs.  The  TV  plays  he  saw  were  not  very  ex¬ 
hilarating  to  him,  but  compared  to  interior  decorating  television  was 
still  a  growing  infant,  not  by  any  means  set  in  its  ways.  He  started 
to  write  TV  scripts.  That  was  some  three  years  ago.  He  hasnTt  stopped. 

When  he  undertook  writing  the  short  opera  for  Armstrong  he 
boldly  decided  to  do  the  music  for  it  as  well  as  the  book.  He  had 
written  three  songs  and  some  incidental  music  for  a  TV  drama  called 
"Danny Ts  Tune"  and  everybody  was  happy  with  the  outcome  including  him¬ 
self,  So,  why  not? 

He  took  the  rough  score  to  his  friend  Darrell  Peter  for  an 
appraisal.  Peter  made  so  many  constructive  suggestions  that  De  Felitta 
decided  the  guy  to  do  the  score  was  Peter.  The  Armstrong  people  were 
agreeable . 

Darrell  Peter  has  been  active  in  the  field  of  music  since  he 
was  three.  That's  when  he  wrote  his  first  composition  for  piano  and 
featured  the  number  at  a  concert  in  his  home  town  of  Pawnee,  Okla. 

Since  then  heTs  never  been  far  from  a  piano  —  as  student,  composer  and 
teacher. 


(more ) 
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While  doing  undergraduate  work  at  Southwestern  College  in 
Winfield,  Kan.,  his  major  interest  was  music.  He  received  his  master ys 
degree  in  music  at  the  Eastman  School  of  Music  in  Rochester,  N.Y. 

Now  he  teaches  at  the  Manhattan  School  of  Music,  and  is  studying  for 
a  doctorate  in  music  at  Columbia  University. 

While  not  a  practicing  composer  Peter  has  written  a  number 
of  songs,  choral  works  and  a  serenade  for  a  string  quintet.  A  set  of 
variations  for  piano  and  orchestra  which  he  composed  was  performed  at 
the  recent  American  Music  Symposium.  He  was  featured  as  soloist  with 
Howard  Hanson,  director  of  the  Eastman  School,  conducting. 

At  one  time  Peter  taught  music  at  three  schools  —  at  once! 
Juilliard,N.Y.U.  and  Manhattan  School.  Thirty-five  years  old,  Peter  is 
married  to  a  charming  Australian  named  Muffet.  He  met  her  overseas 
during  the  war  while  touring  with  a  Special  Services  outfit  as 
accompanist  for  Lanny  Ross  and  as  piano  soloist. 

He  has  two  children,  both  of  whom  have  ears  for  music,  and 
both  of  whom  will  be  critical  listeners  on  March  24.  Peter  also  will 
conduct  the  six  voices  that  will  be  heard  in  the  opera. 

- o - 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


DRESSER  IS  NAMED  CENTRAL  DIVISION  TV  SALES  MANAGER 
FOR  NBC  SPOT  SALES,  WITH  OFFICE  IN  CHICAGO 

Charles  V.  Dresser  has  been  appointed  Central  Di¬ 
vision  television  sales  manager  for  NBC  Spot  Sales,  effec¬ 
tive  March  16,  Thomas  B.  McFadden,  director  of  National 
Spot  Sales  for  the  network  announced  today. 

Dresser  has  been  an  account  executive  for  NBC-TV 
Spot  Sales  in  New  York  since  July,  1951.  Prior  to  this  he 
was  associated  with  Dowd,  Redfield  and  Johnstone,  and  be¬ 
fore  that  with  Free  and  Peters,  station  representatives. 

His  Chicago  office  will  be  in  the  Merchandise 
Mart  building. 


o 


NBC -New  York,  3/13/53 


H30.AWAM  83JA8  VT  M0I8IVICI  JlAHTII/10  USMA'i  81  fWiZZM 
3IH0  -MI'  aOXTO  HTIW  t83JA&‘T09S  '  H 

_Ki  iBictnsO  bsctn  Loqqjs  ns&  i  esri  ^sas'ril  .  I  a9j.*!sn0 
-.oTio  <eela8  $oq8  OSH  *e8anfiin  bsIss  nolstv 

iBnoXcfjBH  lo  ‘iotf09*ii:b  tn9bb£^oM  .9  aaaiorlT  ■  (o:  fbrasfo  ^v.t^ 

,  ,>bo:f  b9ortwortns  >i*"i  ■'-->■■"  ^r-  a  ■•’  iC-  • 

VT-OP.W.io'i  ev  t ,1  u  ;  :.x'j  tfnuooofi  ne  aeei  ssri  WWW® 

Sll  OJ  to.trjq  .I«I  ,^EBt  »°fl±a  *“*  **•  n-f-  i33,v  ' 

.,,<i  bttS  .snoianriot,  bne  blailbsH  ,bwoa  rlJiw  bocteioossfi  ecw 
,69vi  in  '  •  .mb  osi'? -tiJiv/  i eriJ  siol 

98Jtbasfio‘i9'  i  •  9fW  9  -  -^biw  yob;1,  c  •■  ;r-otn-.  *  iH 


i  vc  wsH-OSW 


NBC -TV  NEWS 


DENNIS  DAY  IS  NAMED  TOP  ’FUNNY  MAN  IN  MUSIC’ 

IN  GAGWRITERS’  ANNUAL  COMEDY  ROUNDUP; 

CLIFF  ARQUETTE  FIRST  AS  ’FUN  FOIL’ 

-S/L  i.t 

w - V  W - W 

Dennis  Day,  singing  star  and  comedian  of  the  RCA  VICTOR 
SHOW  on  NBC-TV  (Fridays,  8:00  p.m.,  EST),  has  been  voted  one  of  two 
top  honors  awarded  to  performers  on  the  weekly  variety  show  by  the 
National  Association  of  Gagwriters. 

In  its  annual  comedy  roundup  for  the  observance  of  Laugh 
Week,  April  1-8,  the  writers  named  Day  first  in  the  "Funny  Man  in 
Music"  category.  The  other  honor  for  the  "RCA  Victor  Show"  was  won 
by  Cliff  Arquette,  who  was  chosen  first  in  the  "Fun  Foil"  or  "Comedy 
Characterization"  division  "for  providing  the  choicest  snickers  of 
the  year.  " 

For  the  past  eight  years  the  National  Association  of  Gag¬ 
writers  and  the  Museum  of  American  Comedy  have  been  paying  tribute 
to  the  laugh-makers  of  the  world  with  their  annual  selections. 
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'BREAK  THE  BANK/  QUIZ  SHOW  THAT  HAS  GIVEN  AWAY  2  MILLION 
IN  PRIZES,  RETURNS  TO  NBC -TV;  BUD  COLLYER  HAS  EMCEE  ROLE 

Wynn  Elliot  is  Host  and  Janice  Gilbert  Is  ’Paying  Teller’ 

PREMIERE 

BREAK  THE  BANK,  the  quiz  program  that  has  entertained 
audiences  for  seven  years  and  showered  small  fortunes  upon  thousands 
of  lucky  contestants,  will  return  to  the  NBC  television  network 
Monday,  March  30  (3:00  p.m,,  EST,  Mondays  through  Fridays), 

Bud  Collyer,  quick-thinking,  fast-talking,  genial  emcee, 
will  be  quizmaster  of  the  audience-participation  program,  with  Wynn 
Elliot  as  host  and  Janice  Gilbert  as  "paying  teller," 

A  pioneer  among  quiz  programs,  "Break  the  Bank"  was  launched 
as  a  radio  series  on  July  5,  1946.  As  its  popularity  grew,  the  program 
was  given  more  time  on  the  air.  In  October,  1948,  it  became  a  simul¬ 
cast,  being  aired  over  both  radio  and  TV  simultaneously. 

Cash  prizes  won  on  the  show  by  various  contestants  total 
more  than  $2,000,000,  In  1951  a  crippled  Korean  war  veteran  won 
$11,840  on  "Break  the  Bank,"  At  that  time  it  was  the  largest  cash  prize 
ever  awarded  in  such  a  contest, 

(more ) 
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'Break  the  Bank' 


Collyer  has  been  identified  with  the  quiz  program  since  its 
inception.  First  he  was  an  assistant  emcee  and,  when  the  program  was 
split  into  separate  radio  and  TV  series,  he  took  over  as  emcee  of  the 
morning  radio  show,  A  veteran  of  more  than  20  eventful  years  in  show- 
business,  Collyer  is  primed  for  the  fast-running  and  spontaneous 
commentary  that  sparks  the  audience-participation  program. 

Nash-Kelvinator  Corporation  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  will  sponsor 
a  Wednesday  segment  of  the  show. 
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MARCIANO -WALCOTT  RETURN  TITLE  FIGHT  ON  TV 

Battle  to  Be  Covered  on  ’Cavalcade  of  Sports’  April  10 


The  fight  boxing  fans  have  been  waiting  for  --  the  return 
title  match  between  Heavyweight  Champion  Rocky  Marciano  and  Jersey 
Joe  Walcott  --  will  be  telecast  from  Chicago  Stadium  on  NBC-TV’s 
CAVALCADE  OF  SPORTS  Friday,  April  10  (NBC-TV,  10:00  p.m.,  EST). 
fc  Jimmy  Powers  will  provide  the  commentary, 

Marciano,  28-year-old  strongboy  from  Brockton,  Mass,, 
wrested  the  championship  from  Walcott  in  Philadelphia’s  Municipal 
Stadium  last  Sept,  23  when,  behind  on  points,  he  registered  a  dramatic 
knockout  in  the  thirteenth  round.  The  return  contest  figures  to  test 
the  validity  of  that  victory. 

The  wily  old  Jersey  Joe  had  won  the  crown  by  flattening 
Ezzard  Charles. 

In  the  September  battle  with  Marciano,  the  crafty  Camden, 
N.J.,  veteran  dropped  Rocky  in  the  first  round  with  a  crushing  left 
hook  and  out -maneuvered  his  younger  opponent  thereafter.  Jersey  Joe, 
father  of  six,  might  have  retained  his  title  had  the  fight  gone  all 
the  way.  As  it  was,  Walcott  bounced  off  the  ropes  in  the  thirteenth 

(more ) 
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round  and  started  to  throw  a  right.  Marciano  threw  a  right  at  the 
same  instant  and  beat  Joe  to  the  punch.  School  was  out. 

Marciano  has  never  been  defeated.  He  was  the  first 
fighter  ever  to  gain  the  heavyweight  crown  with  an  unblemished  re¬ 
cord.  If  Walcott  wins  in  Chicago,  he  will  be  the  first  man  ever  to 
regain  the  heavyweight  championship. 

The  fight  is  expected  to  draw  26,000,  an  indoor  attendance 
record.  The  television  audience,  of  course,  will  number  in  the 
millions  . 
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GREATEST  GROUP  OF  FILM  STARS  EVER  TO  APPEAR  ON  TV 
WILL  PARTICIPATE  IN  ACADEMY  AWARDS  TELECAST 


HK- 


■fr 


The  nationwide  television  audience  tuned  to  NBC  on 
Thursday,  March  19  (from  10:30  p.m.,  to  midnight,  EST)  for  the  first 
telecast  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  Awards 
--  the  ’’Oscars"  --  will  see  and  hear  the  greatest  group  of  motion 
picture  stars  ever  to  appear  on  television. 

At  the  RKO  Pantages  Theatre  in  Hollywood,  Bob  Hope,  emcee 
of  the  presentation  ceremonies,  will  introduce  famous  movie  stars  and 
at  least  20  former  "Oscar"  winners  who  will  present  this  year’s  winners 
with  their  golden  statuettes.  Among  those  scheduled  to  make  the 
"Oscar"  presentations  are  Loretta  Young,  Jean  Hersholt,  Ginger  Rogers, 
Frank  Capra,  Anne  Baxter,  Joan  Fontaine,  Jimmy  Stewart,  Claire  Trevor, 
Ray  Milland,  Teresa  Wright,  Jane  Wyman,  Bobby  Driscoll,  Walt  Disney, 
Olivia  De  Havilland,  Dore  Schary,  Edmund  Gwenn,  Janet  Gaynor,  Ronald 
Colman  and  Mary  Pickford. 

The  New  York  ceremonies,  at  NBC’s  International  Theatre  -- 
the  first  in  the  25-year  history  of  Academy  Awards  --  will  have  such 
notables  as  Shirley  Booth,  Bette  Davis,  Helen  Hayes,  Luise  Rainer, 

Thomas  Mitchell,  Jack  Palance,  Josephine  Hull,  Mercedes  McCambridge, 
Thelma  Ritter,  Kim  Hunter,  Dave  Garroway,  Joseph  Schildkraut,  June 

(more ) 
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2  -  Academy  Awards 


Lockhart,  Patrice  Munsel,  Billy  Rose,  Jose  Ferrer,  Jane  Pickens,  Lisa 
Kirk,  Ilona  Massey,  Tyrone  Power,  Aaron  Copland  and  others.  Fredric 
March  will  be  on-stage  in  New  York  to  make  the  Eastern  presentations. 
Conrad  Nagel  will  be  master  of  ceremonies. 

Charles  Brackett,  president  of  the  Academy,  will  speak 
from  Hollywood  during  the  90-minute  telecast  and  radio  broadcast  by 
NBC. 

The  RCA  Victor  Division  of  Radio  Corporation  of  America 
is  sponsoring  NBC’s  coverage  of  movieland’s  biggest  night  of  the 
year . 

- o - 
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JO  SCHILLIG,  LYRIC  SOPRANO  FROM  TENNESSEE,  CAST  IN  MAJOR 
ROLE  OF  "THE  PARROT,"  SHORT  OPERA  ON  ’CIRCLE  THEATRE’ 

Complete  Cast  Announced,  but  Parrot  Will  Be  Done  by  Imitator 
*5  S’ - *5  S’  - *$S* 

"The  Parrot,"  comedy  opera  which  ARMSTRONG’S  CIRCLE  THEATRE 
will  present  Tuesday,  March  24  on  the  NBC  television  network  (9i30 
p.m.,  EST),  has  been  cast  with  23-year-old  Jo  Schillig  singing  the 
major  lyric  soprano  role. 

It  will  mark  Miss  Schillig’ s  first  appearance  on  television 
and  in  the  East.  She  came  to  New  York  from  Leland,  Tenn.,  less  than  a 
year  ago  to  prepare  for  her  concert  debut  at  Town  Hall  this  Fall. 

The  Armstrong  Cork  Company  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  which  comm¬ 
issioned  the  youthful  Darrell  Peter  and  Frank  De  Felitta  to  write  the 
opera  --  their  first  --  continued  its  investment  in  talented  youth  in 
the  signing  of  Miss  Schillig. 

The  opera  has  been  composed  for  six  solo  voices  with  piano 
accompaniment.  Five  seasoned  singers  —  Marden  Bate,  Chester 
Watson,  Sharon  Bolin,  Robert  Holland  and  Michael  Pollock  --  have  been 
signed  for  the  other  major  roles. 

The  opera  dramatizes  the  efforts  of  scheming  relatives  of  a 
deceased  eccentric  to  obtain  her  large  fortune,  left  by  her  to  Benja¬ 
min  --  her  pet  parrot.  Hampered  by  the  stipulation  of  her  will  that 

(more ) 
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’Circle  Theatre’ 


should  the  dear,  lamenting  relatives  see  fit  to  hasten  Benjamin’s 
departure  from  this  world  the  fortune  shall  be  endowed  to  an  ornitho¬ 
logical  society,  the  relatives  are  driven  to  an  unique  --  if  desperate 
—  method  of  "doing  in"  Benjamin.  But  the  deceased  eccentric  still 
has  the  last  laugh. 

A  parrot  has  been  obtained  to  play  Benjamin,  but  since  the 
bird  must  be  heard  at  intervals,  and  on  cue,  during  the  course  of  the 
opera,  Donald  Bain,  veteran  bird  imitator*,  will  provide  the  parrot’s 
voice . 

The  opera  will  be  done  in  modern  dress  in  a  Victorian  set¬ 
ting.  Darrell  Peter  will  conduct  the  soloists  and  their  piano  accom¬ 
paniment,  which  will  be  provided  by  Bernard  Gabriel  and  Marion  Machino. 

- o - 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


RCA  VICTOR  CO,,  LTD.,  WILL  DISTRIBUTE  NBC  FILM 
DIVISION  PROPERTIES  IN  CANADIAN  MARKETS 

The  NBC  Film  Division  has  just  completed  arrangements  for 
the  RCA  Victor  Company,  Ltd.,  of  Canada  to  be  the  distributor  for  all 
NBC  syndicated  film  properties  in  Canada,  it  was  announced  today  by 
Robert  W.  Sannoff,  vice  president  in  charge  of  the  Division. 

"This  is  a  major  step,"  Sarnoff  said,  "in  expanding  the 
operations  of  the  NBC  Film  Division  outside  the  borders  of  the  United 
States . " 

Film  properties  which  will  be  offered  for  immediate  local 
sponsorship  in  Canada  include  "Hopalong  Cassidy,"  "The  Lilli  Palmer 
Show,"  "Douglas  Fairbanks  Presents,"  "Dangerous  Assignment"  and  "The 
Visitor." 

The  RCA  Victor  Company,  Ltd.,  as  Canadian  distributor,  will 
provide  local  sponsors  and  stations  with  advertising  and  merchandising 
campaigns,  and  publicity,  promotion  and  exploitation  services. 

- o - 

LEE  TRACY  (MARTIN  KANE)  GUEST  AT  NATD  CONVENTION 

Lee  Tracy,  star  of  MARTIN  KANE,  PRIVATE  EYE  (NBC-TV,  Thurs¬ 
days,  10:00  p.m.,  EST),  was  a  guest  today  at  the  NATD  (National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Tobacco  Distributors)  convention  in  Atlantic  City.  "Martin 
Kane"  is  sponsored  by  the  United  States  Tobacco  Co. 
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FG  A  BUILDING  ‘RADIO  CITY  ■  NEW  YORK 

PR-17A-9-45 

March  17,  1953 

SPONSORSHIP  OF  NBC -TV  SHOWS  EXPANDED  BY  3  ADVERTISERS 
New  and  Renewed  TV  Business  Reported  by  Network 

Three  national  advertisers  are  expanding  their  sponsorship  of 
NBC -TV  programs,  the  network  announced  today  in  a  report  of  new  and 
renewed  television  business. 

Continental  Baking  Company  and  Standard  Brands,  Inc.  have 
purchased  additional  15-minute  segments  of  "Howdy  Doody."  Procter  & 
f  Gamble  Company  has  bought  another  quarter-hour  of  "Welcome  Travelers” 
and  the  "Kate  Smith  Hour." 

Continental  will  enlarge  its  weekly  sponsorship  of  the 
childrens'  variety  program,  effective  May  6,  from  15  minutes  on  Wednes¬ 
days  (5:45  to  6:00  p.m.)  to  a  half-hour  (5:30  to  6:00  p.m.).  Standard 
Brands  picked  up  an  additional  weekly  quarter-hour  of  the  show  (Wed¬ 
nesdays,  5:30  to  5:45  p.m.)  on  March  11,  but  will  change  the  time  to 
Mondays,  5:45  to  6:00  p.m.,  starting  March  23#  The  firm  also  sponsors 
the  5:45  to  6:00  p.m.,  portion  on  Thursdays.  Ted  Bates  &  Co,  is  the 
agency  for  both  advertisers.  "Howdy  Doody"  is  presented  over  the  NBC- 
TV  network  Mondays  through  Fridays  from  5:30  to  6:00  p.m.,  EST. 

Procter  &.  Gamble  Company  on  May  1  will  begin  to  sponsor  the 
^  Friday,  3:45  to  4:00  p.m.,  period  of  "Welcome  Travelers,"  This  will 

(more) 


AMERICA’S  NO.  1  NETWORK  •  THE  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 


2  -  TV  Sponsorship 

be  in  addition  to  the  same  time  segment  the  advertiser  is  now  sponsor¬ 
ing  Mondays  through  Thursdays,  Biow  Company,  Inc,  is  the  agency. 
"Welcome  Travelers"  is  seen  over  NBC-TV  Mondays  through  Fridays  from 
3:30  to  4:00  p.m.,  EST, 

Procter  &  Gamble  Company  through  Compton  Advertising,  Inc. 
also  purchased  an  additional  segment  (Mondays,  4:00  to  4:15  p,m«)  of 
the  "Kate  Smith  Hour,"  effective  March  l6.  P  &  G  also  sponsors  the 
4:00  to  4:15  p.m.  period  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays.  "Kate 

Smith  Hour"  is  telecast  Mondays  through  Fridays  from  4:00  to  5:00  p.m. 
EST, 

Beginning  April  1,  Kelvinator  Division  of  Nash-Kelvinator 
Corp.  will  sponsor  the  Wednesday,  3:15  to  3:30  p.m,,  portion  of  "Break 
the  Bank,"  becoming  the  first  advertiser  to  purchase  time  on  the  popu¬ 
lar  quiz  show  which  returns  to  the  NBC-TV  network  on  Monday,  March  30. 
The  series  will  be  seen  Mondays  through  Fridays  from  3:00  to  3:30  p.m. 
EST,  Geyer  Advertising,  Inc,  is  the  agency  for  Kelvinator. 

Crosley  Division,  Avco  Manufacturing  Corp,,  has  renewed  its 
alternate-week  sponsorship  of  NBC-TV* s  "What’s  My  Name?  starring 
Paul  Winchell,  effective  Monday,  March  16  (8:00  to  8:30  p.m,,  EST). 

The  agency  is  Benton  &  Bowles,  Inc, 

"Club  Embassy"  on  NBC-TV  Tuesday,  10:30  to  10:45  p0m.,  EST, 
has  been  renewed  by  the  P.  Lorillard  Company,  effective  March  31 • 
Lennen  &  Newell,  Inc,  is  the  agency. 
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from  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 


FIVE  TUNES  NOMINATED  FOR  ’BEST  ORIGINAL  SONG'  HONORS 
WILL  BE  SUNG  BY  STARS  ON  NBC  ACADEMY  AWARD  PROGRAM 

Five  tunes  nominated  for  "Best  Original  Song  of  1952"  will 
be  heard  on  NBC's  combined  radio  and  television  coverage  of  the 

Academy  Award  ceremonies  on  Thursday,  March  19  (10:30  p.m.,  to  mid¬ 
night,  EST). 

The  songs  will  be  presented  by  Celeste  Holm,  Peggy  Lee, 
Marilyn  Maxwell,  Bob  Hope,  Johnny  Mercer,  Billy  Daniels  and  Tex  Ritte 
Walt  Disney,  who  has  won  17  Academy  Awards  over  the  years,  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  music  awards. 

Hope  and  Miss  Maxwell  will  sing  "Am  I  in  Love,"  from  Para¬ 
mount's  Son  of  Paleface."  Daniels  will  sing  "Because  You're  Mine," 
from  the  MGM  film  of  the  same  name.  Ritter  will  repeat  "High  Noon," 
which  he  sang  in  the  Stanley  Kramer  picture.  "Thumbelina, "  from 
Samuel  Goldwyn'.s  production  of  "Hans  Christian  Andersen,"  will  be 
sung  by  Miss  Holm.  Mercer  and  Peggy  Lee  will  join  in  "Zing  a  Little 
Zong,"  from  Paramount’s  "Just  For  You." 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


1  PHOTOPLAY ' S  AWARD  OF  MERIT  GOES  TO  NBC 
FOR  ITS  ACADEMY  AWARD  ‘PUBLIC  SERVICE1 

The  Photoplay  Award  of  Merit,  issued  by 
Photoplay  Magazine,  representing  the  movie-goers 
of  America,  will  be  received  by  Dave  Garroway  on 
behalf  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  on  the 
Thursday,  March  19,  edition  of  TODAY,  the  early 
morning  news  and  special  feature  program. 

The  award,  presented  by  Photoplay  editor 
Tony  Gray,  is  being  given  to  NBC  for  "distin¬ 
guished  public  service  in  bringing  the  film 
industry’s  annual  Academy  Awards  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  public." 

"Today"  is  seen  Monday  through  Friday, 
7:00-9:00  a.m.,  EST  and  CST,  over  the  NBC -TV 
network. 
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from  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 

ESTIMATED  8  MILLION  VIEWERS  WITNESSED  TV  COVERAGE 
OF  YUCCA  FLAT  ATOMIC  BLAST  IN  CIVIL  DEFENSE  TEST 

"Ten  seconds ... .five  seconds,  four,  three,  two,  one"  —  and 
an  estimated  8  million  televiewers  across  the  nation  watched  a  fear¬ 
some  atomic  blast  as  Phase  Two  of  "Operation  Doorstep"  was  climaxed 
at  Yucca  Flat,  Nev.,  today  (March  17). 

This  was  one  of  three  special  telecasts  presented  by  the 
combined  television  networks  and  stations,  in  association  with  the 
Advertising  Council,  as  a  means  of  alerting  the  public  to  the  urgent 
need  for  stepping  up  Civil  Defense  activity,  building  up  the  Ground 
Observer  Corps,  and  for  donating  blood  for  civilian  emergency  stock¬ 
piles. 

The  detonation  was  set  for  5:20  a.m..  Las  Vegas  time, 

(8:20  a.m.,  EST) .  Through  the  pre-dawn  gloom,  three  lights  were 
visible  seven  miles  from  where  NBC's  Morgan  Beatty  huddled  with  radio 
and  television  crews  on  "News  Nob." 

One  of  the  lights  was  on  a  300-foot  tower,  on  which  the 
bomb,  or  "device"  as  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission  prefers  to  call  it, 
was  to  be  detonated.  The  other  lights  were  in  two  houses  a  quarter- 
mile  from  the  target  area.  The  houses  had  been  built  especially  for 
the  test  and  were  completely  furnished.  Inside,  mannequins  were 
seated  around  a  living  room.  Outside,  family  cars  were  parked  on 
"Main"  and  "Elm"  streets. 

This  was  "Doom  Town,"  designed  for  disaster.  Twenty-eight 
atomic  bombs  had  been  tested  in  this  country,  but  this  was  the  first 
to  be  tested  for  its  effects  on  typical  suburban  homes  and  on  the 
family  car  as  a  rolling  bomb  shelter. 


(more ) 
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2  -  Atom  Test 


Less  than  two  miles  from  the  target  area,  1,600  troops 
crouched  in  slit  trenches.  They  were  closer  than  men  have  ever  been 
to  an  exploding  atom  bomb  —  except  for  those  who  were  under  it  at 
Nagasaki  and  Hiroshima. 

On  "News  Nob,"  a  filter  was  placed  over  the  lens  of  the 
television  camera.  At  exactly  5:20  o'clock  (8:20  a.m.,  EST)  the 
bomb  went  off. 

First,  a  flash  of  light;  next,  a  tremendous  roar;  then, 
through  the  screen  of  dust,  a  great,  mushrooming  cloud,  rising  40,000 
feet  into  the  air.  The  explosion  was  equal  to  15,000  tons  of  TNT. 

The  damage  to  "Doom  Town"  was  to  be  ascertained  later  in  the  day  in 
Phase  Three  of  Operation  Doorstep. 

"Today,"  NBC's  early  morning  news  and  special  feature  tele¬ 
vision  program,  gave  its  8:00-8:30  a.m.,  EST,  segment  to  the  dramatic 
blast  coverage.  As  an  added  feature,  "Today"  showed  excerpts  from  a 
recently  released  official  Air  Force  film,  "Target  Nevada."  The  film 
showed  the  crew  of  an  Air  Force  bomber  dropping  the  bomb  in  an  earlier 
test.  It  contained  almost  everything,  in  fact,  except  a  view  of  the 
top-secret  bomb  itself. 

Phase  Three  of  Operation  Doorstep,  the  examination  of  the 
houses  in  "Doom  Town,"  was  incorporated  at  4:45  p.m.,  EST,  in  the 
"Kate  Smith  Hour."  Filmed  highlights  of  the  coverage  were  shown  at 
7:45  p.m.,  EST,  on  NBC-TV's  "Camel  News  Caravan." 

- o - 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 
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NBC  EXECUTIVE,  IN  T PROGRESS  REPORT  TO  NEGRO  COMMUNITY, ’ 

CITES  200$  INCREASE  IN  USE  OF  NEGRO  ARTISTS  ON  NETWORK 

Edward  Madden,  Network  Vice  President,  and  Other  Officials 
Address  Group  of  Press  and  Public  Leaders  in  New  York 

“ — — jiir 

a 

NEW  YORK,  March  16  --  The  National  Broadcasting  Company  has 
a  200  per  cent  increase  in  1952  over  1951  in  the  use  of  Negro  artists 
on  network  programs,  according  to  Edward  D.  Madden,  vice  president  and 
assistant  to  the  president  of  the  network. 

Addressing  a  group  of  press  and  public  leaders  from  the 
Eastern  seaboard  in  a  "progress  report  to  the  Negro  community"  on  the 
development  of  NBC’s  concept  of  "integration  without  identification," 
the  network  executive  reported  that  a  total  of  218  acts  and  individual 
performers  appeared  over  NBC’s  radio  and  television  facilities  in  the 
past  two  years. 

"Including  the  repeat  performances  of  various  artists  there 
was  a  total  of  450  performances,"  Madden  said.  "These  450  performances 
do  not  include  the  Billy  Williams  Quartet,  Ruby  Dandridge  or  Lillian 
Randolph,  each  of  whom  appeared  or  are  now  appearing  on  regular  shows. 
When  we  count  the  individual  members  of  orchestras,  other  talent 
groups,  and  the  repeat  performances  of  NBC  regulars . - .the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  appearances  rises  to  an  estimated  1,540  for  radio  and  913  for 
TV  --  or  a  grand  total  of  2,453  appearances." 

The  report  also  related  the  network’s  activity  in  eliminating 

racial  stereotypes.  The  network’s  company-owned  stations  annually  use 

hundreds  of  thousands  of  feet,  some  of  which  had  contained  instances 

of  racial  minority  stereotyping  before  they  were  deleted  by  the 
Continuity  Acceptance  Department. 

(more ) 
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2  -  *  Progress  Report  to  Negro  Community ’ 


NBC  has  "just  one  yardstick. . .the  selection  of  performers  on 
the  basis  of  ability  without  regard  to  racial  derivation,"  Madden  said. 

Frank  White,  president  of  NBC,  told  the  roundtable  that  this 
philosophy  embraces  an  area  of  operation  that  you  have  to  do  with 
your  heart  as  well  as  your  brain." 

He  assured  the  civic  leaders  that  the  network  intends  to 
take  advantage  of  their  help  in  a  day-to-day  pursuit  of  every  opportun¬ 
ity  to  advance  the  cause. 

Ernest  de  la  Ossa,  director  of  personnel,  discussing  NBC’s 
progress  in  integrating  Negroes  into  its  personnel,  said,  "We  need 
good  people,  whoever  they  may  be."  He  told  of  the  employment  of 
Negroes  on  various  levels  of  skill  and  of  their  subsequent  promotions 
in  the  company. 

Roy  Wilkins,  administrator  of  the  National  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Colored  People,  spoke  briefly  later  in  the  meeting 
and  congratulated  the  network,  noting  that  the  real  test  of  the  policy 
lies  in  the  ability  of  the  employees  to  advance  once  they  have  been 
employed. 

Stockton  Helffrich,  manager  of  continuity  acceptance,  said 
the  work  of  his  department  was  apparent  to  all.  "We  are  there  to  flay 
what  shouldn’t  be  there  and  to  suggest  what  better  can  be  done,"  he 
explained, 

Sydney  H.  Eiges,  vice  president  in  charge  of  press,  thanked 
the  representatives  of  the  press  for  "helping  us  conduct  periodic 
self -examinations  to  be  sure  we  are  making  progress." 


(more) 
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3  -  Progress  Report  to  Negro  Community  * 


Joseph  V.  Baker,  of  Joseph  V.  Baker  Associates,  Philadelphia 
public  relations  firm,  conducted  the  meeting  and  introduced  a  number 
of  press  and  public  leaders.  These  included  Lester  Walton,  former 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Liberia;  Miss  Bertha  Diggs  of  the  New 
York  State  Department  of  Labor;  Dr.  Horace  Mann  Bond,  president  of 
Lincoln  University;  Miss  Dorothy  Height,  of  the  national  board  of  the 
YWCA;  Herbert  Bayard  Swope  and  others. 

Chief  feature  of  the  meeting  was  a  slide  presentation  by 
Madden  showing  the  type  of  racial  stereotype  material  deleted  from 

programs  and  some  of  the  outstanding  Negro  talent  seen  and  heard  on 
NBC. 

In  citing  Negro  actors,  musicians  and  dancers  who  have  ap¬ 
peared  on  NBC  programs  over  the  last  two  years,  the  broadcasting  execu¬ 
tive  pointed  out  that  "the  inclusion  of  such  artists  has  helped 
enlarge  our  audience." 

Madden  gave  the  audience  a  comprehensive  analysis  of  the 
types  of  Negro  acts  presented.  In  the  dance  field,  he  cited  leading 
male  and  female  figures  as  well  as  mixed  units.  Instrumentalists, 
noted  for  their  solo  work  in  the  jazz  world,  were  shown  along  with 
well-known  orchestra  leaders.  Male  and  female  vocalists,  popular 
groups  and  choirs  were  also  brought  to  attention. 

Included  among  these  were:  the  dancing  teams  of  The  Three 
Rockets  and  the  Clark  Brothers;  internationally  famous  Pearl  Primus; 
Mary  Hinkson,  Philadelphia  ballerina,  who  will  again  be  included  in 
the  cast  of  Gian  Carlo  Menotti's  opera  "Amahl  and  The  Night  Visitors" 
on  Christmas  Day,  and  the  Katherine  Dunham  dancers. 


(more ) 
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Progress  Report  to  Negro  Community1 


Instrumentalists  included  Nat  "King"  Cole;  "Wild  Bill"  Davis 
and  his  trio;  and  Slim  Gaillard.  Pearl  Bailey,  Ella  Fitzgerald  and 
Sarah  Vaughn  were  among  the  female  vocalists  featured. 

Slides  of  concert  singers,  sports  figures  and  comedians  also 
illustrated  the  variety  of  performances  given  by  Negroes.  In  the 
dramatic  field,  outstanding  Negro  actors  and  actresses  who  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  roles  marked  by  the  absence  of  racial  references  were  cited, 
Sidney  Poitier,  the  late  Canada  Lee,  Juano  Hernandez  and 
Emory  Richardson  were  presented  in  major  dramatic  productions. 

Marian  Anderson  and  newcomer  Adele  Addison  appeared  on  some  of  the 
network's  foremost  musical  presentations.  Jackie  Robinson  and  Joe 
Louis  also  made  several  appearances. 

- o - 
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Press  Department  New  York 


FIVE  DAYS,  FIVE  ACTS 

Only  five  days  remain  before  five  of  the  great 

acts  In  showbusiness  will  star  on  NBC-TV’s  COLGATE 

COMEDY  HOUR,  on  Sunday,  March  22,  at  8:00  p.m.,  EST  -- 

for  the  program’s  100th  telecast. 

_  - 

- o - 

'MOST  BEAUTIFUL'  AND  ’MOST  HANDSOME'  CENTENARIANS 
SOUGHT  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  100TH  'COMEDY  HOUR1 

A  nationwide  search  is  under  way  for  the  "most  beautiful 
and  "most  handsome"  centenarians  in  the  United  States  . 

In  connection  with  the  100th  telecast  of  the  COLGATE  COMEDY 
HOUR  (NBC-TV,  Sunday,  March  22,  8:00  p.m.,  EST),  starring  all  of  the 
regulars  of  the  series,  the  Colgate-Palmolive-Peet  Co.  and  the  NBC 
television  network  are  staging  a  beauty  contest  open  to  all  persons 
over  100  years  of  age . 

More  than  50  stations  are  already  enrolled  in  the  unique 
search,  making  on-the-air  announcements  and  conducting  elimination 
contests  on  their  locally -originating  shows. 

Stations  and  cities  participating  include  WNBT,  New  York; 

WBRE-TV,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  WJAR-TV,  Providence,  R.I.;  WKTV,  Utica, 

N.Y.;  W SYR -TV,  Syracuse,  N.Y.;  WNBF-TV,  Binghamton,  N  .Y . ;  WFPG-TV, 

AMERICA'S  NO.  1  N  E  T  WC^  R  K^H  E  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 
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2  -  Comedy  Hour 


Atlantic  City,  N.J.;  WGAL-TV,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  WNBK,  Cleveland;  WTTV, 
Bloomington,  Ind;  WLW-T,  Cincinnati;  WLW-D,  Dayton,  Ohio;  WLW-C, 

4 

Columbus;  WSAZ-TV,  Huntington,  W.  Va . ;  WBAL-TV ,  Baltimore;  WAVE-TV, 

j 

Louisville,  Ky.;  WSM-TV,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  WDEL,  Wilmington,  Del.; 

WNBW,  Washington,  D.C.;  WSLS-TV,  Roanoke,  Va;  WFMY-TV,  Greensboro, 

N.C.;  WBRC-TV,  Birmingham,  Ala.;  WNBQ,  Chicago;  WOOD-TV,  Grand  Rapids 

Mich.;  WTMJ -TV,  Milwaukee;  WEEK-TV,  Peoria;  KSD-TV,  St.  Louis;  WMCT, 

Memphis;  WOC-TV,  Davenport;  WOW-TV,  Omaha;  WDSU-TV,  New  Orleans; 

WKY-TV,  Oklahoma  City;  KPRC,  Houston;  KTBC-TV,  Austin,  Tex.;  WTVJ, 

Miami;  KFEL-TV,  Denver;  KDYL,  Salt  Lake  City;  KNBH,  Los  Angeles;  KPTV 

Portland,  Ore.;  KING-TV,  Seattle;  and  KHQ.-TV ,  Spokane. 

Each  of  these  stations  will  select  local  winners  from  their 

coverage  areas,  and  then  two  national  winners  will  be  selected  by 

Abbott  and  Costello,  Eddie  Cantor,  Bob  Hope,  Martin  and  Lewis,  and 

Donald  O’Connor,  the  stars  of  the  100th  telecast  and  judges  of  the 

contest .  ,  *  . .  ,  . t  n  ■ 

The  most  beautiful  and  most  handsome  centenarians  will  re- 

•receive  $500  each  and' will  be  flown  to  Hollywood  to  appear  on  the 

^Colgate  Comedy  Hour,"  probably  the  Donald  O'Connor  telecast  on 

April  5. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


CREDITS  FOR  COMIC  OPERA,  'THE  PARROT/' 
ON  ARMSTRONG'S  'CIRCLE  THEATRE' 


PROGRAM : 

ARMSTRONG'S  CIRCLE  THEATRE 

TIME: 

Tuesday,  March  24,  9:30  p.m., 

EST,  on  NBC  television 
network . 

SPONSOR: 

Armstrong  Cork  Company  of 

Lancaster,  Pa. 

OPERA : 

Titled  "The  Parrot,”  the  short 
opera  is  based  on  a  bird  that 
inherits  a  fortune,  and  with 
it  the  hatred  of  envious 
relatives  of  a  deceased 
eccentric 

COMPOSER : 

Darrell  Peter 

CONDUCTOR: 

Darrell  Peter 

LIBRETTIST : 

Frank  P.  De  Felitta 

CAST: 

Jo  Schillig,  Marden  Bate,  Chester 
Watson,  Shannon  Bolin,  Robert 
Holland,  Michael  Pollock  -- 
and  a  parrot. 

TWO-PIANO 

ACCOMPANIMENT  BY:  Bernard  Gabriel  &  Marion 

Machino 


DIRECTOR : 

Garry  Simpson 

PRODUCER : 

Husdon  Faussett 

- o - 
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DENNIS  DAY  TO  RECEIVE  ALUMNI  MEDAL  OF  HONOR 

AT  MANHATTAN  COLLEGE  CENTENARY  BANQUET 

. •/-  \1L  y? 

4'  «  ~ii - 

FOR  RELEASE  Thursday,  March  19 

Dennis  Day,  singing  star  of  the  RCA  VICTOR  SHOW  (NBC -TV, 
Fridays,  8:00  p.m.,  EST),  will  be  honored  on  April  11  by  the  Man¬ 
hattan  College  Alumni  Society  as  the  recipient  of  the  school’s  Alumni 
Medal  of  Honor. 

The  presentation  will  be  made  at  the  Manhattan  College  Cen¬ 
tenary  banquet  in  the  Hotel  Statler,  New  York.  Francis  Cardinal 
Spellman,  Archbishop  of  New  York  and  a  member  of  the  Manhattan  College 
Board  of  Trustees,  will  preside. 

Day,  a  graduate  of  Manhattan  with  the  class  of  1938,  is 
being  honored  for  "bringing  into  American  homes  through  the  mediums 
of  radio  and  television  a  high  calibre  of  wholesome  and  thoroughly 
enjoyable  entertainment"  ...  and  "for  leading  an  exemplary  family 
life  as  a  father  and  husband  in  keeping  with  the  highest  traditions 
of  Manhattan  men." 

In  announcing  this  action  taken  by  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Alumni  Society,  George  F.  Knapp,  alumni  president,  also  cited  the 
NBC  star  for  his  continuous  devotion  and  service  to  his  alma  mater. 
While  attending  Manhattan,  Day  was  better  known  as  a  youngster  from 
East  Bronx  by  the  name  of  Eugene  McNulty. 

The  nationally  famous  singing  star  will  fly  in  from  Holly¬ 
wood,  point  of  origination  of  the  "RCA  Victor  Show,"  to  accept  the 
honor  in  person. 
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MARGE  KERR  IS  NAMED  PUBLIC  INFORMATION  CONSULTANT 
FOR  TV  ’AMERICAN  INVENTORY’  SERIES 

Marge  Kerr  has  been  appointed  public  information  consultant 
to  "American  Inventory,"  the  NBC-Alfred  P.  Sloan  Foundation  experimen¬ 
tal  adult-education-by-television  series,  William  Hodapp,  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  executive  producer,  announced  today. 

Miss  Kerr,  who  has  wide  experience  in  the  fields  of  TV 
and  radio  production,  writing,  sales,  promotion  and  publicity,  will 
assess  at  first-hand  in  visits  throughout  the  country  the  results  of 
the  program’s  two  years  of  experimentation  and  will  develop  specific 
telecasts  designed  to  translate  the  local  and  regional  American  scene 
into  programs  of  national  interest. 

Last  Fall  Miss  Kerr  produced  "Heaven  for  Betsy,"  a  twice- 
weekly  TV  situation  comedy  series  for  Lever  Brothers.  From  1950 
to  1952  she  was  head  of  creative  TV  package  programming  for  the 
William  Morris  Agency.  Before  that,  from  19^  to  1950,  she  was  new 
program  development  head  and  chief  talent  buyer  for  N.W.  Ayer. 
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NBC -TV  CONSULTATION  SERVICE  FOR  PUBLIC  RELATIONS 
FIRMS  IS  ANNOUNCED  BY  EDWARD  D.  MADDEN 


Announcement  of  an  NBC  television  consultation  service  for 
public  relations  companies  was  made  today  by  Edward  D.  Madden,  vice 
president  and  assistant  to  the  President  of  NBC. 

The  service,  representing  a  new  departure  for  NBC,  is 
designed  to  advise  public  relations  firms  on  the  most  effective  ways 
to  use  television.  Madden  said  in  a  speech  before  the  Public  Relations 
Society  of  America  during  a  luncheon  at  Toots  Shor’s  restaurant  in 
New  York  City. 

He  told  the  Society,  "We  have  appointed  a  few  individuals 
who  have  an  awareness  of  public  relations  practices  and  problems  to 
consult  with  you  on  your  individual  problems.  If  you  are  willing  to 
discuss  with  us  in  confidence  and  reasonable  candor  the  problems  of 
a  particular  client,  we  on  our  part,  through  these  people,  will  be 
happy  to  explore  with  you  the  problem  and  see  if  we  can  help  in  solving 
it  through  the  use  of  television." 

Madden  discussed  the  important  role  public  relations  plays 
in  television  and  how  NBC  is  constantly  striving  to  maintain  and 

(more ) 


AMERICA’S  NO.  1  NETWORK  •  THE  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 


EMC 


•  1  •'  J  ,  .  '■  ;  '  A 

.  •  ;  '•  •• 

.  -  i  r.  . 

tom  iq  ■  .  ■  .  i  ti  . .  -  '■  ■  ■  ~ 


,  I  i  . 

.  :  : 

i\  i  no ;  J  :  * 

-■  i  1  v 

'  ■  i 

•d.n J  :n  .  iv  - 

at 

• 

• 

,  •  ■  ■- 


•  .■  .  ■  '  •  •  ■  ■  ;  ;  •  ! 

>  ,  * 

.  •;  •  ••  : '  : '  • 

•.  •  .  ■  •  •  .  • 

jc|  £  $  n  .  ■  ■  .  ■  ■  ■  .  .  .  ' 

.  •  . .  •  r.-ioj  /{  ,$■  *  ^Xc-/  Jr..:  J-.'  r:."  «.*•  ■  :  Jtu'  gK 

...  .  .  ■  . 


2  -  Consultation  Service 


improve  good  relations  with  the  public.  To  this  end,  he  said,  NBC 
endeavors  to  keep  TV  costs  low,  maintain  good  taste  and  eliminate 
over-commercialism  in  programs,  and  produce  more  and  better  public 
service  programs. 

On  the  subject  of  high  standards  of  taste,  Madden  said,  "We 
believe  that  if  we  offer  the  people  opportunities  to  develop  their 
tastes  and  broaden  their  interests,  they  will  respond.  Acting  on  this 
conviction,  we  have  deliberately  undertaken  to  incorporate  materials 
of  culture  and  enlightenment  into  the  general  run  of  our  entertainment 
shows,  where  they  will  reach  the  largest  audience."  To  illustrate 
this  theory,  he  mentioned  many  examples  including  the  ballet  and 
operatic  vignettes  in  "Your  Show  of  Shows,"  the  great  vocalists  and 
fine  orchestra  on  "Voice  of  Firestone, "  the  Vogeler  story  told  on 
"Television  Playhouse,"  and  the  historical  dramas  on  "Hallmark  Theatre." 

NBC  is  constantly  seeking  new  ways  to  serve  the  public. 

Madden  said.  He  explained  the  network’s  "Face  of  the  Age  Plan" 

"whereby  we  systematically  undertake  to  present  on  television  the  faces 
and  voices  of  the  men  and  women  who  are  influential  in  the  world  of 
today,  so  that  our  audience  may  come  to  know  them.  We  try  to  cover 
all  important  fields  --  members  of  our  Government,  religious  leaders, 
educators,  authors,  scientists,  philosophers  and  businessmen. 

The  network’s  Responsibility  Reports  also  have  an  important 
part  in  the  network's  "overall  project  of  enlightenment,  Madden  said. 

i 

"We  ask  each  producer  to  file  a  responsibility  report  on  what  he  has 
done  to  contribute  to  this  project  with  the  shows  under  his  charge. 

(more ) 
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Where  a  particular  program  has  made  no  specific  contribution  over  a 
period  of  time,  we  sit  down  with  the  producer  and  try  to  work  out  ways 
and  means  of  correcting  the  situation."  By  this  means,  he  pointed  out, 
a  large  number  of  NBC  entertainment  programs  can  incorporate  signifi¬ 
cant  material  of  culture  and  enlightenment,  and  thus  contribute  to 
broadening  public  taste  and  understanding. 

Albert  McCleery,  producer  of  NBC-TVfs  "Hallmark  Theatre"  and 
Herbert  Bayard  Swope,  Jr.,  director  of  the  "Robert  Montgomery  Presents" 
series,  also  spoke  at  the  luncheon. 

- o - 


NBC -New  York,  3/18/53 


. 

-  t  ■  .  :  ISO* 

8XBV  OJ  .•  ;  2  W 

r  *  * 

k$L  Intcq  Dri  ^eriBsm  siritf  y9  ".nolta&rtla  aic?  £ftJ&09TXOO  lo  ensora  , 

■  i*i  >o«Jt  ns o  ams'is  •.■•■..■.■■ 

oi  Ktocfiiinoa  aurict  bne  ^nsranstf  rig -tins  fens  aoutfli/o  lo  Isi'tscfrsa  A 

i  .  **{  i 

*x  tb  toqow8 

.a  •-.•lor.,.  r  /■',[£  ..'O'; 

- o - 


£?  .  •■  .-••'  voY  v;  /*I~  - 


news 


UIIDINO  '  RADIO  CITY 


E  W  Y  0  R 


March  18,  1953 


PR-1 7A-9-45 


SERVICEMEN,  WOMEN  TO  RALLY  AROUND  TELEVISION  SETS 
IN  USO  CENTERS  TO  WATCH  ACADEMY  AWARDS 


United  Service  Organizations  in  leading  cities  of  the  United 
States  will  provide  facilities  for  servicemen  and  women  at  all  USO 
centers  to  watch  the  NBC  telecast  of  the  Academy  Award  ceremonies, 
Thursday,  March  19  (NBC,  10:30  p.m.  to  midnight,  EST) .  The  NBC  radio 
network  will  carry  the  proceedings  at  the  same  time. 

"For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Academy  Awards 
for  the  best  acting  entertainment,  thousands  of  enlisted  men  in  all 
parts  of  America  will  join  the  celebration,"  said  Glenn  E.  Carter, 
president  of  USO,  Los  Angeles  area.  "Kinescope  pictures  of  the  event 
are  planned  for  distribution  to  Armed  Forces  personnel  abroad." 

Bob  Hope  will  be  master  of  ceremonies  at  the  program  to  orig¬ 
inate  at  RKO  Pantages  Theatre,  Los  Angeles.  (There  will  be  supplemen¬ 
tary  pickups  from  the  NBC  International  Theatre  in  New  York). 

Actor  Ronald  Reagan  will  officiate  as  television  commenta¬ 
tor,  and  Paul  Douglas  and  Eve  Arden  will  be  at  the  radio  microphone. 

Television  sets  will  be  installed  at  all  USO  centers  for  the 
event  by  RCA  Victor,  as  announced  by  Glenn  Carter. 

Cities  where  the  USO  centers  will  honor  the  entertainers  with 
television  parties  are  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  San  Diego,  Long 
Beach,  New  York,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  Brooklyn,  Baltimore,  Boston, 

Detroit,  St.  Louis,  Seattle  and  Washington,  D.C. 

- o - 
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from  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 


NBC's  CLEM  McCarthy,  veteran  sportscaster, 

TO  RECEIVE  CITATION  FROM  FELLOW  MIKEMEN 
I _ _ _  _ _ 

NBC's  Clem  McCarthy,  the  dean  of  American  sports  commenta¬ 
tors,  will  be  honored  at  the  Sportscasters  Dinner  to  be  held  on 
Monday,  April  13,  at  the  Park  Sheraton  Hotel,  New  York. 

McCarthy  will  receive  a  citation  in  recognition  of  his  out¬ 
standing  performances  over  the  years.  Only  once  before  has  a  broad¬ 
caster  received  such  an  award.  He  was  Ted  Husing,  who  founded  the 
Sportscasters  organization. 

Clem  McCarthy  has  been  calling  horse  races  for  NBC  since 
1929.  His  telecasts  began  in  19^9*  a  decade  after  the  first  experi¬ 
mental  programs  at  Belmont  Park.  Horses  and  McCarthy  have  gone  to¬ 
gether  ever  since  he  was  a  lad.  His  family  moved  all  over  the  country 
and,  as  Clem  puts  it,  "I  kept  trying  to  get  a  formal  education  in  17 
schools.  Finally  I  gave  it  up  and  began  horse  and  cattle  auctioneer¬ 
ing  instead.  I  quit  that  to  become  a  form-chart  reporter.  One  thing 
led  to  another,  and  when  Arlington  Park  in  Chicago  installed  a 
public  address  system  in  1927*  they  picked  me  to  call  the  races. 
That's  how  it  started." 

Clem  says  the  toughest  race  he  ever  called  was  the  famous 
War  Admiral-Seabiscuit  duel  in  the  Pimlico  Special  of  1937.  "The 
crowd  was  so  thick  I  couldn't  get  from  the  paddock  to  the  radio  booth 
--  even  with  six  policemen  to  escort  me.  I  had  to  broadcast  the  race 
some  way,  so  I  ran  around  to  the  winner's  circle  where  there  was 
another  microphone.  Without  binoculars,  and  standing  on  a  pile  of 
photographers'  camera  cases,  I  called  the  race  from  there.  Lucky 
there  were  only  two  horses  running." 
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VERSATILE  MACAW  GETS  ’PLUME1  ASSIGNMENT 

ON  ’CIRCLE  THEATRE’  OPERA,  ’THE  PARROT’ 

* - *  * - * 

A  multi-colored,  macaw,  rarest  member  of  the  parrot  family, 

was  chosen  at  a  special  audition  at  NBC  to  appear  in  the  comedy  opera, 

•'The  Parrot,"  on  ARMSTRONG’S  CIRCLE  THEATRE  Tuesday,  March  24  (NBC -TV, 

9:30  p.m. ,  EST) . 

Twelve  parrots  were  inspected  by  Russell  Patterson,  noted 
illustrator  and  judge  of  American  beauty;  Ylla,  photographer  of  rare 
birds;  and  Hudson  Faussett,  producer  of  "Circle  Theatre."  When  the 
macaw  was  seen,  its  iridescent  colors  of  blue,  red  and  gold  shimmer¬ 
ing  under  the  TV  lights  like  a  sun-drenched  rainbow,  the  judges 

didn't  take  long  to  decide  in  its  favor. 

The  three -year-old  macaw  of  radiant  plumage  —  but  answer- 

ing  to  the  earthy  name  of  "Mao"  -  in  addition  to  being  able  to  talk, 
can  sing,  whistle  and  dance  a  Jig.  It  is  owned  by  John  Livermore  of 
Stamford,  Conn.  It  will  figure  prominently  in  the  new  opera  by  Dar¬ 
rell  Peter  and  Prank  De  Felitta.  Heir  to  a  fortune  left  by  its  de¬ 
ceased  eccentric  owner,  it  is  in  danger  of  being  "done  in"  by  the 
incensed  relatives  of  the  deceased  woman. 
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MINNESOTA  MINING  AND  MANUFACTURING  CO.  SIGNS 
AS  THIRD  SPONSOR  OF  'DING  DONG  SCHOOL’ 


The  Minnesota  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Company,  maker  of 
Scotch  Cellophane  Tape,  has  signed  as  the  third  sponsor  of  the  NBC 
television  network  children's  program,  DING  DONG  SCHOOL. 

Beginning  May  9,  Minnesota  Mining  and  Manufacturing  will 
sponsor,  each  week,  the  Tuesday  telecasts  of  the  Monday-through-Friday 
program  series,  which  is  seen  from  10:00-10:30  a.m.,  EST.  Advertising 
agency  for  the  new  sponsor  is  Batten,  Barton,  Durstine  &  Osborn,  Inc. 

The  unique  program,  designed  for  pre-school  age  children, 
features  Dr.  Frances  Horwich  as  the  friend  and  mentor  of  her  youthful 
audience.  It  has  won  the  acclaim  of  professional  critics,  educators 
and  parents,  as  well  as  the  enthusiastic  attention  of  the  youngsters. 

Already  sponsoring  "Ding  Dong  School"  are  the  Scott  Paper 
Co.,  each  Thursday,  and  General  Mills,  each  Friday. 


AMERICA’S  NO.  1  NETWORK  •  THE  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 


•  ’  c- 


10  ■  ,c 

.... 

‘•1.:  ■ 

i 

’  *  ,  j  !■•.  *•<  \r 

• 

'  L  ' 

• 

r  •  -ir.r  i 

V  ’  OHIO 

i.'iW  H  L  r'  . 

■ 

. 

«■ 

- 

•  .  • 

•y  •  '•  t  . 

, 

0  {O'!  C. 

'  .  /  ri 

*  •  -«  -*  ««■ 

'J 

a ... 

•;  .  o  :  .  . 

•>  ■  '  ‘  J 

i  n . 

•  •/ 

*  j  .  . 

"  ■  '  . 

• 

. 

‘ 

• 

• 

. 

' 

ri-  1  . 

’ 

■  ■  • 


* 

.  » 


.. 


... 

. 

■  :  •  ' . •  ;.  ••••;' 

,  ■  ■  i  ri  l  ■  (T " 


.  .  .  .  ■: 


■  \  . 

t  -  1 


*! 


,  :•  •  • 

r  N  r  ■  • 


* 


NBC  RADIO  NEWS 


BILL  CULLEN  NEW  EMCEE  OF  ‘WALK  A  MILE'  QUIZ 

Bill  Cullen,  popular  radio  and  TV  quizmaster, 
will  succeed  John  Henry  Faulk  as  emcee  on  NBC's 
WALK  A  MILE  quiz  program,  starting  with  the  broad¬ 
cast  of  Wednesday,  April  8  (NBC  radio,  8:00  p.m., 
EST).  Faulk  is  leaving  the  show  to  devote  his 
time  to  TV  plans. 

Cullen  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  1920. 
He  began  his  radio  career  as  a  disc  jockey  for  a 
small  Pittsburgh  station,  and  since  then  has  been 
an  emcee,  announcer,  sportscaster,  and  finally, 
an  accomplished  quizmaster. 

The  program  features  a  group  of  contestants 
each  of  whom  is  given  four  questions,  every  ques¬ 
tion  representing  a  quarter-of-a-mile  advance  if 
answered  correctly.  If  the  contestant  "walks"  the 
full  mile,  he  wins  $250.  A  jackpot  question  at 
the  end  will  pay  $500.  If  the  Jackpot  question  is 
unanswered,  the  $500  will  he  added  to  the  next 

week’s  jackpot  total. 

"Walk  a  Mile"  is  sponsored  by  the  R.J. 
Reynolds  Company  for  Camel  Cigarettes. 
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March  19,  1953 


MERRILL  MUELLER,  VETERAN  NBC  CORRESPONDENT,  NAMED 
NEWS  EDITOR  AND  COMMENTATOR  FOR  TV  ’TODAY’  SERIES 


Merrill  Mueller,  NBC’s  veteran  war  and  foreign  correspondent, 
will  join  Dave  Garroway  and  Jack  Lescoulie  on  the  TODAY  program, 
effective  Monday,  March  23, as  news  editor  and  on-the-air  commentator. 

Mueller,  universally  nicknamed  "Red,”  brings  to  the  program 
a  distinguished  journalistic  record,  acquired  through  21  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  all  phases  of  newsgathering. 

His  outstanding  assignments  for  NBC  include  the  coverage  of 
various  World  War  II  Allied  invasions,  among  them  the  campaigns  in 
Africa,  Sicily,  Italy  and  the  D-Day,  1944,  thrust  into  Normandy. 

After  V-E  Day,  Mueller  was  re-assigned  to  the  Pacific 
theatre,  where  he  followed  the  war  to  its  conclusion,  acting  as 
American  radio  pool  reporter  for  the  Japanese  surrender  on  the  U.S.S. 
Missouri  in  Tokyo  Bay. 

After  the  war,  Mueller  was  assigned  to  the  NBC  London  bureau 
where,  as  manager,  he  covered  such  top  stories  as  the  marriage  of  the 
then  Princess  Elizabeth,  the  Klaus  Fuchs  spy  trial  and  other  front¬ 
page  stories  emanating  from  the  British  capital .  In  the  royal  wedding 
coverage,  as  with  the  Japanese  surrender  story,  Mueller  acted  as  pool 

reporter . 
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2  -  Mueller 


Just  prior  to  his  planned  and  produced  broadcast  of  the 
event,  he  was  awarded  the  Order  of  the  British  Empire  for  his  work 
with  British  forces  during  the  war  and  his  post-war  coverage  of 
United  Kingdom  news. 

In  addition  to  the  Empire  citation,  Mueller  has  received 
many  notable  honors.  He  is  among  the  few  possessors  of  signed 
commendations  from  President  Eisenhower  and  royal  representatives  of 
the  British  Empire:  Queen  Mother  Mary,  King  George  VI  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  II.  He  also  has  been  awarded  the  French  Legion  of  Merit, 
the  Purple  Heart,  and  for  journalistic  excellence  two  Headliners 
Awards,  a  Sigma  Delta  Chi  award  and  an  Overseas  Press  Club  award. 

In  1951,  after  a  leave  of  absence  during  which  he  toured  and 
lectured,  he  returned  to  the  network  and  was  shortly  off  on  a  series 
of  world-wide  assignments  which  saw  him  covering  the  Korean  hostilites, 
including  the  initial  truce  talks,  the  Huk  guerilla  skirmishes  in  the 
Philippines,  the  Indian  food  crisis  and  the  Iranian  oil  crisis. 

In  1952  Mueller  welcomed  an  assignment  which  tested  him  as  a 
domestic  and  political  reporter.  In  the  recent  Presidential  campaign 
he  covered  the  early  Eisenhower  activity,  was  on  the  floor  at  both 
Chicago  conventions  last  Summer,  rode  with  the  Truman  campaign  crain 
and  did  the  running  commentary  for  NBC  in  New  York  on  election  night. 

"Red"  scored  numerous  beats  while  on  these  assignments . 

He  broke  the  story  of  the  Dewey-Taft  faction  split  o^er  committee 
appointments  and  rightly  predicted  the  outcome  of  the  Eisenhower 
first-ballot  vote.  He  also  announced  word  of  the  Kefauver  withdrawal 
statement  some  80  minutes  before  competing  newsmen. 


(more ) 
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3  -  Mueller 


In  addition  to  these  activities,  Mueller  has  appeared  on 
numerous  NBC  radio  and  TV  programs  during  the  past  year.  He  has  had 
previous  experience  with  "Today,"  having  narrated  the  televised 
arrival  of  the  aircraft  carrier  U.S.S.  Wasp  in  New  York  harbor  after 

that  vessel  was  damaged  at  sea. 

Besides  his  own  program,  "Home  Edition  of  the  News,"  the 
busy  newsman  works  from  time  to  time  on  "Camel  News  Caravan,  Sunoco fs 
"Three  Star  Extra,"  "World  News  Roundup"  and  other  familiar  broadcasts 

from  the  NBC  New  York  newsroom. 

When  not  on  a  far-flung  assignment,  Mueller  resides  in 

Greenwich,  Conn,  with  his  wife  "Nickie."  He  likes  to  keep  his  hand 
in"  with  private  flying,  and  also  is  planning  to  put  a  boat  on  Long 
Island  Sound  this  Summer. 

Mueller  succeeds  James  Fleming,  whose  future  plans  have  not 
been  revealed.  Fleming,  who  also  resides  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  has  been 
with  "Today"  since  it  went  on  the  air  Jan.  14,  1952.  Recently  he  hao 
been  active  in  the  production  of  the  RCA  Victor  record  album,  Mr. 
President,"  which  contains  the  outstanding  speeches  of  American 

political  figures  during  the  past  20  years. 

"Today,"  the  early  morning  news  and  special  feature  program, 

is  presented  Mondays  through  Fridays,  7:00-9:00  a.m.,  EST  and  CST,  o^/er 
the  NBC -TV  network. 
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FRANK  BOURGHOLTZER  IS  NAMED  CHIEF  CORRESPONDENT 

FOR  NBC  IN  PARIS;  TAKES  NEW  POST  APRIL  1 

Frank  Bourgholtzer,  NBC's  White  House  corre¬ 
spondent  since  19^7,  has  been  named  the  network's 
chief  correspondent  in  Paris,  succeeding  William 
Frye,  who  is  returning  to  the  United  States. 

In  his  new  position,  Bourgholtzer  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  coverage  of  France  as  well  as 
NATO  and  SHAPE,  He  assumes  the  post  on  April  1. 

Paul  Archinard,  veteran  NBC  correspondent 
in  France,  has  been  named  to  fill  the  newly-created 
position  of  NBC  manager  in  Paris. 

Bourgholtzer  became  NBC’s  White  House  corre¬ 
spondent  a  year  after  joining  the  network  in  August, 
1946.  One  of  his  many  noted  accomplishments  was 
achieved  when  he  persuaded  President  Truman  to 
play  the  gold  piano  in  the  East  Room  during  a 
televised  tour  of  the  White  House.  A  native  of 
New  York,  Bourgholtzer  is  33*  married,  and  has  a 
four-year-old  son. 
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NBC  RADIO  NEWS 


NATIONAL  LAUGH  FOUNDATION  HONORS  ’MY  SON,  JEEP' 
AS  'BEST  AND  FUNNIEST  SITUATION  COMEDY  OF  1953' 


MY  SON,  JEEP,  starring  Donald  Cook,  will  be  awarded  first 
prize  by  the  National  Laugh  Foundation  as  "the  best  and  funniest 
situation  comedy  of  1953"  on  Sunday,  March  29  (NBC  radio,  7:00- 
7 :30  p.m. ,  EST) . 

The  blue-ribbon  award  will  be  made  during  the  broadcast  by 
George  Lewis,  president  of  the  National  Laugh  Foundation,  in  connect¬ 
ion  with  National  Laugh  Week,  which  starts  April  1.  Cook  will  accept 
the  award  in  behalf  of  the  producers,  writers,  director  and  performers 
on  the  weekly  family  comedy  series. 

Cook  portrays  Dr.  Robert  Allison  on  the  show,  a  widower  with 
two  young  children,  living  and  practicing  in  the  small  community  of 
Grove  City.  Ten-year-old  Martin  Huston  plays  Jeep,  the  doctor's  son, 
and  Joan  Lazar  is  Peggy,  his  daughter.  Veteran  actress  Leona  Powers 
is  cast  as  Mrs.  Bixby,  the  family  housekeeper,  and  Lynn  Allen  provides 
romantic  interest  as  Barbara  Miller,  the  doctor's  receptionist. 

"My  Son,  Jeep,"  which  had  its  network  debut  on  Jan.  25,  is 
written  by  Walter  Black  and  Bill  Mendrek.  Dan  Sutter  directs, 
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TOP  HORSE  RACES  IN  EAST  TO  BE  TELECAST  COAST-TO -COAST 

ON  NBC -TV'S  'CAVALCADE  OF  SPORTS' 

Gotham  Stakes  at  Jamaica  April  18  First  in  Series 

-V- _ _  Jit.  J-L 

*>  (V  -  A 


PR-17A-9-45 


FOR  RELEASE  WEDNESDAY  A.M.,  MARCH  25 

Ten  of  the  richest  horse  races  in  the  East  will  be  telecast 
coast-to-coast  on  NBC's  CAVALCADE  OF  SPORTS  this  season,  the  series 
starting  April  18  with  the  initial  running  of  the  $30,000  Gotham 
Stakes  at  Jamaica  (N.Y.)  Racetrack  (4:00-4:30  p.m.,  EST) . 

A  direct  beneficiary  of  this  series  of  outstanding  races 
will  be  the  Damon  Runyon  Memorial  Fund  for  Cancer  Research.  Boone 
Gross,  president  of  the  Gillette  Safety  Razor  Company,  sponsor  of 


"Cavalcade  of  Sports,"  has  announced  that  each  week  Gillette  will  con¬ 
tribute  a  pure -bred  Hackney  pony  to  go  to  the  highest  bidder  from  the 
viewing  public,  all  money  therefrom  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Runyon 
Fund. 

The  Gotham,  which  was  instituted  this  year  as  a  prep  for  the 
$100,000  Wood  Memorial  a  week  later,  will  bring  together  some  of  the 
foremost  candidates  for  three-year-old  classics.  Among  these  are 
Alfred  Gwynn  Vanderbilt’s  unbeaten  gray  colt.  Native  Dancer,  and  Green- 
tree  Stable's  Straight  Face,  a  Count  Fleet  Gelding  which  proved  a  sen¬ 
sation  in  Florida  this  Winter.  The  Gotham  will  be  contested  over  a 
|  mile -and-a -sixteenth  course,  and  the  Wood  over  a  mile-and-an-eighth. 


(more ) 
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2  -  Races 


Fred  Capossela,  veteran  public  address  announcer  at  New  York 
tracks,  will  call  the  races,  with  Win  Elliott  and  ex-jockey  Sammy 
Renick  describing  the  color  and  conducting  interviews  in  the  paddock 
and  winner’s  circle.  With  the  exception  of  the  $25,000  Kent  Stakes  at 
Delaware  Park  on  June  13,  all  of  the  telecasts  in  the  series  will 
emanate  from  New  York  tracks  —  Belmont,  Jamaica  and  Aqueduct. 

The  Hackney  ponies,  one  of  which  will  be  on  display  at  each 
telecast,  are  blue-ribbon  stock  from  Ward  Acres  Farm  in  New  Rochelle, 
N.Y.,  home  of  the  noted  thoroughbred  stallion,  Wait-a-Bit.  This  son 
of  Espino  figured  in  the  only  triple  dead-heat  for  first  place  in 
stakes  history  —  the  Carter  Handicap  of  1944. 

The  dates  and  conditions  of  the  races  follow: 


Date 

Event 

Age 

Distance 

Value 

JAMAICA 

Sat . , 

April  18 

THE  GOTHAM 

3-y-o 

1 

l/l6 

$30,000 

Sat . , 

April  25 

WOOD  MEMORIAL 

3-y-o 

colts 

1 

1/8 

$100,000 

and  fillies 

3/16 

Sat . , 

May  2 

GALLANT  FOX  HANDICAP 

3-y-o 

and  up 

1 

$6  0,000 

BELMONT 

Sat . , 

May  9 

THE  ACORN 

3-y-o 

fillies 

1 

mile 

$20,000 

Sat., 

May  16 

THE  WITHERS 

3-y-o 

1 

mile 

$25,000 

Sat . , 

May  23 

METROPOLITAN  HANDICAP 

« 

3-y-o 

and  up 

1 

mile 

$30,000 

Sat . , 

May  30 

SUBURBAN  HANDICAP 

3-y-o 

and  up 

1 

1/4 

$50,000 

Sat . , 

June  6 

COACHING  CLUB 

AMERICAN  OAKS 

3-y-o 

fillies 

1 

3/6 

$5Q000 

DELAWARE 

Sat . , 

June  13 

KENT  STAKES 

3-y-o 

1 

l/l6 

$2^000 

AQUEDUCT 

Sa  t . , 

June  20 

QUEENS  COUNTY  ’CAP 

3-y-o 

and  up 

1 

l/l6 

$25,000 

o 
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from  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 


ESTIMATED  34,000,000  VIEWERS  SAW  FIRST 

TELECAST  OF  ACADEMY  AWARDS  CEREMONIES 
- #  * - «* 

ypor  the  first  time  in  history,  televiewers  across  the  land 
shared  the  suspense  and  excitement  attendant  to  the  annual  awards 
ceremony  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  on  Thurs- 
day ,  March  19,  when  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  televised  the 
proceedings  coast-to-coast .  The  proceedings  originated  in  both  Holly¬ 
wood  and  New  York. 

^An  estimated  TV  audience  of  34,000,000  witnessed  the  two- 
hour  show,  which  was  sponsored  by  the  RCA  Victor  Division  of  the  Radio 


Corporation  of  America.  NBC  carried  the  telecast  on  a  6l-station  net¬ 
work  and  also  broadcast  the  event  on  its  195  affiliated  radio  stations. 
The  program  was  recorded  by  the  Armed  Forces  Radio  Service  for  trans¬ 
mission  to  American  troops  throughout  the  world. 

Television  added  considerable  impact  and  glamour  to  the 
25th  annual  awards.  Intimate  glimpses  of  stars  arriving  at  the  RKO 
Pantages  Theatre  in  Hollywood,  and  panoramic  sweeps  of  that  auditorium 
and  the  NBC  International  Theatre  in  New  York^  showed  the  drama  and  ex¬ 
citement  of  the  assembled  guests  waiting  for  and  cheering  the  verdicts. 
The  camera  caught  the  "long  mile"  walk  of  the  winners  to  the  respective 
stages  to  receive  the  coveted  "Oscars . "  There  were  glimpses  of  the 
Hollywood  press  room  where  news  photographers  and  reporters  were  gettin- 
post-award  snaps  and  stories. 

Hollywood  director  of  the  telecast  was  William  Bennington. 
Richard  Clemmer  produced  the  New  York  part  of  the  telecast;  Warren 
Jacober  directed. 


(more ) 
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2  -  Academy  Awards 


The  masters  of  ceremonies  at  the  RKO  Pantages  Theatre  in 
Hollywood  and  at  the  NBC  International  Theatre  in  New  York  were,  re¬ 
spectively,  Bob  Hope  and  Conrad  Nagel.  Each  of  the "Oscars” was  pre¬ 
sented  by  a  past  winner,  and  a  galaxy  of  major  winners  of  past  years 
participated. 

The  major  awards  went  to  "The  Greatest  Show  on  Earth," 
produced  by  Cecil  B.  DeMille  for  Paramount,  as  the  best  picture  of 
1952;  Shirley  Booth  as  the  best  actress  for  her  first  starring  screen 
performance  in  "Come  Back,  Little  Sheba";  and  to  Gary  Cooper,  as  best 
actor,  in  the  Stanley  Kramer  western,  "High  Noon." 

It  was  the  second  award  won  by  Cooper,  who  earned  an  Oscar  in 
1941  for  his  performance  in  "Sergeant  York."  John  Wayne  accepted  it 
for  him. 

All  but  two  of  the  awards  were  presented  in  Hollywood.  In 
New  York,  Boris  Vermont  accepted  an  award  as  producer  of  the  year's 
outstanding  one -reel  short  subject,  "Light  in  the  Window."  Twenty 
minutes  later.  Miss  Booth,  who  had  hurried  to  the  International  from 
the  Empire  Theatre,  where  she  is  starring  in  "The  Time  tf  the  Cuckoo," 
was  named  best  actress.  Miss  Booth  received  her  award  from  Fredric 
March,  twice  an  "Oscar"  winner,  and  thanked  "old  friends  for  faith, 
new  friends  for  hope  and  everyone  for  their  charity." 

John  Ford,  who  was  in  England,  won  his  sixth  directing 
award,  this  time  for  Argosy-Republic’s  "The  Ouiet  Man."  The  best 
supporting  performance  awards  went  to  Gloria  Grahame  for  "The  Bad  and 
the  Beautiful,"  and  to  Anthony  Quinn  for  "Viva  Zapata!"  The  award  for 
best  foreign  language  film  went  to  "Forbidden  Games,"  a  French  picture 
released  in  this  country  by  Times  Film  Corporation. 

- --o - 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


BRIG.  GEN.  SARNOFF’S  ADDRESS  TO  I.R.E. 

ON  NBC  RADIO  NETWORK  MARCH  25 

An  address  by  Brigadier  General  David 
Sarnoff,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Radio  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  America,  will  be  broadcast  by  NBC  radio 
Wednesday,  March  25*11:30  p.ro.,  to  12:00  mid.,  EST . 
On  this  occasion,  the  annual  dinner  meeting  of  the 
Institute  of  Radio  Engineers  in  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  Hotel,  New  York  City,  General  Sarnoff  will 
receive  the  first  I.R.E;  Founders’  Award  and  will 

be  the  principal  speaker. 

The  program  will  be  tape-recorded  earlier 
in  the  evening  for  presentation  at  this  time . 

- o - 
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March  23,  1953 

-X- _ _ _ _ _ 

NBC  ANNOUNCES  TIME  SCHEDULES  FOR  RADIO  AND  TV  COVERAGE 
OF  CORONATION  OF  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  II 

■  ■■  -  -  -  _____  p 

The  National  Broadcasting  Company  today  announced  the  time 
schedules  for  its  coverage  of  the  Coronation  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  of 
Great  Britain  on  Coronation  Day,  Tuesday,  June  2. 

General  Motors  will  sponsor  NBC  coverage  of  Coronation  Day 
on  both  radio  and  television. 

NBC  television  will  carry  the  sound  and  picture  story  of  the 
actual  crowning  of  Britain’s  Queen  from  6:00-7:00  p.m.,  EDT.  NBC-TV 
will  present  a  second,  fuller  report  of  the  Coronation  from  10:30  p.m. 
until  midnight,  EDT.  NBC-TV  coverage  will  reach  the  United  States  by 
a  variety  of  methods. 

NBC  radio  will  broadcast  the  Coronation  ceremonies  live 
from  6:30  a.m.  until  7:30  a.m.,  EDT.  The  radio  network  also  will 
broadcast  a  second  direct  report  from  London  at  12:15-12:45  p.m.,  EDT, 
recapitulating  earlier  events  of  the  day  and  giving  a  word  picture  of 
the  Queen's  appearance  on  the  balcony  of  Buckingham  Palace. 

NBC  will  have  four  of  its  best  known  commentators  in  London 
for  the  impressive  ceremonies  on  June  2.  Morgan  Beatty  will  be  NBC  s 
observer  in  Westminster  Abbey.  Henry  Cassidy,  George  Hicics  and 
Merrill  Mueller  will  describe  the  procession  to  and  from  the  Abbey  and 
the  reaction  of  the  throngs  jamming  the  London  streets. 


ERICA’S  NO. 
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2  -  Coronation 


Cassidy  was  a  former  NBC  bureau  chief  in  Paris.  Mueller  was 
NBC  bureau  chief  in  London  from  19^6  to  1950.  Hicks,  a  veteran  special 
events  reporter,  flew  to  London  last  year  to  broadcast  the  story  of 
King  George  Vi's  death  and  Queen  Elizabeth's  accession  to  the  throne. 

Davidson  Taylor,  network  director  of  public  affairs,  will  be 
in  London  to  supervise  NBC's  Coronation  coverage.  William  R.  McAndrew, 
manager  of  news  and  special  events,  will  serve  as  producer  of  NBC's 
Coronation  coverage  at  the  American  end.  Romney  Wheeler,  London 
bureau  manager,  will  be  NBC-TV  producer  of  the  Coronation  program. 
Joseph  0.  Meyers,  manager  of  the  network's  central  news  desk,  will  be 
radio  producer. 

Charles  H.  Colledge  will  supervise  operational  aspects  of 
NBC's  Coronation  coverage.  Jack  Burrell  will  be  chief  NBC  engineer 
in  London.  Louis  Hazam  will  be  assistant  producer  of  NBC  Coronation 
programs  in  London.  Robert  Graff  will  be  assistant  producer  in  New 
York. 


o 
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REALIGNMENT  OF  NBC  CONTROLLER'S  DEPT.  IS  ANNOUNCED 


Because  of  the  necessity  for  increased  attention  to  taxation 
matters,  and  in  order  to  provide  the  most  efficient  financial  services 
to  the  organization,  a  realignment  of  the  Controller’s  Department  of 
the  National  Broadcasting  Company  has  been  effected,  Joseph  V. 
Heffernan,  financial  vice  president,  announced  today. 

The  offices  of  the  controller  of  the  company  and  the  con¬ 
troller  for  the  Networks  Division  have  been  consolidated,  with  the 
following  changes  effective  immediately: 

'Harry  F.  McKeon,  former  controller  for  the  company,  has  been 
appointed  director  of  the  Tax  Department,  reporting  to  the  treasurer, 
Joseph  A.  McDonald. 

'Charles  J,  Cresswell,  former  controller  for  the  Networks 
Division,  has  been  appointed  controller  of  the  company,  reporting 
directly  to  Heffernan. 

William  V.  Sargent,  former  assistant  controller  for  the  Net- 

A 

works  Division,  has  been  appointed  director  of  Financial  Planning  and 
Control,  reporting  to  Cresswell.  Reporting  to  Sargent  will  be  John 
J.  Heywood,  financial  planning  manager,  and  Edward  Stegeman,  programm¬ 
ing  and  production  financial  manager. 

(more ) 
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2  -  Controller's  Dept. 


Hamilton  Young,  former  budget  director,  has  been  appointed 
director  of  Auditing  and  Systems,  reporting  to  Cresswell. 

Francis  X.  O’Shea,  former  chief  accountant,  Networks,  has 
been  appointed  chief  accountant  of  the  company,  reporting  to  Cresswell. 
Frank  Dellet,  who  continues  as  West  Coast  controller,  also  will  report 
to  Cresswell. 

Joseph  J.  Akulonis,  former  assistant  budget  director,  has 
been  appointed  assistant  director  of  the  Tax  Department,  reporting  to 
McKeon.  Joseph  A.  Kent,  tax  accountant,  also  will  report  to  McKeon. 

Charles  J.  Cresswell  for  the  past  12  years  has  specialized 
in  bringing  better  financial  planning  and  more  efficient  accounting 
service  to  a  variety  of  business  organizations.  He  joined  NBC  in 
April,  1950,  as  controller  for  the  television  network.  In  July,  1952, 
during  the  reintegration  of  the  radio  and  television  networks  of  NBC, 
Cresswell  was  named  controller  for  the  Networks  Division. 

Prior  to  coming  to  NBC,  he  had  been  assistant  controller  for 
the  Bigelow -Sanford  Carpet  Co,  for  three  years.  From  1944  to  1947  be 
served  as  assistant  to  the  controller  of  the  RCA  Victor  Division  of 
the  Radio  Corporation  of  America.  Before  joining  RCA  he  had  been, 
auditor  for  Arthur  Young  &  Co.,  beginning  in  1938.  For  two  years 
during  this  latter  period,  he  also  served,  on  loan,  as  assistant  to 
the  financial  vice  president  of  the  Koppers  Co.  Prior  to  1938*  Cress¬ 
well  had  wide  business  experience  in  sales,  advertising,  manufacturing 

and  production  in  several  fields. 

Cresswell  was  educated  both  in  the  U.S,  and  abroad.  He  and 
his  wife  and  two  sons  reside  in  Westport,  Conn. 


(more ) 
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Harry  F.  McKeon  has  been  a  member  of  the  NBC  staff  since  the 
formation  of  the  company  in  1926.  Prior  to  that  he  had  been  with 
Station  WEAF,  forerunner  of  today’s  WNBC,  for  several  years,  advancing 

i 

to  the  position  of  office  manager, 

When  the  network  was  formed,  McKeon  was  its  auditor.  He 
inaugurated  the  new  company’s  first  accounting  system,  and  has  served 
NBC  in  financial  capacities  ever  since.  In  March,  1942,  he  was 
appointed  Controller  of  the  Company. 

Born  in  New  York  City,  McKeon  received  his  schooling  there.  . 
He  and  his  wife  and  two  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  live  in  Great 
Neck,  L.I. 

William  V.  Sargent  came  to  NBC  in  1950  as  assistant  con¬ 
troller  for  the  television  network.  Following  the  integration  of  the 
radio  and  television  networks  in  1952,  he  assumed  the  same  duties  for 
the  Networks  Division. 

From  1945  to  1950,  Sargent  was  with  the  Radio  Corporation  of 
America.  His  first  two  years  were  spent  with  the  RCA  Victor  Division 
in  Camden,  N.J.,  where  he  served  as  staff  assistant  to  the  controller. 
From  1946  to  1948  he  was  plant  controller  at  the  RCA  Victor  install¬ 
ation  in  Pulaski,  Va.  In  1948,  he  returned  to  Camden,  where  he  was 
manager  of  systems,  procedures  and  auditing  in  the  Home  Instrument 
Department . 

During  World  War  II,  Sargent  served  in  the  U.S.  Army,  rising 
from  the  rank  of  private  in  1942  to  captain  in  the  Ordnance  Department 
by  the  time  of  his  discharge  in  1945.  He  received  his  A.B.  degree 
from  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute  in  1939  and  also  attended  Pace 
Institute  evenings  to  become  a  certified  public  accountant. 

(more ) 
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4  -  Controllers  Dept. 


A  native  of  New  York  City,  Sargent  now  lives  in  Glen  Rock, 
N.J.,  with  his  wife  and  son. 

Hamilton  Young  joined  the  network  in  1951  as  operations 
analyst.  In  March,  1952,  he  was  appointed  budget  director  of  the 
company . 

Prior  to  coming  to  NBC,  Young  had  been  with  Price,  Waterhouse 
&  Co.,  public  accounting  firm,  for  16  years.  He  is  a  certified  public 
accountant  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  and  Harvard  Business 
School.  Young  and  his  wife  and  three  children,  two  girls  and  a  boy, 
live  in  New  Canaan,  Conn. 


NBC -New  York,  3/24/53 
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ACTRESS- SINGER- COMEDIENNE  CELESTE  HOLM  SIGNED  BY  NBC-TV 
FOR  SERIES  THAT  WILL  STRESS  HER  VERSATILITY 


A 


-55- 


•55- 


-55- 


Celeste  Holm,  the  actress-singer  who  won  fame  in  "Oklahoma" 
and  an  Academy  "Oscar"  for  her  role  in  the  film,  "Gentleman’s  Agree¬ 
ment,"  will  turn  her  versatile  talents  to  television  under  terms  of  a 
contract  with  the  National  Broadcasting  Company,  it  was  announced  to¬ 
day  by  Charles  C,  Barry,  vice  president  in  charge  of  Networks  Programs 
for  NBC. 

Barry  said  that  Miss  Holm  would  star  in  a  series  which  would 
bring  to  television  "a  fresh  and  sparkling  personality  as  well  as  her 
full  range  of  abilities  as  dramatic  actress,  singer  and  comedienne." 

Miss  Holm  is  one  of  the  few  actresses  ever  nominated  three 
straight  years  for  an  award  by  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences.  After  winning  an  "Oscar"  for  her  first  dramatic  picture, 
"Gentleman’s  Agreement"  in  1948,  she  was  nominated  again  in  1949  for 
"Come  To  The  Stable"  and  in  1950  for  "All  About  Eve." 

Miss  Holm  has  appeared  on  top  TV  dramatic  programs,  and  was 
one  of  the  featured  performers  in  NBC’s  historic  telecast  of  the  1952 
Academy  Awards  presentation. 
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‘SIGHTSEEING  WITH  THE  SWAYZES,'  NEW  NBC -TV  TRAVEL  SERIES, 

FEATURES  ENTIRE  FAMILY  VISITING  FAMOUS  SPOTS  IN  U.S.A. 


PREMIERE 


NBC  Commentator  John  Cameron  Swayze  will  appear  with  the 
members  of  his  family  in  a  new  television  travel  series  starting  on 
NBC -TV  Sunday,  April  5(5: 30-5: ^5  p.m.,  EST) . 

Entitled  SIGHTSEEING  WITH  THE  SWAYZES,  the  filmed  series  will 
include  visits  to  the  Grand  Canyon,  the  Great  Smokies  and  the  Shenan¬ 
doah  Valley,  as  well  as  to  such  colorful  American  cities  as  New 
■to  Orleans,  Washington,  New  York,  Miami,  Boston,  Los  Angeles,  Chicago  and 
San  Francisco. 

Swayze  and  his  wife,  "Tuffie,"  will  narrate  the  programs, 
although  the  series  also  will  include  sound  made  on  location  at  se¬ 
lected  spots.  The  Swayzes  were  accompanied  on  their  transcontinental 
auto  jaunt  by  their  two  children,  Suzanne,  16,  a  junior  at  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  High  School,  and  John,  Jr.,  19,  a  sophomore  at  Harvard. 

l 

The  series  emphasizes  travel  by  automobile  and,  as  Swayze 
explains:  "It  merely  shows  a  typical  American  family  on  a  Summer  vaca¬ 
tion,  visiting  points  of  interest  in  America.  We  hope  it  will  prove 

i 

both  entertaining  and  informative  to  those  planning  vacations  in  the 


coming  months." 

"Sightseeing  with  the  Swayzes"  is  sponsored  by  the  Fram  Cor- 
P  poration  and  is  produced  by  Robert  Lawrence  Productions. 

- o - 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


CREDITS  FOR  "EYE  WITNESS"  ON  NBC -TV 


PROGRAM: 

TIME: 

FORMAT: 


CAST: 

SUPERVISING  PRODUCER: 
PRODUCED  BY: 

DIRECTOR: 

WRITER: 

SPONSOR: 

AGENCY: 

ORIGINATION: 


"Eye  Witness" 

Saturdays,  9:00  p  m.,  EST, 
starting  March  30,  1953. 

A  half-hour  mystery  series 
stressing  the  unusual  or 
"off-beat"  in  its  ap¬ 
proach.  People  and  char¬ 
acter  development  are 
illuminated,  in  story 
lines  that  may  vary  from 
eerie  naturalism  through 
science-fiction  to  pure 
fantasy . 

Well  known  TV,  stage, 

screen  and  radio  actors, 
changing  weekly. 

Joseph  W.  Bailey 

Neptune  Productions 

Perry  Lafferty 

Various 

Pearson  Pharmacal  Company 
for  Ennds,  on  an  alter¬ 
nate  week  basis. 

Harry  B.  Cohen  Adv.  Co., 
Inc.,  1  East  57th  St., 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Produced  "live"  in  the  NBC 
studios,  Radio  City,  New 
York. 


o 


i 


k 


NBC -New  York,  3/24/53 


vT-oeii  wo  sva"  >r  •  : •vl-. 


sv;^"  '  Ji.  'HOOF  I 

»T'' H  «..m  q  0  >:£  • 

•  <Oc  iIotjM  :;n  J.ci n 

8oli9s  v,fxo;tsv:ni  'ruori- 1 I or*  A  AM/;or-{ 

'to  ■  sueuruj  sri ,  ^aisesiie 
-Qf5  e^Jt  ni  .?oaf~  :lo‘: 

>.oo  £>ns  tv  la  ■  :/•  ,  ft:  BO  iCj 

•  *1  p  rn^iaqoX  ov  on  . •;  « 

Y**ctf*  i  t  ,bst  .mtmuJ  ■  i 
nroil  \rjBrn  cT  er!^  g  on  ill 

igr  r *i rid-  maileiu  in  ocmo 
9’iuq  otf  noiaoil-sonsJioe 

. :nel 


. 

tf  -todn'-.  0.'i:.3T  i. : t  a-  :'i ;  •:■  'f  '. ; , 

'■>:  W  &nly:J Ufc/O 

.  .;  C  x  ■  ,  "•■  i  . .. •;, 
snoitfoufcoTl  oniidqsM 

\nr i  q 
GO V 

T  ‘  r  ^  •  j; 

ns  no  a  .  finoi  -xoT 
..  •  - c?  on 

0 

f  n-3V-  /?'.  •  ,  .Ofii 

»  ■'  ■/  WOK 

'  ':’V.  Off  j  ft i  "  9V 1 1 M  ..  •  ©  •  > tfi  C*x L 
V/9M  1^10  c  .!  -Ji. 

.  jfacY 


:T2A0 

' 

:V-1  a  SWjOr.-i 
: HOT OSH IQ 
:  E.L  TIHW 

:HOaWOHH 

: Y0W20A 

rPlOITAWIOIHO 


tJilo Y  WsM-OffM 


news 

[CA  BUILDING  '  RADIO  CIIT'  NEW  YORK 

PR-17A-9-45 

March  25,  1953 

NBC  SPRING  SYMPHONY  TO  START  SEASON  APRIL  4, 

WITH  MILTON  KATIMS  CONDUCTING 

Concert  Will  Feature  Premiere  of  ‘Minnesota  Saga* 

A  series  of  broadcasts  by  the  NBC  Spring  Symphony  will  start 
Saturday,  April  4  (NBC  radio,  6:30-7:30  p.m.,  EST),  under  direction  of 
Milton  Katims .  Katims  also  will  direct  on  April  11.  Further  plans 
will  be  announced  at  a  later  date. 

i 

The  annual  Spring  season  of  concerts  will  feature  a  smaller 
|  NBC  Symphony  Orchestra  in  broadca&ts  from  the  Belasco  Theatre  in  New 
York.  The  regular  NBC  Symphony  Orchestra  finishes  its  season  on 
March  28  under  Toscanini ‘s  direction. 

Katims  frequently  has  been  a  director  of  the  NBC  Symphony  in 
its  Spring  and  Summer  series.  Since  leaving  his  post  as  an  NBC  staff 
conductor,  he  has  been  appearing  as  guest  conductor  on  three  continents 
with  great  success.  His  concerts  in  Israel,  in  Europe  and  in  this 
country  in  Buffalo,  Detroit  and  Seattle  have  won  him  high  praise  from 
critics  and  the  public. 

For  his  opening  program  on  April  4,  the  American  conductor  has 
chosen  a  program  of  three  works,  including  Ravel’s  "Le  Tombeau  de 
Couperin,"  Schumann’s  "Symphony  No.  1  in  B-Flat"  and  the  American  pre¬ 
miere  performance  of  "Minnesota  Saga"  by  the  American  composer  Joseph 
|)  Wagner.  The  composer  describes  the  work  as  a  "Landscape  for  Orchestra." 
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LOS  ANGELES  NEGRO  PRESS  CITES  NBC  WESTERN  DIVISION 
FOR  ’CONTRIBUTION  IN  THE  FIELD  OF  RACE  RELATIONS’ 

« - %  K - * 

The  Los  Angeles  Negro  press  cited  NBC’s  Western  Division  for 
its  "contribution  in  the  field  of  race  relations"  in  a  ceremony 
climaxing  the  observance  of  National  Negro  Newspaper  Week. 

Presentation  was  made  during  a  workshop  conference  held  for 
working  press  members  at  the  Golden  State  Insurance  Auditorium,  Los 
Angeles,  under  direction  of  Libby  Clark,  columnist  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Courier,  who  was  general  chairman  of  the  committee  sponsoring  the 
Los  Angeles  observance. 

For  its  employment  program  of  "integration  without  identi¬ 
fication"  and  utilization  of  Negro  artists  based  on  the  same  principle 
the  NBC  Western  Division  was  cited.  Lewis  S.  Frost,  director  of 
public  relations  for  the  division,  accepted  the  award. 

Wayne  Lockwood,  Los  Angeles  Mirror;  Carl  T.  Rowan,  Minneapoli 
Tribune;  Morris  Hampton,  Church  and  Community;  and  Lillian  Cumber, 
Herald  Attractions,  were  honored  with  Me tro-Goldwyn -Mayer  and  Tide 
magazine,  which  received  similar  awards. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


CORRECTION, PLEASE ! 


The  credit  sheet  released  March  24  for  EYE  WITNESS  listed 
an  erroneous  day  for  the  show’s  air  time.  Following  is  a  corrected 
version  for  your  files: 


CREDITS  FOR  ’EYE  WITNESS’  ON  NBC -TV 


PROGRAM : 

TIME: 

FORMAT: 


CAST: 


SUPERVISING 

PRODUCER: 

PRODUCED  BY: 

DIRECTOR: 

WRITERS: 

SPONSOR: 


AGENCY: 

ORIGINATION: 


EYE  WITNESS 

Mondays,  9? 00  p.m.,  EST. 

A  half-hour  mystery  series  highlight¬ 
ing  the  unusual  or  "off-beat"  in 
its  approach.  People  and  character 
development  are  illuminated  in 
story  lines  that  may  vary  from 
eerie  naturalism  through  science- 
fiction  to  pure  fantasy. 

Well  known  TV,  stage,  screen  and 
radio  actors,  the  casts  changing 
weekly. 

Joseph  W.  Bailey 

Neptune  Productions 

Perry  Lafferty 

Various 

Pearson  Pharmacal  Company  for  Ennds, 
on  alternate  week  basis,  starting 
Monday,  March  30,  1953. 

Harry  B.  Cohen  Adv.  Co.,  Inc.,  1 
East  57th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Produced  "live"  in  the  NBC  Studios, 
Radio  City,  New  York. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


SPEEDY  ASSEMBLING  OP  QUEEN  MARY  FILMED  OBITUARY  AND  SWIFT 
SERVICING  OF  STORY  VIA  TV  AND  RADIO  ACHIEVED  BY  NBC  STAFF 

Quick  utilization  of  NBC’s  library  of  film  biographies  was 
made  soon  after  the  announcement  of  Queen  Mary’s  death  on  March  24,  an< 
in  one  case  the  bulletin  necessitated  the  rebuilding  of  an  entire  tele¬ 
vision  news  program  in  lees  than  half  an  hour. 

The  first  bulletin  of  the  death  of  the  Dowager  Queen  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  NBC  news  room  at  6:l6  p.m.,  EST.  Radio  and  television 
programs  were  immediately  interrupted  for  this  announcement. 

Between  6:l6  and  6:45,  an  entirely  new  show  was  put  together 
for  the  ESSO  REPORTER  television  program  seen  over  New  York’s  WNBT. 
Earlier,  news  had  been  received  that  Queen  Mary’s  life  was  ebbing.  The 
footage  of  her  film  library  was  hurriedly  screened.  At  5:30>  on  a 
hunch  that  Queen  Mary’s  death  might  be  announced  prior  to  6:45>  the 
"Esso  Reporter"  staff  began  to  edit  the  footage  for  use  on  the  program. 
When  the  flash  came  at  6:l6,  a  new  script  was  written  for  commentator 
John  Wingate  in  approximately  15  minutes.  Less  than  half  an  hour  aftei 
the  announcement  of  her  death  local  televiewers  were  able  to  see  filmed 
highlights  from  the  life  of  the  85 -year -old  Queen. 

An  hour  later,  at  7:45  p.m.,  EST,  excerpts  from  Queen  Mary's 
film  biography  were  shown  over  the  network  on  John  Cameron  Swayze’s 
CAMEL  NEWS  CARAVAN. 

NBC  followed  up  this  coverage  of  what  amounted  to  the  end  of 
an  era  with  another  first.  The  following  morning,  March  25,  the  first 
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2  -  Queen  Mary 


films  of  the  crowds  gathered  outside  Marlborough  House  and  members  of 
the  royal  family  arriving  to  visit  the  bedside  of  the  dying  Queen 
were  shown  on  TODAY,  NBC -TV's  news  and  special  feature  program. 

These  films  arrived  at  Idlewild  Airport  at  6:45  a.m.,  EST. 
After  clearing  customs,  they  were  rushed  by  motorcycle  to  NBC's 
photo  lab  for  processing.  Two  and  a  half  hours  after  arriving  in 
New  York,  the  film  was  shown  on  "Today.'’ 
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March  26,  1953 


'THE  PHRASE  THAT  PAYS,'  NEW  MONDAY- THROUGH  FRIDAY 
QUIZ  SHOW  ON  NBC  RADIO,  TO  OFFER 
UNUSUAL  'BONUS'  PRIZES 


PREMIERE 

A  novel  quiz  program,  THE  PHRASE  THAT  PAYS,  will  become  a 
feature  on  the  NBC  radio  network  beginning  Monday,  March  30*  The 
series  will  be  heard  Mondays  through  Fridays  from  11:30  to  11:45  a.m., 
EST,  under  sponsorship  of  the  Colgate-Palmolive-Peet  Company, 

Red  Benson,  versatile  young  radio  personality,  will  be  emcee 
of  the  new  series,  which  will  offer  some  unusual  "bonus”  prizes.  A 
percentage  ownership  of  a  professional  wrestler,  an  interest  in  a 
Broadway  play  and  real  estate  are  among  the  unusual  prizes  which 
contestants  will  have  a  chance  to  win. 

"The  Phrase  That  Pays”  will  match  a  studio  contestant  against 
a  listener  at  home  who  will  be  in  touch  with  emcee  Benson  by  telephone. 
The  subject  for  each  quiz  originates  with" the  listeners  at  home,  who 
are  asked  to  submit  a  famous  phrase  of  any  type  (such  as  quotation, 
anagram  or  title)  and  write  at  least  25  words  of  factual  information 
about  the  famous  phrase. 

(more ) 
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'The  Phrase  That  Pays* 


The  listener  whose  phrase  is  chosen  by  the  program  partici¬ 
pates  in  the  quiz.  As  a  preliminary,  emcee  Benson  asks  the  studio 
contestant  to  answer  three  questions  or  "clues”  concerning  some  aspect 
of  the  phrase.  Correct  answers  to  the  first  two  clues  result  in 
nominal  merchandise  prizes  for  the  contestant.  The  correct  answer  to 
the  third  clue  gives  the  contestant  a  chance  at  the  big  bonus  question. 
However,  if  the  studio  contestant  misses  the  third  clue,  the  listener 
at  home  is  given  a  chance  at  the  bonus  question. 

Red  Benson  is  also  emcee  of  another  NBC  radio  program,  "Name 
that  Tune,"  heard  Fridays  at  8:30  p.m,,  EST  (on  WNBC  only,  Saturdays 
at  8:30  p.m.).  Benson,  who  has  been  rated  an  excellent  comedian,  a 
good  singer  and  a  talented  emcee,  has  crammed  a  lot  of  radio  experience 
into  his  35  years.  At  19,  he  was  the  youngest  radio  announcer  in 
Philadelphia  with  a  sponsored  show.  He  also  has  written,  directed  and 
produced  radio  programs. 

"The  Phrase  That  Pays"  is  produced,  directed  and  written  by 
Walter  and  Peg  McGraw.  Arlo  will  provide  the  organ  music,  The  adver¬ 
tising  agency  for  Colgate-Palmolive-Peet  is  Sherman  &  Marquette.  The 
quiz  series  replaces  the  "Bob  and  Ray"  program. 
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DINAH  SHORE  TO  RECEIVE  CRIPPLED  CHILDREN'S  SOCIETY 
’GALLANTRY’  AWARD  ON  HER  APRIL  2  NBC  TELECAST 

Dinah  Shore  will  receive  an  Award  for  Gallant¬ 
ry  from  the  Crippled  Children’s  Society  during  her 
NBC-TV  program  of  Thursday,  April  2  (7?30  p.m.,'  EST). 

The  award  commends  Dinah,  once  a  polio  victim 
herself,  for  the  many  hours  of  work  and  inspiration 
she  has  unselfishly  given  to  the  unfortunate 
youngsters.  The  citation  will  be  presented  by  Paul 
Dietrich,  president  of  the  Los  Angeles  Chapter  of 
the  Crippled  Children’s  Society,  in  conjunction 
with  the  society’s  annual  Easter  Seal  Drive. 

The  musical  fare  for  the  Thursday  program  will 
feature  an  Easter  theme  with  the  famous  Mitchell 
Boys  Choir  as  special  guests.  Among  the  song 
selections  are  "Blue  Skies,"  "Sweet  Thing,"  "Ugly 
Duckling"  and  "Somewhere  Over  the  Rainbow." 

THE  DINAH  SHORE  SHOW  is  televised  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays  from  7? 30  to  7:^5  p.m.,  EST. 
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NBC  PRODUCER  DEE  ENGELBACH  AND  CONDUCTOR  MEREDITH  WILLSON 
RECEIVE  SALVATION  ARMY  CITATIONS  FOR  ’THE  CITY’  TELECAST 

Presentation  Made  by  NBC  Star  Jane  Pickens 


Two  NBC  personalities  were  cited  for  their  "outstanding 
contributions  in  the  realm  of  the  fine  arts  to  The  Salvation  Army"  in 
a  ceremony  today  (March  26)  at  the  Gotham  Hotel  in  New  York. 

Presented  the  Salvation  Army's  Certificate  of  Merit  were  NBC 
producer  Dee  Engelbach  for  his  outstanding  production  of  "The  City," 
an  NBC -TV  documentary  on  the  Salvation  Army,  and  Meredith  Willson, 
composer  and  conductor  who  was  music  director  for  "The  City." 

The  presentations  were  made  by  Jane  Pickens,  NBC  singing  star 
who  is  assistant  to  the  general  chairman  of  the  current  Salvation  Army 
Appeal  in  Greater  New  York.  Miss  Pickens  had  the  leading  dramatic  role 
in  "The  City,"  which  has  been  hailed  by  Salvation  Army  officials  as 
"the  finest  program  ever  devoted  to  the  Army." 

The  certificates  are  the  first  ever  awarded  by  The  Salvation 
Army  for  service  to  the  organization  in  the  realm  of  fine  arts.  They 
were  signed  by  Commissioner  Donald  McMillan,  the  Army’s  Eastern 
Territorial  commander. 

Presentation  of  the  certificates  was  a  feature  of  the  Army’s 
report  luncheon  meeting.  About  150  key  chairman  and  workers  were 
gathered  to  report  on  the  progress  of  the  fund  appeal . 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


NEWSMAN  JIM  FLEMING  ASSIGNED  TO  PREPARE  SPECIAL  PROJECTS  FOR  NBC 
RADIO  AND  TV  NEWS  AND  SPECIAL  EVENTS;  WILL  APPEAR  ON  THEM,  TOO 

After  14  months  as  news  editor  of  TODAY,  NBC -TV’s  early 
morning  news  and  special  features  program,  James  Fleming  has  been 
assigned  to  another  pioneering  special  events  job  at  NBC, 

William  R.  McAndrew,  manager  of  news  and  special  events, 
announced  today  that  Fleming  has  been  assigned  to  prepare  and  appear 
on  special  projects  for  both  television  and  radio. 

"These  soon-to -be -announced  programs,"  said  McAndrew,  "are 
part  of  a  continuing  pattern  of  new  developments  in  news  and  special 
events.  I  am  happy  that  Jim  Fleming,  having  completed  his  "Today" 
assignment,  is  able  to  take  on  these  challenging  new  ventures  at 
NBC." 

Before  beginning  his  new  assignment,  Fleming  will  complete 
his  second  album  for  RCA  Victor.  This  follows  the  highly  successful 
"Mr.  President  --  From  FDR  to  Eisenhower,"  a  painstakingly-edited 
recording  of  historic  speeches  and  events  over  the  past  two  decades. 

Fleming  was  born  in  Baroboo,  Wisconsin,  in  1915  and  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Chicago  in  1938.  While  still  an  unde 
graduate,  he  became  interested  in  radio  and  joined  the  staff  of  WGN  in 
Chicago,  broadcasting  news  and  sports.  In  the  Fall  of  ’38,  he  joined 
CBS  and  spent  the  following  highly  critical  year  in  Europe.  In  ’42 
he  was  assigned  to  the  Middle  East  as  a  war  correspondent  and  later 
covered  the  Teheran  Conference. 

In  1944  he  was  assigned  to  Moscow  but  some  months  later  was 
expelled  from  Russia  for  arguing  with  a  censor.  Fleming  then  joined 
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2  -  Fleming 


the  U.S.  Army  and  served  in  the  Pacific.  In  *46  he  returned  to  radio 
production.  Two  years  later  he  joined  ECA  to  supervise  radio  and  film 
activities.  In  1949  he  joined  NBC’s  news  and  special  events  depart¬ 
ment.  His  NBC  radio  program,  "Voices  and  Events,"  preceded  his  "To¬ 
day"  assignment. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


MARGE  KERR,  *  AMERICAN  INVENTORY1  CONSULTANT,  STARTS 

TOUR  OF  WEST  TO  ASSESS  SERIES ’  2 -YEAR  RESULTS 

Marge  Kerr,  public  information  consultant  to 
"American  Inventory,"  produced  weekly  on  NBC-TV  by  Teleprograms, 
Inc.  (the  NBC  -  Alfred  P.  Sloan  Foundation  experimental  adult 
education-by-television  project),  will  begin  her  nationwide  per¬ 
sonal  assessment  of  the  program’s  two  years  of  experimenting 
Monday,  March  30,  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Miss  Kerr’s  schedule  for  a  swing  around  the  West  will 
be:  Memphis,  April  1  and  2;  New  Orleans,  April  3j  Houston,  April 
7  and  8;  San  Antonio,  April  9  and  10;  Fort  Worth,  April  13  and  14 
Albuquerque,  N.M.,  April  15  and  16.  She  will  wind  up  the  first 
lap  of  her  coast-to-coast  survey  April  28  in  Los  Angeles,  where 
she  will  attend  the  National  Association  of  Radio  and  Television 
Broadcasters’  convention.  Miss  Kerr  also  will  develop  specific 
telecasts  designed  to  translate  the  local  and  regional  American 
scene  into  programs  of  national  interest. 

- o - 
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March  27,  1953 

EDDIE  FISHER,  FAMED  YOUNG  SINGER,  TO  STAR  IN  NEW 
MUSICAL  SHOW  ON  NBC -TV  AND  RADIO 
WITH  DON  AMECHE  AS  HOST 

The  Coca  Cola  Company  to  Sponsor  Series 


FOR  RELEASE  MONDAY  A  ,M , ,  MARCH  30 

Eddie  Fisher,  one  of  the  most  outstanding  young  singing 
stars  in  the  nation,  will  begin  a  regular  series  of  15-minute  musical 
^  programs  over  the  television  and  radio  networks  of  the  National  Broad¬ 
casting  Company.  The  Coca  Cola  Company  will  sponsor  the  programs. 

Fisher,  who  in  April  will  complete  two  years  service  with 
the  U.S.  Army,  will  launch  his  new  civilian  career  on  NBC  television 
Wednesday,  April  29.  His  TV  series  will  be  seen  Wednesdays  and  Fri¬ 
days  at  7*30  p.m.>  EDT. 

On  Tuesday,  May  5,  the  recording  star  will  begin  his  NBC 
radio  programs,  which  will  be  broadcast  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  at 
8:00  p .m. ,  EDT . 

Don  Ameche,  noted  movie  star  and  TV  personality,  will  serve 
as  host  of  Fisher’s  radio  and  TV  programs.  The  series  will  have  a 
musical  format  featuring  the  distinctive  singing  of  the  lyric  baritone 
^  and  the  guest  appearances  of  top  performers. 

(more ) 
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2  -  Eddie  Fisher 


The  sponsorship  of  Eddie  Fisher  four  times  a  week  marks  the 
return  of  The  Coca  Cola  Company  as  one  of  the  major  network  ad¬ 
vertisers  in  the  broadcasting  media.  It  is  also  the  company’s  first 
purchase  of  a  regular  TV  series.  D’Arcy  Advertising  Company  of  New 
York  is  the  agency. 

The  popular  24-year-old  singer,  who  ranks  second  in  the  disc 
jockey  poll  of  top  male  singers,  has  achieved  remarkable  success. 

His  RCA  Victor  recordings  rank  among  the  best-sellers,  beginning  with 
his  "Thinking  of  You"  in  1950.  Other  hit  records  include  "Anytime" 
in  1951,  which  was  his  biggest  hit;  and  "Turn  Back  the  Hands  of  Time,” 
"Wish  You  Were  Here,"  "How  Do  You  Speak  to  an  Angel?"  and  "Downhearted" 

In  the  two  years  that  Eddie  Fisher  has  served  with  the  Army, 
he  has  played  probably  as  many  shows  and  to  as  varied  audiences  as  any 
solder-performer  in  the  Army’s  history.  He  has  visited  the  front 
lines  in  Korea,  and  bases  in  Europe,  Japan  and  this  country. 

He  has  appeared  on  many  major  television  shows  to  promote 
Army  and  Air  Force  programs  and  plasma  for  blood  banks . 

Prior  to  his  entrance  into  the  Army,  Eddie  had  achieved 
national  prominence  in  the  record,  theatre  and  nightclub  fields,  as 
well  as  from  appearances  on  radio  and  television. 

The  Eddie  Fisher  programs  will  be  directed  by  Herb  Sussan. 
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CREDITS  FOR 

♦BREAK  THE  BANK*  ON  NBC -TV 

PROGRAM : 

BREAK  THE  BANK 

TIME: 

Mondays  through  Fridays  3 ‘*00- 
3:30  p.m.,  EST.  Starting 
Monday,  March  30,  1953 

FORMAT : 

Quiz  program  with  participants 
selected  from  the  audience. 

Cash  prizes  are  awarded  con¬ 
testants  guessing  the  right 
answers  in  categories  which 
they  select. 

M.C. : 

Bud  Collyer 

HOST -ANNOUNCER: 

Wynn  Elliot 

PAYING  TELLER: 

Janice  Gilbert 

SUPERVISING 
PRODUCER : 

Ed  Wolf 

PRODUCED  BY: 

Jack  Rubin  and  Herb  Wolf 

DIRECTOR : 

Craig  Allen 

ORIGINATION : 

Produced  "live'1  in  the  NBC 
Studios,  Radio  City,  N.Y. 

NBC -New  York,  3/27/53 
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NBC  RADIO  NEWS 


COLLECTION  OF  35,000  OLD-TIME  RECORDS  IS  MADE  AVAILABLE 
TO  JANE  PICKENS  FOR  HER  RADIO  SHOW 

One  of  the  largest  private  record  collections  in  the  country 
has  been  put  at  the  disposal  of  NBC  singing  star  Jane  Pickens  for  use 
as  she  recalls  songs  and  events  of  past  years  on  her  Thursday  night 
NBC  radio  show  (10:35  p.m.,  EST). 

The  collection  of  more  than  35,000  records  belongs  to  Joe 
Franklin,  New  York  disc  jockey  who  has  been  collecting  unusual  discs 
for  more  than  15  years.  Concentrating  on  records  of  old-time  vaudeville 
and  stage  acts,  Franklin  has  built  up  a  valuable  collection  that  in¬ 
cludes  early  recordings  of  A1  Jolson,  Bing  Crosby,  Rudy  Vallee,  Eddie 
Cantor,  Kate  Smith,  Moran  and  Mack  and  others* 

On  "The  Jane  Pickens  Show"  of  Thursday,  April  2,  for  instance, 
the  singing  star  will  play  Fred  Astaire Ts  1937  record  of  "Nice  Work 
If  You  Can  Get  It."  In  another  flashback  to  1937,  she  will  play  a 
voice  description  of  the  Hindenburg  disaster.  In  reminiscences' about 
that  year.  Miss  Pickens  will  sing  "Johnny  One  Note,"  "My  Little 
Buckeroo, "  "I  See  Your  Face  Before  Me"  and  "Vienna  Dreams."  Skitch 
Henderson  conducts  the  orchestra. 
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MAURICE  EVANS  TO  STAR  IN  TOO- HOUR  TV  PRESENTATION 
OF  ’  HAMLET  *  ON  ’HALLMARK  HALL  OF  FAME’  APRIL  26 

Ruth  Chatterton,  Sarah  Churchill  and  Barry  Jones 
To  Co-Star  with  World-Famous  Actor 


■ft 


■ft 


■ft 


Maurice  Evans ,  foremost  Shakespearean  interpreter  of  our 
time,  will  star  in  a  special  two-hour  presentation  of  his  production 
of  "Hamlet,"  on  HALLMARK  HALL  OF  FAME  Sunday,  April  26  from  3 : 30- 
5:30  p.m.,  EDT,  over  NBC-TV. 

Co-starring  with  the  world-famous  actor  in  the  ambitious 
undertaking  will  be  Ruth  Chatterton  as  the  Queen,  Sarah  Churchill  as 
Ophelia  and  Barry  Jones  as  Polonius.  Evans,  who  conceived  the  project, 
will  produce  it  personally,  as  he  has  previously  in  his  highly  ac¬ 
claimed  stage  versions.  Albert  McCleery,  regular  director  of  the  Hall¬ 
mark  program  each  Sunday,  was  requested  by  Evans  to  be  the  network's 
executive  producer  and  director  of  Shakespeare's  classic.  The  latest 
Evans  production  has  been  expressly  adapted  for  television  by  Mildred 
Freed  Alberg  and  Tom  Hughes  Sand. 


(more) 
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1  Hamlet r 


The  auspicious  occasion  is  a  triple  "first"  for  TV.  It  will 
mark  Maurice  Evans’  dramatic  debut  on  TV,  represent  the  first  perform¬ 
ance  of  "Hamlet"  on  TV,  and  coincide  with  the  date  generally  celebrated 
as  the  Bard's  birthday,  April  26. 

Commenting  on  the  program,  which  represents  the  longest  time 
segment  ever  cleared  in  network  history  for  a  continuous  dramatic 
offering,  Charles  C.  Barry,  vice  president  in  charge  of  networks  pro¬ 
grams  for  NBC,  said,  "NBC's  supremacy  in  the  field  of  televised  drama, 
already  established  in  its  three  great  full-hour  weekly  programs  and 
its  numerous  half -hour  dramatic  programs,  is  carried  a  natural  step 
forward  in  this  two-hour  presentation  of  'Hamlet,'  It  is  worthy  of 
special  note  that  Hallmark,  in  sponsoring  a  two-hour  'Hamlet,*  is  dis¬ 
playing  the  same  spirit  of  public  service  it  did  earlier  in  sponsoring 
Menotti’s  opera,  'Arnahl  and  the  Night  Visitors,’  a  work  commissioned 
for  television  by  NBC. 

"We  are  proud  to  have  Maurice  Evans,  one  of  the  world's  out¬ 
standing  Shakespearean  actors,  whose  famous  GI  version  of  'Hamlet' 
brought  so  much  pleasure  to  our  soldiers  in  World  War  II,  bring  to  the 
television  screen  for  the  first  time  his  moving  performance  of  perhaps 
the  greatest  role  ever  written  for  the  stage.  Maurice  Evans’  live 
performance  of  'Hamlet'  will  be  a  milestone  in  television  history." 

Associated  with  Evans  in  the  current  production  will  be  top- 
level  theatre  men  who  have  worked  with  him  in  earlier  versions  of  the 
play,  including  the  eminently  successful  one  presented  before 
thousands  of  servicemen  in  the  Pacific  while  Evans  was  on  wartime  duty 
as  an  army  officer  in  that  area.  They  are  George  Schaefer,  who  staged 


(more ) 


jl  .VT  lol  "taiil*  §uoi  -  -  ,IT 

n  .  i 

x:-.tB‘3:cf:...Csr>  ^Ilfi'isnsa  3*5Bb  9rfX  rfdiw  w  !onioc  One  vVT  no  Yo  sor 

..'.5  Ii76r  .  ;  ..  1 5  '  ••  :'=  Ofi.t  C 

stqsi 

ol$$aw?tb  atrownldnoc  b  %  XfiQiBJtfL  2taowd0a  ni  b9*tB9lo  'iove  jxismgs 
'•■  :  '  isfclaa'iq  9vlv  ..vrtsa  .0  B9Xfi«rO 

"  .  '  e  ■  '  ,  ■  ■  i 

>-  ub  sins,X3o<sq  vlteow  luod-s  ilsfx  or  >  randa  scr i  aJt  bedel  Matas  xb&s<xX 

y**3  i£‘nKffin  6  tetiv&o  cl  ,  ’aR6‘.  o'xq  ;>U£m'xb  nv od  U&d  cyo^amun  aa 

n33ynq  nuori-ow  • 

•-•■r  ■  Si  *  .asXififiK-  •u/od-owj  £  ,,  L>.--noq  :  nX  cfjsrtX  qctcn  I^i.jsq 

' 

beaoXeaXmmoo  tfsow  £  » .  •  :  a  Irfans  ,^9qo  a'utone 

r  C  Ycf  noi  3.  /  io 

. 

•  •sL.iPot  1o  nols-i  iv  10  :;{£l  iooriw  t anodos  n69njB9qsf;  '£rf8  i  nibnsJ 

Ki  V7i‘7cf  1  ^  :  ^  • w  1  ••  '  •£  ■■  ™o  ct  orLU&BsU.  ri.  m  oa  rf-xro^ 

i 

sviX  ?  -  '  ••  I***#'**  *av*  dasdBS'ia  erfj 

■  ■  ■  *  t  :  •  ■  • 

-q-.;  oci  UXw  nolioubc<iq  tcervun,  edt  a±  snevS  rttxw  bschslopeaA 

' .  •  ■  Off*!  H9A  ; 

[ssaiq  ana  Xqlgesooua  YX^aanxms 
1  '  ■  -  i  .  :  1  . 


L-0  .m 


!■(  .Tar.rl  '  ■  r  » 


3  -  ’Hamlet ' 


the  GI  version  and  who  is  supervising  the  current  production;  Emmett 
Rogers ,  associate  producer,  and  Roger  Adams,  composer  of  the  original 
music  to  be  used  --  all  of  them  ex-GIs. 

Richard  Sylbert,  talented  young  scenic  designer  of  the 
regular  "Hallmark  Hall  of  Fame”  series,  has  been  commissioned  to  create 
the  settings.  Noel  Taylor  and  Guy  Kent  will  supervise  the  costuming. 
Unlike  most  traditional  performances  of  "Hamlet,"  settings  and  costumes 
for  Evans’  TV  version  will  evoke  an  almost  story-book  period  of  Mittel 
Europa  19th  Century  "as  conveying  the  dual  features  of  a  court  which 
was  military  in  character  but  at  the  same  time  decadent,  in  Evans' 
words.  He  feels  that  the  choice  of  this  era,  neither  so  distant  in 
time  as  to  seem  remote  nor  so  contemporary  as  to  strain  credulity, 
will  heighten  viewers'  consciousness  of  the  modern  parallel  in  the 

play. 

Early  in  January,  following  an  invitation  from  Hallmark, 
Evans  first  presented  the  details  of  his  idea  for  making  his  video 
debut  in  his  own  production  of  "Hamlet"  to  John  F.  Rayel,  NBC  tele¬ 
vision  program  manager.  Rayel  welcomed  the  plan  enthusiastically  and 
immediately  advanced  it  for  general  network  acceptance.  The  formid¬ 
able  problem  of  clearing  two  full  hours  of  network  time  for  the  un¬ 
usual  offering  was  tackled  and  settled  in  record  time. 

Evans'  streamlined  TV  "Hamlet"  will  oe  briskly  paced, 
filled  with  excitement  and  devoid  of  obscurities.  While  the  impact  of 
the  play  will  strive  to  be  clear,  forceful  and  intrinsically  enter¬ 
taining,  it  will  shun  any  tendency  toward  vulgarization.  Though  Evans 
has  been  obliged  to  abridge  the  play  within  definite  time  limits,  the 
editing  still  preserves  "the  essential  glories  of  Shakespeare's 
majestic  tragedy. 


(more ) 
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4  -  'Hamlet* 


Maurice  Evans,  credited  with  being  the  most  eloquent  and 
industrious  interpreter  of  classic  roles  on  the  American  stage  today, 
was  first  invited  to  this  country  from  his  native  England,  and  leading 
roles  with  the  famed  Old  Vic  theatre,  by  Katharine  Cornell  in  1935  j 
playing  Romeo  to  her  Juliet.  He  also  was  seen  in  her  company  as  the 
Dauphin  of  her  notable  revival  of  Shaw's  "St,  Joan."  He  became  a 
Broadway  sensation  in  his  own  right  with  his  interpretation  of 
Shakespeare's  "Richard  II,"  directed  by  Margaret  Webster.  In  1938,  he 
startled  New  York  with  the  uncut  version  of  "Hamlet,"  which  ran  four 
hours.  He  thereafter  triumphed  as  Falstaff  in  "Henry  IV,  Part  1";  as 
Malvolio  to  Helen  Hayes'  Viola  in  "Twelfth  Night,"  and  as  Macbeth,  with 
Judith  Anderson  as  his  stage  spouse. 

An  American  citizen  since  19^1 ,  Evans  attained  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  army,  where  he  produced  his  famous  so-called  "GI  version" 
of  "Hamlet,"  repeating  its  success  on  tour  throughout  the  country  with 
the  end  of  hostilities.  He  has  starred  in  three  films.  His  current 
Broadway  smash-hit  is  the  thriller,  "Dial  M  for  Murder." 


NBC-New  York,  3/30/53 
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INTERNATIONAL  CHILDREN'S  FASHION  SHOW  AND  EGG  HUNT 

AMONG  FEATURES  OF  NBC'S  COAST-TO-COAST 

TELECAST  OF  ’EASTER  IN  NEW  YORK’ 

4fr - 4%  4C- - 4i 

An  international  children's  fashion  show  will  be  a  highlight 

of  NBC-TV’s  full-hour  coast-to-coast  program,  EASTER  IN  NEW  YORK,  on 

Easter  Sunday,  April  3  (NBC-TV,  12:30-1:30  p.m.,  EST). 

The  youngsters  range  in  age  from  three  to  seven,  and  include 

children  from  China,  the  Philippines,  India,  Pakistan  and  the  United 

States.  In  addition  to  modeling  the  latest  in  children's  fashions, 

they  will  participate  in  an  egg  hunt.  The  program  will  be  telecast  on 

the  Palazzo  d' Italia  roof  garden  above  Fifth  Avenue,  opposite  St. 

Patrick's  Cathedral. 

Adult  fashions  also  will  be  prominently  featured  on  the  show. 
Eleanor  Lambert,  director  of  the  Couture  Group  of  the  New  York  Dress 
Institute,  will  serve  as  commentator  as  14  top  fashion  models  show  the 
new  styles. 

The  host  on  "Easter  in  New  York"  will  be  Frank  Blair,  moder¬ 
ator  and  special  events  reporter  who  appears  on  NBC -TV's  "Ask  Washing¬ 
ton,"  "American  Forum  of  the  Air"  and  "Youth  Wants  to  Know"  programs. 

William  Garden  is  producer  of  the  program,  and  Jack  Mills  di¬ 
rector.  In  keeping  with  the  dignity  of  the  holiday,  NBC  is  telecasting 
this  annual  special  event  under  carefully  controlled  conditions  which 
will  preclude  the  over-commercialization  injected  in  previous  Easter 
Parade  telecasts  by  publicity  seekers. 
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,OPRYf  EMCEE  RED  FOLEY  TAKES  TO  THE  ROAD; 

CITIES  IN  SOUTH  AND  MIDWEST  ON  SCHEDULE 

Red  Foley,  singing  emcee  of  NBCfs  GRAND  OLE  OPRY  (Sat¬ 
urdays,  9:30  p.m.,  EST),  has  a  busy  calendar  of  personal 
appearances  for  the  next  two  months. 

The  popular  folk  singer,  having  made  few  "on  the 
road"  appearances  in  recent  years,  will  make  up  for  lost 
time  during  the  next  two  months  when  he  will  appear  in 
cities  throughout  the  South  and  Midwest.  During  March, 

Foley  played  to  audiences  in  Pensacola  and  Tampa,  Fla. 

On  April  19*  fans  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  will  hear  him  sing 
some  of  their  favorite  folk  tunes.  After  an  appearance  in 
Roanoke  on  April  20,  he  will  travel  to  Texas  for  shows  during 
the  last  week  in  April  in  Beaumont  and  Houston. 

In  May,  Foley  will  visit  Kansas,  his  stops  including 
Salina,  Hutchinson  and  Great  Bend.  On  many  of  these  appear¬ 
ances,  Foley Ts  group  will  include  "Grand  Ole  Opry's"  famous 
comic  performer,  Rod  Brasfield. 


o 
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THAINE  ENGLE  NAMED  TO  NBC -TV  AUDIENCE  PROMOTION  POST; 

RIDGWAY  HUGHES  TO  MANAGE  RADIO  AND  TV  SALES  PROMOTION 

The  appointments  of  Thaine  Engle  as  supervisor  of  television 
audience  promotion  and  of  Ridgway  Hughes  as  manager  of  sales  promotion 
for  radio  and  television  have  been  announced  by  Jacob  A.  Evans,  NBC 

director  of  Advertising  and  Promotion. 

Engles  comes  to  NBC  from  Station  WBA?,  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

)  He  originally  joined  the  announcing  staff  there  in  1939*  when  the 
station  call  letters  were  KGKO,  Engle  had  wide  experience  in  all 
phases  of  station  operations  except  engineering  during  the  14  years 
he  was  in  Fort  Worth.  In  radio,  he  worked  in  announcing,  traffic, 
continuity,  recording,  news,  publicity  and  promotion.  Beginning 
in  1948,  he  served  in  television,  first  as  a  commercial  liaison  man, 
later  as  commercial  film  director  and  director  of  publicity,  promotion 

and  merchandising. 

Prior  to  his  experience  in  Fort  Worth,  Engle  had  been  an 
announcer  at  Station  WIBW,  Topeka,  Kans.,  and  also  spent  a  year  at 
KCKN,  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  From  1941  to  1946,  he  served  with  the  U.S. 
Army  Signal  Corps,  entering  as  a  private  and  leaving  as  a  radar  officer 
He  spent  two -and -one -half  years  in  the  South  Pacific  in  this  latter 

capacity. 

(more ) 
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2  -  Engle -Hughes 


A  native  of  Abilene,  Kans.,  Engle  graduated  from  Kansas 
State  College  with  a  B.S.  degree  in  journalism.  He  and  his  wife 

now  live  in  Floral  Park,  Long  Island,  N.Y. 

Ridgway  Hughes,  since  his  separation  from  the  U.S.  Navy  in 
January,  1946,  served  as  promotion  manager  of  Look  magazine,  director 
of  presentations  for  the  American  Broadcasting  Co.,  and  promotion 
manager  of  McCall’s  Better  Living  magazine.  It  is  this  latter  post 
which  he  left  to  join  NBC. 

Prior  to  1943,  Hughes  was  a  writer  and  account  manager 
for  McCann -Erickson,  Inc.,  and  also  did  production  and  copy  for  N.W, 
Ayer  &  Son,  Inc.,  advertising  agencies.  He  also  was  in  charge  of 

advertising  for  E.I.  duPont  Cellophane. 

From  1943  to  1946,  Hughes  served  with  the  U.S.  navy.  After 
one  year  as  an  enlisted  man  he  was  commissioned  and  assigned  to 
Military  Government.  He  left  the  navy  in  1946  as  a  full  lieutenant. 

Born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Hughes  attended  Bucknell 
University  and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  and  his  wife  make 
their  home  in  Wilton,  Conn. 
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NBC  EPIC  FILM  SERIES,  ‘VICTORY  AT  SEA,*  AND  NETWORK’S  CAMPAIGN 
COVERAGE  OF  1952  RECEIVE  FREEDOMS  FOUNDATION  AWARDS  IN  N.Y. 

Regional  presentation  of  two  Freedoms  Foundation  awards  was 
made  yesterday  to  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  at  ceremonies  in 
Federal  Memorial  Hall,  New  York. 

"Victory  at  Sea/'  26-part  f ilm-and-music  dramatic  history  of 
naval  operations  in  World  War  II  --  widely  acclaimed  by  the  press  and 
the  viewing  public  --  received  the  Freedoms  Foundation  George  Washing¬ 
ton  Honor  Medal  Award  for  its  "outstanding  contribution  to  a  better  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  American  way  of  life  during  1952."  Henry  Salomon, 
writer-producer  of  "Victory  at  Sea,"  accepted  the  award  on  behalf  of 
NBC. 

The  Freedoms  Foundation’s  distinguished  service  scroll  went 
to  NBC  for  its  radio  and  television  coverage  of  the  political  conven¬ 
tions  and  elections  in  1952.  William  Weinstein,  assistant  to  William 
R.  Me Andrew,  manager  of  NBC’s  news  and  special  events  department, 
accepted  the  scroll  on  behalf  of  the  network. 
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CHARLES  SANFORD  RECEIVES  ’CLEF  AWARD' 

FROM  MUSIC  BUSINESS  MAGAZINE 

Charles  Sanford,  musical  director  of  NBC-TV's  YOUR  SHOW  OF 
SHOWS,  has  been  named  winner  of  Music  Business  magazine’s  Clef  Award, 

termed  the  "Oscar"  of  the  popular  music  industry. 

Sanford  was  named  the  "outstanding  and  most  versatile 

conductor  in  television  for  1953.” 

"Your  Show  of  Shows,"  starring  Sid  Caesar  and  Imogene  Coca, 

is  seen  Saturday  nights  from  9:00-10*30  p.m.,  EST. 
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NBC  RADIO  NEWS 


FATHER  BARBOUR'S  MEMORY  BOOK,  A  'HERITAGE  OF  LOVE,’ 

IS  OFFERED  TO  'ONE  MAN'S  FAMILY'  LISTENERS 

"This  I  Give  —  above  all  else  a  heritage  of  love,"  a 
collection  of  Barbour  Family  memorabilia  accumulated  during  the  years 
by  Father  Barbour,  is  a  new  booklet  being  offered  to  listeners  of  the 
NBC  ONE  MAN’S  FAMILY  radio  program  ( Monday s-through-Fridays,  7: ^5  P*™«, 

EST),  which  starts  its  22nd  year  on  the  air  April  29. 

In  the  dedication  of  the  booklet,  author  Carlton  E.  Morse 

writes  that  portions  of  it  "are  out  of  Father  Barbour’s  dusty  and 
aging  files,  and  part  are  out  of  the  deep  places  of  his  secret  heart. 

In  one  sense  then,  this  pertains  to  a  single  family,  but  in  a  greater 
sense  what  belongs  to  the  Barbour  clan  belongs  to  every  American 
Family."  Morse  concludes,  "Therefore,  Father  Barbour’s  holographic 
win  and  memory  book  is  dedicated  to  the  Foundation  Stone  of  our  way 
of  life,  the  American  Family." 

The  booklet  includes  a  collection  of  pictures  of  five  gener¬ 
ations  of  the  Barbour  family  —  from  baby  pictures  of  Mother  and 
Father  Barbour’s  five  children,  Paul,  Hazel,  Claudia,  Clifford  and 
Jack,  to  their  great-grandson,  Paul.  Also  included  are  messages  from 
Father  Barbour  to  the  members  of  his  family  and  such  items  as  a  grocery 
bill  dated  Sept.  25,  1931;  a  list  of  Paul’s  10  most  thumbed -through 
bedside  volumes;  a  complete  calendar  of  Barbour  family  dates;  a  de¬ 
tailed  picture  of  the  Barbour  house  showing  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
family  members;  kitchen  hints;  items  of  baby  lore,  and  a  list  of 
Father  Barbour’s  most  precious  documents. 
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